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PREFACE. 



The first revision of the ordinances of the city of Taunton, made in 
1882, brought for the first time into uniform and definite shape what from 
time to time had been ordained as by-laws since the first municipal 
organization of Taunton as a city. 

The need of a new codification of the ordinances, by reason of vari- 
ous additions and amendment made since that revision, the public call 
for still further amendments to meet the advancing requirements in 
municipal affairs, together with the necessity of a new edition of the city 
book on account of the entire exhaustion of former editions, could be 
met only by a full and complete revision. 

The City Council, in view of this public demand, in January, 1891, 
passed the following order : 

City of Taunton, ) 
Jan. 20th, 1891. ; 
In Board of Aldermen : 

Ordered^ that a special committee be appointed to consist of two aldermen and 
three members of the Common Council, with authority to employ such assistance as 
may be necessary, who shall prepare a revision and consolidation of the various citv 
ordinances and rules and orders, and that said committee cause the same, together with 
the City Charter and such general and special laws as relate to municipal affairs, and 
such other matter as they deem expedient, to be printed in a neat and convenient form ; 
the expense thereof to be charged to the appropriation for incidentals ; and that said 
committee be requested to report to the City Council any changes in the ordinances 
that they deem expedient to be made. 

Adopted, EDWIN A. TETLOW, Clerk. 
In Common Council, Feb. 3d, 1891. Adopted m concurrence, 

J. R. TALLMAN, Clerk. 
Feb. 5th, 1891. Approved by the Mayor. 

Under this order Aldermen Willis K. Hodgman and Edgar L. Cross- 
man, Councilmen Edwin A. Dary, Ebenezer A. Dean and John L. 
Thomas, were appointed a special committee and forthwith engaged in 
the service required by its terms. As authorized by the order the com- 
mittee employed Charles A. Reed, Esq., and Edwin A. Tetlow, Esq., 
and with their constant cooperation after much thorough investigation, 
involving inquiry into and conference with every department of the 
city, the whole body of the existing ordinances was entirely revised ; 
many chapters were re-drafted and new matters were introduced, and a 
report was made by the committee, to the City Council, December, 
1891. With slight amendments the ordinances thus revised and sub- 
mitted to the City Council were passed to be ordained and were duly 
approved December Slst, 1891, under the designation of " The Revised 
Ordinances of 1891." 
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IV. • PBEFAOB. 

The completion of the work thus successfully begun, including the 
preparation of all materials for the publication of the book of ordinances 
and all statutes especially appertaining to municipal affairs and the 
printing of the same, was further directed early in the current year by 
the following order of the City Council : 

City of Taunton, > 
Jan. Tth, 1892. \ 
In Board of Aldermen : 

Ordered, that a special committee of two aldermen and three councilmen be ap- 
pointed to complete the work intrusted to a committee of last year's City Council m 
revising the ordinances, etc., the work called for in the order authorizing last year's 
committee, except such work as said committee completed shall be performed by the 
committee hereby authorized. Said committee is hereby authorized to employ some 
suitable persons to assist them, if needed ; the expense to be charged to the appropri- 
ation for incidentals. 

Said committee shall report the result of its work before the same is printed for 
public distribution. 
In Common Council, Jan 14th, 1892. Adopted in concurrence, 

J. R. TALLMAN, Clerk. 
Jan. 23d, 1892. Approved, FRANCIS S. BABBITT, Mayor. 

Under this order Aldermen Willis K. Hodgman and Edgar L. Cross- 
man, Councilmen Edwin A. Dary, Ebenezer A. Dean and George A. 
Washburn, were appointed a special committee, and with the service of 
the same persons who so efficiently aided in the revision of the ordinances 
the work of preparing for publication has been carried forward to com- 
pletion. 

The committee, finding it impracticable to introduce into the ordi- 
nance book all the statutes of the Commonwealth appertaining to munic- 
ipal affairs as was undertaken in the edition of 1882, have accepted only 
those statutes, including the original charter, as showing the first institu- 
tion of the city government in this municipality and the Revised Charter 
of 1882 now in force, which, as special laws, have particular reference to 
Taunton and such statutes as are in force by virtue of their adoption by 
the city. 

They have added as of practical importance the present city bound- 
aries as fixed by the perambulations required by law, and have given as 
matter of historical interest the details of the original bounds of 
" Cohannet " and the outlines of the various towns which have been in- 
corporated from the original domain of the ancient town after its differ- 
ent enlargements, and they have appended the civil list extending to the 
present date from the earliest times as far as it can be ascertained. 

The preparation of this revision on account of the introduction of 
new matter and the complete recasting of the original notes and indexes 
has involved much time and labor and it is offered to the public with 
confidence that it will fully subserve the purposes for which it was un- 
dertaken. 

WILLIS K. HODGMAN, 
EDGAR L. GROSSMAN, 
EDWIN A. DARY, 
EBENEZER A. DEAN, 
GEORGE A. WASHBURN. 
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ORIGINAL CITY CHARTER 



CHAPTEE 209, ACTS OF 1864. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

IN THE YEAR 
ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR. 



AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE CITY OP TAUNTON. 



BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESEN- 
TATIVES IN GENERAL COURT ASSEMBLED, AND BY AU- 
THORITY OF THE SAME, AS FOLLOWS: — 

Section. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Taunton, corporate 
shall continue to be a body politic and corporate, under the p^^^^^ ^^^ 
name of the City of Taunton, and as such, shall have, exercise 
and enjoy, all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges, 
and shall be subject to all the duties and obligations, now in- 
cumbent upon, and appertaining to said town, as a municipal 
corporation. 

Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential and city council, 
municipal affairs of said city, with the government thereof, 
shall be vested in one principal officer to be styled the mayor. Board of Al- 
one council of eight to be called the board of aldermen, and *^®''"^®°' 
one council of twenty-four to be called the common council, common 
said boards, in their joint capacity to be the city council, council. 
The members of said boards shall be sworn to the faithful 
discharge of their respective duties. A majority of each 
board shall make a quorum. Quorum. 

Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of said town, 
as soon as may be after the passage of this act, and its accep- Division into 
tance as is herein provided, to divide said town into eight eight wards., j 
wards, to contain as nearly as conveniently may be, an equal 
number of legal voters, which division may be revised by the 
city council within one year from the passage hereof. The 
city council shall once in five years and not oftener, alter, if 
needful, the boundaries of said wards, in such manner, how- change in 
ever, as to preserve an equal number of voters in each ward. ^<*"°*^*"«s. 

^^ Digitized by Google 



2 ORIGINAL CITY CHARTER. 

Ward Officers. Sect. 4. On the first Monday in December annually, there 
Election of gj^^u be chosen by ballot in each of said wards, a warden, 
clerk, and three inspectors of elections, who shall be different 
persons, residents in the ward, who shall hold their offices one 
year and until others are chosen and qualified in their stead. 
Duties of War- Said Wardens shall preside at all ward meetings, with the 
dens. power of moderators of town meetings ; and if, at any meet- 

ing the warden is not present, the clerk shall preside until a 
warden pro tempore is chpsen by ballot; if both the warden 
and clerk are absent the senior in age of the inspectors present 
shall preside until a warden pro tempore is thus chosen ; and 
if all said officers are absent, any legal voter in daid ward may 
preside until a warden pro tempore is so chosen. When any 
ward officer is absent or neglects to perform his duty, his 
office shall be filled pro tempore. 
clerks* **'^*^^ '^^® ^^®^^ ^^^^^ rccord all the preceedings and certify the 
votes, and deliver to his successor in office all such records 
Duties of In- and joumals, together with all other documents and papers 
spectors of held by him in said capacity. The inspectors shall assist the 
elections. warden in receiving, assorting and counting the votes. 
offlMrs' ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ officers shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
their duties ; said oath to be administered by the clerk to the 
warden, and by the warden to the clerk and the inspectors, 
or to either of said officers by any justice of the peace for 
Bristol county ; certificate of such oaths shall be made by the 
clerk upon the ward records. 
Warrants for AH Warrants for meetings of the citizens for municipal pur- 
Meetings. poses, to be held either in wards or in general meeting, shall 
be issued by the maj'^or and aldermen and shall be in such 
form, and served and returned in such manner and at such 
times as the city council shall direct. 
City Officers at ^^^^- ^' ^^^ mayor shall be elected by the qualified voters 
ward meetings, of the city at large, voting in their respective wards ; and one 
alderman, three common councilmen (and one assessor), shall 
<Repeaied.)Bee )^q elected from, and by the voters of each ward. Said officers 
men men . ^^idXi be choscn by ballot, and hold their offices for one year 
from the first Monday of January, and until others are chosen * 
Election of and qualified in their stead. At the first annual election 
School Com- under this act, there shall be chosen, in the manner provided 
mittee. £^^ ^j^^ election of mayor, a board of school committee, con- 

sisting of nine, one-third of whom shall be chosen for one 
year, one-third for two years, and one-third for three years. 
At each annual election thereafter, three members of said 
Vacancies how board shall be chosen, in the manner provided for the election 
filled. of mayor, for the term of three years. Vacancies in the 

board shall be filled in the manner provided by law for filling 
vacancies in the school committees of cities, 
m^icf S^"* ** Sect. 6. On the first Monday of December annually, the 
Si^ctions. ^ qualified voters in each ward shall give in their votes for 
mayor, aldermen, common councilmen, school committee (and 
assessors), as provided in the preceding section ; and all the 
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ORIGINAL CITY CHARTER. 8 

votes so given shall be assorted, counted and declared, and (Repealed) see 
registered, in open ward meeting, the name of each person ^^^^ ^^^ ' 
voted for, and the number of votes given for each, to be re- 
corded in words at length. 

The clerk of the ward, within twenty-four hours after such certificates of 
election, shall deliver to the persons elected aldermen, com- Election, 
mon councilmen, and assessors, certificates of their election, 
signed by the warden and clerk, and by a majority of the in- 
spectors, and shall deliver to the city clerk a copy of the 
record of such elections certified in like manner. Such per- 
sons as receive the greatest number of votes for their respec- 
tive offices shall be declared elected. If no person is elected 
because two or more have received the same number of votes 
for any of said offices, except for mayor, another ballot may 
then be had or the meeting may be adjourned from time to Meeting may 
time until some person is elected. ^^ adjourned. 

The board of aldermen shall, as soon as may be, examine Examination 
the copies of the records of the several wards, certified as yotesfor'^^ *** 
aforesaid, and shall cause the person who has received the Mayor and 
greatest number of votes for mayor^ and the persons who school com- 
have received the greatest number of votes for school com- ™*"®®- 
mittee, respectively, to be notified in writing of their election ; Notice of Eiec- 
but if no person is so elected, or if any person refuses to ac- ^^^^' 
cept, the board shall issue their warrants for a new election, failure to elect 
and the same proceedings as before provided, shall thereupon 
be had until such officers are chosen. 

If a mayor dies or resigns, or is unable to perform the Mayor's^ office, 
duties of his office, the boards of aldermen and common 
council shall respectively, by vote, declare that a vacancy . 
exists, and the cause thereof; whereupon the two boards 
shall meet in convention, and elect a mayor to fill the 
vacancy, who shall hold the office until the inability afore- 
said is removed, or until a new election. The oath shall be ^** 
administered to the mayor by the city clerk, or any justice of 
the peace for Bristol county. 

The aldermen and common councilmen elect shall on the th°two ^^ 
first Monday of January, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, meet branches of 
in convention, when the mayor shall administer the oath to city Govt, 
the members of said boards, or in the mayor's absence, said oath adminis- 
oath may be administered by any justice of the peace for *®^®<^' 
Bristol county, a certificate whereof shall be entered on the 
journals of said boards by their respective clerks. The boards organization 
shall then separate, and the common council shall choose one coun^"^°^ 
of their number for president, and shall also choose a clerk, 
who shall be sworn *to the faithful discharge of their duties. 
If the mayor be absent, the board of aldermen may choose a o/^^e*^en 
chairman, who shall also preside at joint meetings of the two 
boards. , ^ 

Record of pro- 

Each board shall keep a record of its proceedings, and judge ceedings. 
of the election of its members. In case of failure of election , 
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ORIGINAL CITY CHARTER. 



Vacancy in 
either board. 

Overseers of 
the poor. 

Powers and du- 
ties of Mayor. 

(Repealed) see 
amendment. 



Executive 
Powers of 
Mayor and Al- 
dermen. 



City Marshal. 
Constables and 
Police. 
(See amend- 
ment to char- 
ter.) 

Other powers 
of Mayor, Al- 
dermen and 
CommonCoun- 
cil. 



Election of 
Subordinate 
City Officers. 



Salaries and 
duties fixed. 

Sessions Pub- 
lic. 

Specific duties 
ofCityCouncil. 

Accountability 
for public 
money and 
property. 



or if a vacancy is declared by either board, or if a vacancy ex- 
ists in the board of assessors, the mayor and aldermen shall 
order a new election. The mayor and aldermen shall consti- 
tute the board of overseers of the poor. 

Sect. 7. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of 
the city ; (he shall also be, ex- officio^ a member of the board of 
assessors.) * He shall be vigilant to cause the laws and re- 
gulations of the city to be enforced; he shall exercise a 
general supervision over the conduct of all subordinate 
officers, and shall cause neglect of duty to be punished. He 
may call special meetings of the aldermen and common coun- 
cil, or either of them, by causing written notices thereof to be 
left at the places of residence of the several members. He 
shall communicate such information and recommend such 
measures as he thinks proper. He shall preside in the board 
of aldermen, and in convention of the two boards, but shall 
have a casting vote only. 

Sect. 8. The executive power of said city, generally, and 
the administration of the police, with all the powers hereto- 
fore vested in the selectmen of the Town of Taunton shall be 
vested in and exercised by the mayor and aldermen, as fully 
as if the same were herein specially enumerated. 

The mayor and aldermen shall have exclusive power to ap- 
point constables, and a city marshal or chief of police and 
assistants, with the powers and duties of constables, and all 
other police officers, and to remove the same when cause ex- 
ists therefor. All powers now vested in the inhabitants of 
said town, and all powers granted to them in this act, shall 
be vested in the mayor and aldermen and common council, 
except so far as different provisions are herein made, to be ex- 
ercised by concurrent vote, each board to have a negative 
upon the other. 

The city council shall annually, as soon as may be after their 
organization, elect by joint ballot, a city treasurer, collector of 
taxes, city clerk, and all other necessary subordinate city offi- 
cers, not herein otherwise provided for, for the ensuing year. 
The city council shall by by-law, fix the compensation of said 
officers, and shall define their duties, so far as the same are 
not determined by the laws of the Commonwealth. The city 
council may fill a vacancy existing in any such office. The 
sessions of the boards aforesaid, shall be public when they are 
not engaged in executive business. 

The city council shall see that money is not paid from the 
city treasury unless granted or appropriated; shall secure a 
just and prompt accountability by requiring bonds with 
sufficient penalties and sureties, from all persons intrusted 
with the receipt, custody or disbursement of money, and also 
from such other officers as they may think fit ; they shall have 

* President of Common Council a member of the Board of School Committee. 
Stat. 1869, ch. 347. 

* Mayor ex-officio, Chairman of Board of School Committee. Stat. 1860, ch. 347. 
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OBIGINAL CITY CHARTER. 5 

the care and superintendence of the city buildings, and the 
control and management of all city property, with power to Account of re- 
let or sell what may be legally let or sold. They may pur- ceipts and ex- 
chase property, real and personal, in the name and for the use penditures to 
of the city when it is expedient to do so. The city council ^® P^^i^hed 
shall publish annually, a particular account of the city receipts 
and expenditures, and a schedule of the city property and salary of 
debts. They shall also fix the annual salary of the mayor. ^^yor. 

Sect. 9. No alderman or common councilman shall be ap- ^^^^®'sineiigi- 
pointed or elected by the city council to any office, the salary 
or which is paid by the city. 

Sect. 1 0. The city clerk shall also be clerk of the board cierk.^ ° ^ ^ 
of aldermen and shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
his duties. He shall perform such duties as are prescribed by 
the board of aldermen and such as are incumbent upon the 
town clerk of said town, and shall have the powers vested in Removal of. 
such town clerk. He may be removed by the city council. 

Sect. 11. The assessors chosen as aforesaid shall exercise i>uties of 
the same powers, and be subject to the same duties and lia- ^*^®^^°'^- 
bilities as town assessors exercise and are subject to, under 
the laws of the Commonwealth. They shall be sworn to the to be sworn, 
faithful discharge of their duties. The city council may es- 
tablish further or additional provisions for the collection of 
taxes. 

Sect. 12. The list of jurors shall be prepared by the mayor Jurors, ust of 
and aldermen, in the manner now required of selectmen, and ^ ^PJ"®?*'© 
the list shall be submitted to the common council, for concur- Drawing of 
rent action or amendment. The mayor, aldermen and city jurors, 
clerk, shall have the powers in regard to drawing jurors, and 
other matters relating to them, now vested in selectmen and ^^^^^l^^ 
town clerks. Venires for jurors to be returned from said 
city, shall be served on the mayor and aldermen. Laying out 

Sect. 13. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrent and discon- 
vote of the common council, may lav out, alter or discontinue, **»^i"& 



streets. 
Estimating 



streets and town ways, fix the grades thereof, and estimate 
the damages sustained by parties thereby ; parties aggrieved damrges"* 
by such action to have the same right of application and com- Right of ap- 
plaint to the county commissioners that they now have when peai from the 
dissatisfied with the action of selectmen. ^*™®" 

Sect. 14. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrence ^^^^^ *^^ 
of the common council, may lay drains and common sewers 
through streets or private lands, paying the owners such 
damages as they sustain thereby. They may require any per- 
son opening a drain into such common drain or sewer, to pay 
a reg-sonable sum for that privilege. 

Sect. 15. The mayor and aldermen shall each year issue Election of 
their warrants for calling meetings for the election of the Representa- 
whole number of representatives to the general court, to tivestothe 
which the said city is by law entitled, such number to be ^®"®^* 
specified in such warrants. 
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Election of Sect. 16. . All elections of county, state, and United States 

and uf s.^offl^ officers, who are chosen by the people, shall be held at meet- 
cers. . ings of citizens qualified to vote in such elections in their re- 

voterstobe spcctivc wards at the time prescribed by law ; the votes given 
registered in for such oflQccrs shall be received, assorted, counted, declared 
Ward Meet- ^^d registered, in open ward meetings as is herein provided 
c^^ t d ^^ reference to city officers. The ward clerk shall forthwith 
to be delivered deliver to the city clerk a certified copy of the record so made, 
to City Clerk. The city clerk shall forthwith record such returns. 
Examination The mayor and aldermen shall, within two days after such 
of votes by elections, examine and compare the same, and make out a cer- 
Mayor and Ai- tificatc of the rcsult, to be signed by the mayor, a majority of 
the aldermen, and the city clerk, and shall transmit the same 
Representa- in the manner in which selectmen are required to do. If the 
tives.faUureto whole number of representatives to the general court are not 
®^®^*" elected, the mayor and aldermen shall issue their warrants for 

Voting lists to ^^^^ clcction, Conformably to the constitution and laws, 
be prepared. Sect. 17. Lists of voters in cach ward shall be prepared 
by the mayor and aldermen, as is required of the selectmen 
of towns. For this purpose they shall have access to the 
assessors' books and lists, and be entitled to the assistance of 
all the city officers. Said lists shall be delivered to the clerks 
of the wards, to be used at elections, and copies of the list for 
each ward shall be posted in three public places in said ward 
None to vote ^^ igj^g^ scven days before such elections. No person shall be 
ontbeUsT^ ^ entitled to vote in a ward whose name is not borne upon the 
list for that ward : provided^ that any person whose name 
is not thereon may have his name entered thereupon, at any 
time before the closing of the polls in such ward, upon pre- 
senting to the ward officers present a certificate signed by the 
mayor or city clerk, setting forth his right to have his name 
thus entered. 
General Meet- g-^^,^^ ^3^ General meetings of the citizens qualified to 
vote may be held according to the right secured to the people 
by the constitution of the Commonwealth. Such meetings 
shall be called by the mayor and aldermen on the petition of 
fifty qualified voters. 
By-laws. Sect. 19. The city council shall make by-laws with suit- 

able penalties, for the inspection, survey, measurement, weigh- 
ing and sale of lumber, wood, coal and bark, brought into or 
exposed in the city for sale, and all such other by-laws as 
towns may make and establish ; but no penalty for a breach 
thereof shall exceed twenty dollars. Such by-laws shall not 
require the sanction of any court. Such by-laws shall be pre- 
To be signed sciited to the mayor for his approval ; if he approve he shall 
by the Mayor, sigu them, if not he shall return them to either branch of the 
city council, with his objections ; if they are again passed by 
cwo-thirds of each board present and voting thereon, the same 
shall become a law, otherwise not. All fines and forfeitures 
paid to City ^^^ ^^c breach of any by-law or ordinance shall be paid mto 
Treasurer. the city treasury. 
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Sect 20. All fines, forfeitures and penalties, accruing for j^®°*^^*®V°i 
the breach of any by-law of said city, or of the ordinances of J^^^g^ ° ^" 
the city council, or of any of the orders of the mayor and 
aldermen, may be prosecuted for, and recovered before the complaints, 
municipal court of said city, in the manner in which fines, for- 
feitilres and penalties, are now by law prosecuted for and re- 
covered; reserving, however, to the party prosecuted, the 
right of appeal to the superior court. If any person refuses to 
pay such a fine imposed upon him, or refuses to recognize with 
sureties to prosecute his appeal, the same proceedings shall be 
had as under like circumstances in any criminal prosecution. 

Sect. 21. A court to be called the municipal court of Municipal 
Taunton is hereby established in said city. Said court shall ^^^^^^ ®^**^" 
have the jurisdiction herotofore exercised and possessed by 
the police court of Taunton, and by any justice of the peace 
in Bristol county; and also in civil causes its jurisdiction shall 
extend to cases when the ad damnum stated in the writ does 
not exceed two hundred dollars, and in criminal causes, to 
any offence which is not a felony. Said court shall consist of ^^^^^g^gQ^jf 
one able and honest man, to be appointed by the governor as ates. 
principal justice, one such man to be appointed in like manner, 
as associate justice, and one clerk, who shall hold his office 
five years from the time of his election and qualification. 
Said clerk shall be chosen by the legal voters of said city in 
the manner and at the time they first elect city officers under ei^Jfed! ^^ 
this charter. The clerk of said court shall be elected every 
fifth year thereafter, at the municipal election in said city. 

At any time after this act is accepted, as herein provided. Appointment 
the governor may appoint the justices of said court; but this o^ Justices, 
section, except as to the choosing of said clerk, and the make- 
ing of said appointments, shall not take* effect until the first 
Wednesday of January next. The principal justice of said 
court shall have the powers conferred by the laws of the Com- 
monwealth upon justices of police courts. He shall be paid an salary of 
annual salary, from the treasury of the Commonwealth, of JudRc, asso- 
one thousand dollars. The clerk shall receive from the same ^^^^ ^^^ 
source, an annual salary of six hundred dollars. The associate 
justice, who shall officiate only in case of the absence or other 
inability or disability of the principal justice, shall receive 
from him three dollars for each day on which he holds a ses- 
sion of said court. 

All the provisions of the laws of this Commonwealth, relat- Powers of 
ing to police courts, their justices and clerks, shall apply to co^^t. 
the court herein created, except so far as they are inconsistent 
with the provisions hereof. 

Sect. 22. For the purpose of organizing the system* of First orgamza- 
government hereby established, and putting the same into tioi^ofGovern- 
operation, the selectmen of the town of Taunton shall, after 

Stat. 1874, Chap. 293, established District Courts in Bristol County and Sect. 18 and 
19 abolished the Municipal Court of Taunton and transferred its jurisdiction to 
the First District Court of Bristol, and thus repealed Sect. 21 of the Charter. 
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Same subject. 



Organization 
of City Govt, 
for 1865. 



City Officers, 



Duties of 
former town 
officers. 

Custody of pa- 
pers. 



Act to;be sub- 
mitted to the 
inhabitants. 



the acceptance of this act, and at least seven days before the 
first Monday of December next issue their warrants, calling 
meetings of the legal voters on that day, in the different 
wards, at some place in each, to be designated in said war- 
rants, for the purpose of choosing a warden, clerk and inspec- 
tors, for each ward, and all other officers whose election in 
such manner is provided for in this act ; and the transcripts 
of the record of each ward specifying the votes given therein 
for the several officers aforesaid, certified by the warden and 
the clerk of each ward, shall be returned to the said select- 
men, who shall examine and compare the same ; and if said 
elections are not completed at the first meeting they shall 
then issue new warrants until such elections are completed. 
They shall give notice to the persons elected, in the manner 
herein before provided. 

At said first meetings any inhabitant, being a legal voter in 
the ward, may call the meeting to order and preside until a 
warden is chosen. A list of voters in each ward, prepared 
and corrected by the selectmen, as herein before provided, 
shall be delivered to some legal voter therein and shall be 
used in such election. The city council shall meet and the 
city government be organized on the first Monday of January 
next, at some place to be designated by the selectmen. ^ Im- 
mediately after their organization, the city council shall elect 
all necessary city officers, who shall hold their offices, respec- 
tively, until others are chosen and qualified in their stead, 
unless sooner removed. 

Sect. 23. All officers of the town of Taunton having the 
care and custody of any records, papers or muniments of 
property, belonging to the said town, shall deliver the same 
to the city clerk, within one week after his entering upon the 
duties of his office. The treasurer and collector of the town 
of Taunton shall pay over to the city treasurer, within one 
week after he enters upon the duties of his office, all money 
in his custody or control, belonging to said town ; and any 
money subsequently collected by said collector, shall be paid 
to said city treasurer. All town officers of Taunton shall 
hold their respective offices until officers are chosen and 
qualified in their stead. 

Sect. 24. This act shall be void unless a majority of the 
legal voters of the town of Taunton, present and voting at 
any legal town meeting called for that purpose shall, within 
three months from the passage of this act, vote to accept the 
same ; the voting of such meeting to be by ballot, written or 



^ The first act of the Legislature of Massachusetts, establishing the City of Taun- 
ton, was passed March 31, 1860, but was rejected by the inhabitants thereof April 80. 
1860. (See Town Records No. 9, p. 189). The second act was passed May 11, 1864, and 
adopted June 6, 1864. (See Town Records No. 10, p. 107). The first amendment was 
accepted by the City Council Feb. -21, 1866. The second amendment was accepted 
July 21. 1869. 

The first organization of the City Government took place at Central Hall, January 
2, 1865. 
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printed, yea or nay. The voting list shall be used as at elec- 
tions of State officers ; the selectmen shall preside at any such 
meetings. 

Sect. 25. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith ^epe*i ^^ <^er- 

■1 i_ i 1 "^ tain Acts. 

are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 26. This act shall take effect, except as is otherwise Act to take ef- 
provided, upon its passage. [Approved May 11, 1864. ^^^^' 
Adopted June 6, 1864. 
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AMENDMENTS 

TO THE 



ORIGINAL CITY CHARTER 



OHAPTEE 45, ACTS OF 1866. 



FIRST AMENDMENT. 



Fire Depart- 
ment author- 
ized. 



Engineers. 



Regulations, 
how made. 



Property of 
Department. 



Powers, how 
carried out. 



Section. 

1. Fire Department organized. 

2. Powers and duties of engineers. 

3. City Council to make regulations 

concerning fires. 

4. Property of the Department. 

5. Powers, how carried out. 

6. Relief of disabled Firemen. 



Section. 
7. Assessors, how chosen, term of 
office. Asst. Assessors. Mayor, 
not to be a member of theBoai d. 
Mayor to nominate the Police, 
and Board of Aldermen to ap- 
point. 
Acts repealed. 
This act, when to take eflfect. 



8. 



9. 
10. 



Section 1. The city council of the city of Taunton is 
hereby authorized to establish a fire department for said city. 
Said council may, by ordinance, determine of what officers 
and members said department shall consist, prescribe the time 
and mode of their appointment and removal, define their 
powers, duties and period of service, fix their compensation, 
and make such other regulations regarding their conduct and 
government as they deem expedient. 

Sect. 2. The engineers, or other officers of the depart- 
ment, appointed as aforesaid, shall have all the powers and 
authority conferred upon fire wards by the General Statutes. 

Sect. 3. The city council of said city may, by ordinance, 
make regulations concerning the management of fires, the 
conduct of all persons attending or present thereat, the re- 
moval and protection of property, the examination of any 
building or place where combustible materials or substances 
are supposed to be kept or deposited, the removal of such 
materials and substances, and the adoption of other suitable 
safeguards against fires, and the loss or destruction of pro- 
perty thereat. 

Sect. 4. Said city may procure and hold such land, build- 
ings, furniture, engines and other apparatus, as may be neces- 
sary for the purposes of the fire department; and the city 
council may, by ordinance, make regulations regarding the 
use, control and preservation thereof. 

Sect. 5. The powers and duties mentioned in the preced- 
ing sections, or any of them, may be exercised and carried 
into effect by the said city council, in any manner in which 
they may prescribe, and through the agency of any persons, 
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or any board or boards, to whom they may delegate the same. 
Suitable penalties may be affixed to the violation of the regula- 
tions made under the authority of this act, not exceeding 
twenty dollars for any one breach thereof. 

Sect. 6. Said city is hereby authorized to expend a sum Relief of dis- 
not exceeding five hundred dollars annually, under the direc- abied Firemen, 
tion of the city council, for the relief of such firemen as are 
disabled in the service of said city, and for the relief of the 
families of such firemen as are killed in the performance of 
their duties. 

Sect. 7. The assessors of said city shall, after the present Assessors, how 
year, consist of three persons, elected by the city council by ^^^s®^- 
concurrent vote. As soon as may be after the first Monday rpg^^^ ^^ Q^j^g 
in January, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, one 
assessor shall be so elected for the term of one year, one for 
the term of two years, and one for the term of three years 
from said first Monday, and until their successors respectively 
are chosen. In each succeeding year one assessor shall be so vacancy, how 
elected for the term of three years. The city council may in fi*!®^- 
like manner fill any vacancy occurring in said board; may 
elect such assistants, and provide such clerical aid as they ^ chosen! "^^^ 
deem necessary, and define the duties and fix the compensa- 
tion of all of said officers. The mayor of said city shall not. The Mayor not 
after the present year, be ex-officio, a member of the board of *obe a mem- 
assessors. 

Sect. 8. No person shall be appointed city marshal, assis- Pouce how 
tant marshal, constable, or to any other office in the police nominated and 
department of said city, unless nominated to said office by *pp^^*®'*' 
the inayor. 

Sect. 9. So much of the act to which this act is in addition ^^*« repealed, 
as is inconsistent herewith, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 10. This act shall take effect whenever the same is to be adopted 
adopted by the city council of said city by concurrent vote ; ^y ^^^y^®^*'^^- 
and unless so adopted within six months after its passage, the 
same shall be void. [Approved Feb. 20, 1866. Adopted by 
City Council, Feb. 21, 1866. 
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CHAPTER 347, ACTS OF 1869. 
SECOND AMENDMENT. 



Section. 
1. Mayor and President of Common 



Council, members 
Committee. 



of School 



Section. 
2. This Act, when to take effect. 



An Act concerning the School Committee of the City of 
Taunton. 

pres^den't'^of Sect. 1. The mayor and the president of the common 
Common council of the City of Taunton shall be ex-offieiis members of 
Council, mem- the board of school committee of said city, and the mayor 
committe^^*^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ chairman of said board ; with the same powers and 
omm e. (j^^^i^g ^g (f severally elected to said offices by vote in accord- 
ance with law. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect when accepted by the 
city council of said city ; provided^ such acceptance be within 
three months after its passage. \_Approved June 2, 1869. 
Accepted by the City Council, July 21, 1869. 
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CITY OF TAUNTON. 



Eevised City Charter 



Section. 

1. Corporate name and general pow- 

ers. 

2. Goyemment vested in Mayor and 

City Council. To be sworn. A 
quorum. 

3. Division into Wards. Powers of 

City Council to alter bounda- 
ries. 

4. Election of Ward Officers. Offi- 

cers pro tern. Oath of Ward Offi- 
cers. Warrants for Meetings. 

5. Election of Mayor, Aldermen, Coun- 

cilmen, and commencement of 
term of office. Election of School 
Committee. Term of office. Va- 
cancies: how filled. 

6. Mode of conducting Municipal Elec- 

tions. Certificates of Election to 
be delivered. Proceedings in 
case of failure to elect. Examina- 
tion of returns of votes for Mayor 
and School Committee. Notice 
of Election. Vacancy in Mayor's 
office : how filled. City Govern- 
ment: annual organization. To 
be qualified. Vacancy in either 
board. Chairman of Aldermen to 
be electett. 

7. Powers and duties of Mayor. Spe- 

cial meetings ; how called. 

8. Nominations to be made by the 

Mayor and confirmed by the Al- 
dermen. 

9. Executive powers vested in Mayor 

and Aldermen. Election of City 
Treasurer, Clerk, etc. Vacancies 
and removals. General duties of 
City Council. Annual receipts 
and expenditures to be published. 



Section. 

10. Members of City Council not to 

hold salaried city offices. 

11. City Clerk's, duties. When absent, 

office bow filled. 

12. Election and duties of Assessors 

and assistants. Collection of 

13. Election of Overseers of Poor and 

organization of the board. \ 

14. Board of Health: how appointed. 

Of whom to consist. Powers and 
duties. 

15. Fire Department. City Council to 

make regulations concerning. 
Relief for disabled firemen. 

16. Laying out of Streets. Remedy of 

parties aggrieved thereby. 

17. Drains and Common Sewers. 

18. Warrants to be issued for election 

of Representatives to General 
Court. 

19. Election of National, State and 

County Officers. Examination of 
returns of votes, and certificates 
of results to be signed. 

20. Voting lists to be prepared and 

posted prior to election. 

21. Cteneral meetings of citizens may 

be held. 

22. By-laws made by City Council to be 

approved by the Mayor. All fines 
and forfeitures for breach there- 
of to be paid into the City Treas- 
ury. 

23. Fines and forfeitures to be prose- 

cuted for before the District 
Court. 

24. This act void unless accepted with- 

in three months. 



Section 1. The inhabitants of the City of Taunton, for ^^^ ^^^^^ 
all purposes for which towns and cities are by law incorporated name and geu- 
in this Commonwealth, shall continue to be a body politic and erai powers, 
corporate under the name and style of the City of Taunton, 
and as such have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immuni- 
ties, powers and privileges, and shall be subject to all the 
duties and obligations now incumbent upon and appertaining 
to said city as a municipal corporation. 

/ Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential Government 
and municipal affairs of said city, with the government there- vested in 
of, shall be vested in a mayor, one council of eight to be oity^coun^ii 
called the board of aldermen, and one council of twenty-four 
to be called the common council ; which boards, in their joint 
capacity, shall be called the city council ; and the members 
thereot shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. 
A majority of each board shall constitute a quorum for 
business. 
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REVISED CITY CHARTER. 



To be divided 
into eight 
wards. 



Boandaries 
may be 
changed. 



Election of 
Ward Officers. 



Ward Officers 
to be sworn. 



Warrants for 
meetings. 



Mayor to be 
elected at large 

One Alderman 
and three 
Councilmen 
from each 
ward. 



Sect. 8. The City of Taunton shall continue to be- divided 
as heretofore into eight wards. The city council may, at any 
time before the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
not oftener than once in five years thereafter, alter, if needful, 
the boundaries of the wards so as to preserve, as nearly as 
may be consistent with well-defined limits to each ward, an 
equal number of voters in each ward ; and until such altera- 
tion shall be made the boundary lines of the wards of said 
city shall remain as now established. 

Sect. 4. On Tuesday after the first Monday in December 
in each year, there shall be chosen by ballot in each of said 
wards, a warden, clerk and three inspectors of elections, who 
shall he different persons, residents in the ward, who shall 
hold their offices one year and until others are chosen and 
qualified in their stead. Said wardens shall preside at all 
ward meetings, with the powers of moderators of town meet- 
ings ; and if at any meeting the warden is not present, the 
clerk shall preside until a warden pro tempore is chosen by 
ballot; if both the warden and clerk are absent, the senior in 
age of the inspectors present shall preside until a warden pro 
tempore is thus chosen ; and if all said officers are absent, any 
legal voter in said ward may preside until a warden pro tem- 
pore is so chosen. When any ward officer is absent, or neg- 
lects to perform his duty, his office shall be filled pro tempore^ 
by the voters present. The clerk shall record all the proceed- 
ings of such meetings and certify the votes cast and deliver 
to his successor in office all records, journals, documents and 
papers held by him in his official capacity. The inspectors 
shall assist the warden in receiving, assorting: and counting 
the votes. AH said officers shall be sworn to the faithful dis- 
charge of their duties. The oath of office shall be adminis- 
tered by the clerk to the warden, and by the warden to the 
clerk and to the inspectors, or to either of said officers by any 
justice of the peace ; certificate of such oaths shall be made 
by the clerk upon the ward records. The election of munici- 
pal officers shall take place on Tuesday next after the first 
Monday of December annually, and the municipal year shall 
begin on the first Monday of January following. All warrants 
for meetings of the citizens for municipal purposes, to be held 
either in wards or in general meeting, shall be issued by the 
mayor and aldermen, and shall be in such form and served 
and returned in such manner and at such times as the city 
council shall by ordinance direct. 

Sect. 5. The mayor shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the city at large, voting in their respective wards. 
He shaU be a qualified voter of the city, and shall hold his 
office for the municipal year next following his election, and 
until another shall have been elected and qualified in his 
place. One alderman and three common councilmen shall be 
elected by and from the voters of each ward, and shall at the 
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time of their election be residents of the wards respectively 
in which they are elected ; they shall hold their offices for the 
municipal year next following their election and until a 
majority of the new boards respectively shall be elected and g^jj^Qj ^^^^^ 
qualified in their places. The board of school committee mittee. 
shall consist of eleven persons ; three members shall be chosen /^^ 
at each annual election, in the manner provided for the elec- ^^ ' 
tion of mayor, for the term of three years. The mayor and 
president of the common council shall be ex-officiis members 
of the board of school committee, with the same powers and 
duties as if severally elected thereto ; and the mayor shall be 
chairman of said board. The persons heretofore elected as 
members of said board shall continue in office according to 
the tenure thereof. The board of school committee shall be 
the final judge of the qualification and election of its own 
members, and shall have all the powers vested in school com- 
mittees by the laws of the Commonwealth. A majority of 
the members of said board shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. Any vacancy occurring in said board "Vacancies, 
may be filled, for the remainder of the municipal year, by the f^^ '22!^*^' **' 
joint ballot of the aldermen and school committee, and for the 
unexpired term thereafter shall be filled at the first municipal 
election after such vacancy occurs. 

Sect. 6. On Tuesday after the first Monday of December Annual eieo- 
in each year when the qualified voters in each ward shall tiono'offlcws. 
give in their votes for mayor, aldermen, common councilmen, 
school committee and ward officers, as herein before provided, 
all the votes so given in shall be assorted, counted, declared 
and registered in open ward meeting, and the name of each 
person voted for and the number of votes given for each 
person shall be recorded in words at length. The clerk of 
the ward, within twenty-four hours after such election, shall 
cause to be delivered to each person elected as alderman and 
common councilman a certificate of his election, signed by certificates oi 
the warden and clerk and a majority of the inspectors, and election, 
shall deliver to the city clerk a copy of the record of such 
elections certified in like manner ; provided^ that in all cases 
the persons receiving the greatest number of votes for their 
respective offices shall be declared to be elected. If two or 
more persons have received the same number of votes for any 
of said offices, the meeting may be adjourned from time to 
time until some person is elected. The board of aldermen 
shall, as soon as may be and in the manner provided by law, 
examine the copies of the records of the several wards, certi- 
fied as aforesaid, and shall cause the person who has received 
the greatest number of votes for mayor, and the persons who 
have received the greatest number of votes for school com- 
mittee, respectively, to be notified in writing of their elec- 
tion ; but if there shall appear to be a failure so to elect in 
any case, or if a person so elected shall refuse to accept his 
office, the board of aldermen shall issue their warrants for a 
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Vacancy in the 
office of mayor. 



Organization 
of the govern- 
ment. 



Chairman of 
the Board of 
Aldermen to be 
elected. 



Each board to 
keep a record. 



Mayor to be 
chief executive 
officer. 



new election, and the same proceedings as herein before pro- 
vided shall thereupon be had and repeated until such officers 
shall be elected. In case of the decease or resignation of the 
mayor, or of his inability to perform the duties of his office, 
the board of aldermen and the common council shall respec- 
tively, by vote, declare that a vacancy exists, and the cause 
thereof ; whereupon the two boards shall meet in convention 
and elect a mayor to fill such vacancy ; afid the mayor thus 
elected shall hold the office until the inability aforesaid is 
removed, or until a new election, which may be ordered by 
the board of aldermen. The oath of office shall be adminis- 
tered to the mayor by the city clerk or any justice of the 
peace. The aldermen and common councilmen elect shall, 
on the first Monday of January in each year at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, meet in convention, when the oath shall be 
administered to them by the mayor or city clerk, a certificate 
whereof shall be entered on the journals of said boards by 
their respective clerks. The boards shall then separate and 
the common council shall be organized by the choice of one 
of their number as president, and also of a clerk, not one of 
their number, both of whom shall be sworn to the faithful 
discharge of their duties. In case of the absence of the 
mayor elect on the first Monday of January, or if the mayor 
shall not then have been chosen, the city government shall 
be organized in the manner herein before provided, and may- 
proceed to business in the same manner as if the mayor was 
present ; and the oath of office, at any time thereafter in con- 
vention of the two branches, may be administered to the 
mayor and any member of the city council who may have 
been absent at the organization. The board of aldermen 
shall elect one of their number to preside at all meetings of 
the board when the mayor does not preside, who shall be' 
called the chairman of the board of aldermen, and who shall 
hold office during the municipal year for which he is elected. 
In the absence of both the mayor and chairman of the board 
of aldermen, the aldermen shall elect one of their members 
as chairman for the time being. In the absence of the mayor, 
the chairman of the board of aldermen shall preside at all 
conventions of the city council. Each board shall keep a 
record of its own proceedings, and judge of the election of its 
own members ; but in case of the failure of an election, or in 
case of any vacancy declared by either board, the mayor and 
aldermen shall order a new election. 

Sect. 7. 'J'he mayor shall be the chief executive officer of 
the city ; he shall be vigilant in causing the laws and regula- 
tions of the city to be enforced ; he shall exercise a general 
supervision over the conduct of all subordinate officers, and 
shall cause their neglect of duty to be punished. He may 
call special meetings of the boards of aldermen and common 
council, or either of them when he deems it necessary, by 
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causing written notices thereof to be left at the places of resi- 
dence of the several members. He shall from time to time 
communicate such information and recommend such measures 
as in his opinion the interests of the city may require. He 
shall preside in the board of aldermen, and in convention of 
the two boards. 

Sect. 8. In all cases in which appointments are directed to Mayor to nomi- 
be made by the mayor and aldermen, the mayor shall have ^ contaS^* 
exclusive power of nomination, being subject however to con- tion by aider- 
firmation or rejection by the board of aldermen ; but if a per- "^en. 
son so nominated shall fail of confirmation it shall be the duty 
of the mayor to make another nomination within one month 
from the time of such rejection or failure to confirm. 

Sect. 9. The executive power of said city generally^ and po^r vested 
the administration of the police^ with all the powers formerly in mayor and 
vested in the selectmen of the town of Taunton, and hereto- aldermen, 
fore vested in the mayor and aldermen of the city of Taunton, nV/'^ 
shall continue to be vested in and exercised by the mayor and ^^ ^ 
aldermen of said city, as fully as if the same were herein 
specially enumerated. The mayor and aldermen shall have 
full exclusive power to appoint constables, and a city marshal 
or chief of police and assistants, with the powers and duties 
of constables, and all other police officers, and to remove the 
same when cause exists therefor. All other powers now vest- 
ed in the inhabitants of said city, and all powers granted to 
them by this act, shall be vested in the mayor and aldermen 
and common council, except so far as different provisions are 
herein made, to be exercised by concurrent vote, each board 
to have a negative upon the other. The city council shall an- Election of city 
nually, as soon as maybe after organization, elect by joint bal- clerk, etc! 
^ lot a city treasurer, collector of taxes, city clerk, city solicitor, 
(VJ-^ superintendent of streets [and city physician], for the ensu- [Repealed, act 
ing year, who shall hold their respective offices until others ° 
are elected and qualified in their stead, and the city council 
shall, in such manner as may be determined by ordinance, ap- 
point or elect all other subordinate officers not herein other- 
wise provided for, define their duties, and fix the compensation 
of all officers and subordinate officers so far as the same are 
not determined by the laws of the Commonwealth The city vacancies and 
council may fill a vacancy existing in any such office, and may '®';^^^^- 
remove any of said officers for cause. The sessions of the ^ ' 9 
boards aforesaid shall be public when they are not engaged ^^^^^ ^^^. 
in executive business. , The city council shall see that no of Thecity^ *^^ 
money is paid from the city treasury unless granted or appro- council, 
priated ; they shall secure a just and prompt accountability by ^ 
requiring bonds, with sufficient penalties and securities, from "^ '' o 
all persons intrusted with the receipt, custody or disburse- 
ment of money, and from such other officers as they may think 
necessary; they shall have the care and superintendence of 
the city buildings, and the control and management of all city 
[2] 
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property, with power to let or sell what may be legally let or 

sold; and to purchase property, real and personal, in the 

name and for the use of the city, whenever in the judgment of 

the city council it may be deemed expedient. The city coun- 

ment'S re-^*^' ^^^ ^^^^ publish annually a particular account of the receipts 

ceiptB and ex- and expenditures of the city, and a schedule of the property 

penditures to and debts of the same. The city council shall also fix the an- 

be printed. j^^^j gj^jg^j.y ^f ^jjg niayor. 

citycouncu Sect. 10. No alderman or common councilman shall be 

not to hold sal- appointed or elected by the city council, or either branch 
aried offices, thereof, to any ofl&ce the salary of which is paid by the city. 
cie^kS'^'a^^^^^ Sect. 11. The city clerk before entering upon the duties 
men and in of his ofl&cc shall be sworu to the faithful performance there- 
joint conven- of. He shall be clerk of the board of aldermen, shall attend 
**®°- said board when the same is in session, keep a journal of the 

acts and proceedings of said board, sign all warrants issued by 
them, and do such other acts in his capacity as may lawfully 
and reasonably be required of him; he shall deliver all 
journals, records, papers and documents, and other things en- 
trusted to him as city clerk, to his successor in office imme- 
diately upon such successor being chosen and qualified as 
aforesaid, or whenever he may be thereto required by the board 
of aldermen. He shall also be clerk of the city council when 
in convention. He shall perform all the duties and exercise all 
the powers by law incumbent upon or vested in clerks of 
towns in this Commonwealth, or by law belonging to the city 
Appointment ^^^^^ ^f the City of Taunton, as fully as if the same were par- 
in case of ab- ticularly ^numerated. In case of the temporary absence or 
sence. sickness of the city clerk, or in case of his death, the mayor and 

aldermen may appoint a city clerk pro tempore^ with all the 
powers, duties and obligations of the city clerk, until the city 
clerk resumes his duties, or his successor is elected ; and said 
officer shall be sworn in the manner provided in the case of 
the city clerk. 
Assessors and Sect. 12. The persons heretofore elected by the city 
council as members of the board of assessors shall continue in 
office according to the terms heretofore established, and as 
soon after the first Monday in January annually hereafter as 
conveniently may be, the city council shall by concurrent vote 
elect one person, a resident of said city, to serve as a member 
of said board for three years from said first Monday, and 
until his successor is chosen and qualified. The city council 
may in like manner fill any vacancy in said board ; may elect 
such assistants and provide such clerical aid as it deems neces- 
sary, and define the duties and fix the compensation of all of 
said officers. The assessors chosen as aforesaid shall exercise 
the same powers and be subject to the same duties and lia- 
coiiection of ^^^^*^®® ^^ town asscssors under the laws of the Commonwealth, 
taxes. They shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. 

All taxes shall be apportioned and collected in the man 
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prescribed by the laws of this Commonwealth : provided^ how- 
ever^ that the city council may establish further or additional 
provisions for the collection thereof. 

Sect. 13. As soon after the acceptance of thi^ act as may oyeneen of 
be convenient, the city council shall by concurrent vote choose the poor, 
three persons to be overseers of the poor, — one for three 
years,. one for two years, and one for one year, from the first 
Monday of January preceding said election, and until others 
shall be elected in their stead ; and thereafter in the month of 
January annually said city council shall in like manner choose 
one person who shall hold his office for the term of three years 
next ensuing, and until another shall be chosen and qualified 
in his stead. The city council may, for cause, remove any 
member of said board, and shall fill any vacancy therein for 
the unexpired term, by election in the manner herein before 
provided, as soon as may be after the occurrence of such va- 
cancy. Annually in the month of January said board shall 
organize by the choice from th«ir own number of a chairman, 
and a secretary who shall also act as agent of said board. The 
city council shall fix the compensation of said overseers of the 
poor. 

Sect. 14. There shall be a board of health consisting of Board of 
the city physician and two other persons, who shall be forth- ^®****^- 
with appointed in the manner provided in sections eight and 
fifteen of chapter eighty of the Public Statutes ; and said 
board shall have, all the powers and privileges and be subject 
to all the duties and provisions relating to boards of health so 
appointed, set forth in said chapter, and all the power and au- 
thority now vested in the board of health of said city shall be 
transferred to and be vested in the board of health appointed 
as above provided. 

Sect. 16. The city council shall establish a fire depart- Fire depart- 
ment for said city, and shall by ordinance determine of what ^^^^-^ ^ 
officers and members said department shall consist, prescribe I ' ^ 
the time and mode of their appointment and removal, define 
their powers, duties and periods of service, fix their compensa- 
tion and make such other regulations regarding their conduct 
and government as they deem expedient. The engineers or 
other officers of the department, appointed as aforesaid, shall 
have all the powers and authority conferred upon fire wards 
by the Public Statutes. The city council of said city may by 
ordinance make regulations concerning the management of 
fires, the conduct of all persons present at the same, the re- 
moval and protection of property, the examination of any 
building or place where combustible materials or substances 
are supposed to be kept or deposited, the removal of such ma- 
terials and substances, and the adoption of other suitable safe- 
guards against fires and the loss or destruction of property by 
reason of the same. Said city may procure and hold such 
land, buildings, furniture, engines and other apparatus as 
may be necessary for the purposes of the fire department ; and 
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the city council may by ordinance make regulations regarding 
^®^®ff^*y^® the use, control and preservation thereof. The powers and 
pre8cribed**by duties mentioned in the preceding sections, or any of them, 
the city coun- may be exercised and carried into effect by the said city coun- 
cil- cil in any manner in which it may prescribe, and through the 
agency of any persons or any board or boards to whom it may 
delegate the same. Suitable penalties may be affixed to the 
violation of the regulations made under the authority of this 
act, not exceeding twenty dollars for any breach thereof. 
Said city is authorized to expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually, under the direction of the city 
council, for the relief of such firemen as are disabled in the 
service of said city, and for the relief of the families of such 
firemen as are killed in the performance of their duties. 
^Ii*f f"« Sect. 16. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrent 
"*'""*'' "*" vote of the common council, may lay out, alter or discontinue 
streets and town ways, fix the grades thereof and estimate 
the damages sustained by parties thereby ; but all parties ag- 
grieved by such action shall have the same right of applica- 
cation and complaint to the coujity commissioners that they 
now have when dissatisfied with the action of selectmen of 
towns. 
Drains and Sect. 17. The mayor and aldermen, with the concurrence 
ers?"^*^ **^ ^f ^^^ common council, may lay drains and common sewers 
through streets or private lands, paying the owners such 
damages as they sustain thereby. They may require any per- 
son opening a drain into such common drain or sewer to pay 
a reasonable sum for that privilege, 
re^reients^ Sect. 18. The mat/or and aldermen shall in es^ch year 
tives^togenerai issue their Warrants for calling meetings for the election of 
conrt. the whole number of representatives to the general court, to 
which the said city is by law entitled, such number to be 
specified in such warrants. 
Election of na- Sect. 19. All elections of county, state and United States 
^dcouiSy* officers, who are chosen by the people, shall be held at meet- 
officers, ings of citizens qualified to vote in such elections in their re- 
spective wards at the times prescribed by law ; the votes given 
for such officers shall be received, assorted, counted, declared 
and registered in open ward meetings, as is herein provided 
in reference to city officers. The ward clerks shall forthwith 
deliver to the city clerk certified copies of the records so 
made ; and all ballots and check lists shall be sealed and trans- 
mitted to the city clerk in the manner provided by the laws 
of the Commonwealth. The city clerk shall forthwith record 
such returns ; and the mayor and aldermen shall, within the 
time provided by law, after every such election, examine^ and 
compare all such returns, and make out a certificate of the 
result of such election, to be signed by the mayor and a ma- 
jority of the aldermen, and also by the city clerk, which certi- 
ficate shall be transmitted, delivered and returned as by law 
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required. If the whole number of representatives to the 
General Court are not elected, the mayor and aldermen shall 
issue their warrants for a new election, conformably to the 
constitution and laws. 

Sect. 20. Lists of voters in each ward shall be prepared Preparation of 
by the mayor and aldermen in the manner provided by the ^***^°^ "***• 
laws of the Commonwealth, and for that purpose they shall 
have access to the assessors' books and lists, and be entitled 
to the assistance of all the city officers ; and said lists, so pre- 
pared, they shall deliver to the clerks of the wards, to be used 
at such elections, and shall cause copies thereof to be posted 
in three public places in each ward the length of time re- 
quired by law prior to such elections ; and no person shall be 
entitled to vote in a ward whose name is not borne on such a 
list: provided^ that any person whose name shall not be borne 
on the list of the ward in which he is entitled to vote when 
it shall be placed in the hands of the clerk of said ward shall 
have the right to have his name entered thereon at such time 
thereafter as is provided in like cases by the laws of this Com- 
monwealth. 

Sect. 21. General meetings of the citizens qualified to General meet- 
vote may be held according to the right secured to the people i^gsof citi- 
by the constitution of the Commonwealth. Such meetings 
shall be called by the mayor and aldermen on the petition of 
fifty qualified vcters. 

Sect. 22. The city council shall make by-laws or ordinan- By-iawa to be 
ces, with suitable penalties, for the inspection, survey, meas- mad© 'or in- 
urement, weighing and sale of lumber, wood, coal and bark ^^^**^^^^,j 
brought into or exposed in the city for sale, and all such other etc. ' ^^ '* 
by-laws as towns may make and establish ; but no penalty for 
a breach thereof shall exceed twenty dollars. Such by-laws 
shall be presented to the mayor for his approval ; if he ap- 
prove, he shall sign them ; if not he shall return them to 
either branch of the city council, with his objections ; if they 
are again passed by two-thirds of the members of each board 
present and voting thereon, the same shall become a law, 
otherwise not. All fines and forfeitures for the breach of any 
by-law or ordinance shall be paid into the city* treasury. 

Sect. 23. All fines, forfeitures and penalties accruing for Fines and for- 
the breach of any by-law of said city, or of the ordinances of ^e^^^^secuted 
the city council, or of any of the orders of the mayor and for before 
aldermen, may be prosecuted for and recovered before the First District 
First District Court of Bristol in the manner in which fines, ^^"^ <*' ^'^^ 
forfeitures and penalties have heretofore been by law prose- 
cuted for and recovered; reserving however to the party 
prosecuted the right of appeal to the superior court. If any 
person refuses to pay such a fine imposed upon him, or refuses 
to recognize with sureties to prosecute his appeal, the same 
proceedings shall be had as in any criminal prosecution. 
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^****^ d^!rt w" S®^- 24. This act shall be void unless accepted by the 
ti^ months! ^^^J couDcil of Taunton within three months from its passage^ 
' [^pVToved May 11, 1882. Accepted hy the City Council^ July 
10, 1882. 
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AMENDMENT 



TO THE 



REVISED CITY CHARTER. 



CHAPTER 46, ACTS OF 1883. 

An Act relating to the City Physician and Board of 
Health of the City of Taunton. 

SectioD. I Section. 

1. Ameuding Section 9< striking out 2. Appointments in 1883. 
"and city physician." I 

Sect. 1. Section nine of chapter two hundred and eleven Amendment 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two, pro- f.and^cilyphy- 
Yiding for the election of certain officers of the City of Taun- sician." 
ton, is amended by striking from the twentieth line of said 
section the words " and city physician," and by inserting in 
said line the word " and " before the word " superintendent." 

Sect. 2. The appointments to the board of health of the Appointments 
City of Taunton shall, in the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-three, be made within thirty days after the passage of 
this act, to take effect from the first Monday of February of 
said year. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Ap- 
proved March 14, 1883. 
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STATUTES OF 1876. CHAPTER 217. 

An act to supply the City of Taunton with pure water. 

Taunton to be SECTION 1. The City of Taunton is authorized to take and 
supplied with hold the waters of either Taunton River, in the City of Taun- 
water. (Acts ton, or in the Town of Raynham, or Elders' and Assowompset 
sfs*;^^* ^^' Po^^s in the Towns of Lakeville, Middleborough and Roches- 
ter, and the waters in said towns which flow into said ponds, 
together with any water-rights connected therewith, and may 
take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, such land around 
the margin of said ponds, not exceeding five rods in width, 
as may be necessary for the preservation and purity of said 
waters, and may also take and hold such lands as are neces- 
sary for maintaining dams and reservoirs for the storage of 
said waters, and for laying and maintaining conduits, pipes, 
drains and other works for collecting, conducting and dis- 
tributing said waters through said City of Taunton : provided, 
however, that if said City of Taunton take water from said 
Assowompset Pond, the said city shall construct and main- 
tain a dam at the place where the Assowompset Pond flows 
. into Nemasket River, not exceeding two and one-half feet in 
height above the mud sill as it now exists at said place ; and 
provided, further, that if said dam shall not retain sufficient 
water for one year's supply for the City of Taunton, then 
said city shall have the right to, and shall raise said dam to 
^uch a height as will retain sufficient water for one year's sup- 
ply for said City of Taunton. It is also provided that the 
natural flow of said Assowompset Pond into the Nemasket 
River shall at all times be maintained. 
To file in the Sbct. 2. Said City of Taunton shall, within sixty days 
Registry of from the time of taking any land as aforesaid, file in the 
Deeds ade- registry of deeds in which by existing laws a deed of the 
land taken* Same is required to be recorded, a description of land so taken, 
sufficiently accurate for identification, and state the purposes 
for which it is taken, and the title of all land so taken shall 
vest in said city. Any person injured in his property under 
this act, and failing to agree with said city as to the amount 
of damages, may have the same assessed and determined in 
the same manner as is provided where land is taken for high- 
ways, 
dims.^ewr^''* Sect. 3. Said City of Taunton may construct dams, res- 
voirs, etc. ervoirs and aqueducts, and maintain the same by any works 
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suitable therefor. Said City of Taunton may also carry its 
conduits, pipes and drains over or under any water-course, 
street, railroad, highway or other way, in such a manner as 
not to obstruct the same, and may enter upon and dig up any 
road or way in such a manner as to cause the least hindrance 
to the travel thereon ; and in general may do any other acts 
aud things necessary, convenient or proper for the carrying 
out of this act. 

Sect. 4. Whoever willfully corrupts, pollutes or diverts Penalty for 
any of the waters taken under this act, or injures any dam, corrupting or 
reservoir, aqueduct, conduit, pipe or other property owned or ^l^"^^ 
used by said city for the purposes of this act, shall forfeit and 
pay to said city three times the amount of damages assessed 
therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort ; and upon con- 
viction of either of the above acts shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding six months. 

Sect. 5. For the purpose of defraying the cost and ex- water loan not 
penses which may be incurred under the provisions of this *« exceed 
act, said City of Taunton, through its treasurer, shall have ' 
authority to issue, from time to time, notes, scrip or certifi- 
cates of debt, to be denominated on the face thereof, '' Taun- 
ton Water Loan," to an amount not exceeding two hundred 
thousand dollars, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 
seven per centum per annum, payable semi-annually ; the 
principal shall be payable at periods not more than twenty 
years from the issuing of said notes, scrip or certificates of 
debt respectively. Said cit}^ may sell the same, or any part 
thereof, from time to time, or pledge the same for money 
borrowed for the purposes aforesaid, on such terms and con- 
ditions as it may deem proper. Said city shall pay the inter- 
est as it accrues on said loan, and shall establish a sinking 
fund and shall contribute thereto annually a sum sufficient 
with its accumulations to pay the principal of said loan at 
maturity ; and said sinking fund shall remain sacred and in- 
violate and pledged to the payment of said principal and shall 
be used for no other purpose. 

Sect. 6. Three commissioners shall be chosen by the city water com- 
council in convention, one for the term of one year, one for misioners to be 
the term of two years, and one for the term of three years chosen by city 
from the first Monday of the January following the accept- ®*^^'^°^^- 
ance of this act by the City of Taunton as hereinafter pro- 
vided, and until their successors respectively are chosen. In 
each succeeding year one commissioner shall be so chosen for 
the term of three years and until his successor is chosen. 
The city council may in like manner fill any vacancy occur- 
ring in said board. And the said commissioners shall super- 
intend and direct the execution and performance of all the 
works, matters and things mentioned in the preceding sec- 
tions; they shall be subject to such ordinanoes, rules and 
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regulations, in the execution of their said trust, as the city- 
council may from time to time ordain and establish, not in- 
consistent with the provisions of this act, and the laws of thi» 
Commonwealth. A major part of said commissioners shall be 
a quorum for the exercise of the powers, and the performance 
of the duties of the said office. 
commiflsionerB Sect. 7. Said water commissioner shall so establish the 
to estabiiBh rents for the use of said water, as to provide annually from 
the net income for the payment of the interest on the " Taun- 
ton Water Loan," and also after three years from the intro- 
duction of said water, for the further payment of not less 
than one per centum of the principal of said loan. The net 
surplus, after deducting all interest and expenses, shall be 
set apart as a sinking fund and applied solely to the payment 
Amended by of the principal of said water loan, until the same is fully paid 
St. 1878, c. 31. and discharged. [Said water commissioners shall be trustees 
si^in/runds ^^ ®^^^ sinking fund, and shall annually, or as often as said 
substituted, city may require, render an account of all the doings in rela^ 

tion thereto.] 
Water rates to Sect. 8. At any time after the expiration of three years 
be increased if from the introduction of said water, and before the reimburse- 
suffiSSirto"''* ^®^* ^^ *^® principal of said " Taunton Water Loan," if the 
pay interest on ^ct incomc from said water rents, at the rates established by 
the loan. the water commissioners, shall, for any two successive years, 

be insufficient to pay the accruing interest on said loan, and 
the one per centum to the sinking fund as aforesaid, then the 
supreme judicial court, or any justice thereof, upon the peti- 
tion of twenty-five or more legal voters of said city, shall 
appoint three commissioners, who, upon due notice to the 
parties interested, may increase the price of said water, so far 
as may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid, but no further, 
and the award of said commissioners, or the major part of 
them, being returned and accepted by said court at the next 
term thereof, shall be binding and conclusive for not less than 
three years next after said acceptance. 
Liability of Sect. 9. The occupant of any tenement shall be liable for 

owner and the payment of the rent for the use of water in such tenement, 
tenant. ^^^ ^^^ owncr shall also be liable, if, on being notified in 

writing of such use he does not object thereto. 

Rights of cer- Sbct. 10. Nothing in this act shall affect any right of the 

tain towns not town of Raynham to draw water from said river, or any rights 

affected. ^^ ^j^^ Towns of Lakevillc, Middleborough and Rochester, to 

draw water from said pond or ponds, or of the City of Mew 

Bedford to draw water from Long Pond. 

When to take Sbct. 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and 

shall become void unless accepted within two years by a 

majority vote of the legal voters of the (^ity of Taunton 

present and voting at a legal meeting called for that purpose, 

and held in the same manner as meetings for the election of 

municipal officers; the check list shall be used, and the 
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voting of such meeting shall be by ballot, written or printed 
yea or nay. [^Approved May 19, 1876. Accepted Sept. 21, 
1876. 



STATUTES OF 1877. CHAPTER 70. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to issue addi- 
tional water scrip, and to limit the amount thereof. 

Section. 1. The City of Taunton, for purposes mentioned ^»y ^^"^^ *^- 
in the fifth section of chapter two hundred and seventeen of ^^p^^ ^*^^' 
the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
five, may issue notes, scrip or certificates of debt, to be de- 
nominated on the face thereof " Taunton Water Loan," to an 
amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars in addition to 
the amount authorized by said chapter, to be issued upon like 
terms and conditions and with like powers in all respects as 
are provided in said chapter two hundred and seventeen for 
the issue of bonds of said city : provided^ that the whole 
amount of such water scrip, bonds, notes or certificates issued 
by said city under the authority given by this act and by all ^^^ ^ exceed 
other acts shall not in any event exceed the amount of two in aii $250,000. 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [_ Ap- 
proved March 26, 1877. 



STATUTES OF 1878. CHAPTER 31. 

An Act to amend section seven of Chapter two hundred 
and seventeen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five, making the Commissioners of the sinking funds 
of the City of Taunton Trustees of the Water Loan sinking 
fund. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Sect. 1. Section seven of chapter two hundred and seven- ^^^^ 
teen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five com^^to be" 
is hereby amended by striking out all words in said section Trustees of 
after the word " discharged," and inserting the following : — water Loan 
" The commissioners of the sinking funds of said City of ** *^ "^ 
Taunton shall be trustees .of said sinking fund ; and shall 
annually, or as often as said city may require, render an ac- 
count of all the doings in relation thereto." 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. \_Ap' 
proved February 28, 1878. 
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STATUTES OF 1880. CHAPTER 74. 



Water supply 
for the city. 



Loan not to 
exceed $350,000 



The city may 
take land. 



To file in the 
Registry a de< 
scription 
thereof. 



An Act in addition to an act to supply the City of Taun- 
ton with pure water. 

Section 1. The City of Taunton for the purposes men- 
tioned in the fifth section of chapter two hundred and seven- 
teen of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-five, and for defraying all costs and expenses which 
may be incurred under the provisions of this act additional 
thereto, may issue notes, scrip, bonds, or certificates of debt 
to be denominated on the face thereof "Taunton Water 
Loan," to an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand 
dollars in addition to the amounts authorized by said chapter 
and chapter seventy of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-seven, to be issued upon like terms and condi- 
tions and with like powers in all respects as are provided in 
said chapter two hundred and seventeen for the issue of 
bonds of said city, provided^ that the whole amount of such 
water scrip, notes, bonds, or certificates of debt, issued by said 
city under the authority given by this act and the other acts 
above mentioned, shall not in any event exceed the amount 
of three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 2. The City of Taunton may take and hold by pur- 
chase or otherwise such lands as it may deem necessary, 
adjoining the Taunton Great River within the limits of the 
City of Taunton or Town of Raynham, in addition to the land 
already taken and held by said city under the provisions of 
chapter two hundred and seventeen of the acts of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, for the purpose 
of extending and increasing the supply of pure water, and 
for laying, maintaining and constructing the conduits, pipes, 
reservoirs and other works for holding, collecting, filtering, 
purifying, conducting and distributing the waters of said 
river or such waters as may be drawn from the land taken 
under this and said previous acts. 

Sect. 3. Said City of Taunton shall, within sixty days 
from the time of taking of any land as herein provided, file 
in the registry of deeds in which by existing laws a deed of 
the same is required to be recorded, a description of the land 
so taken sufficiently accurate for identification, and shall state 
therein the purposes for which it is taken, and the title of 
all land so taken shall vest in said city. Any person injured 
in his property under this act and failing to agree with said 
city as to the amount of damages may have the same assessed 
and determined in the same manner as is provided where land 
is taken for highways. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [-4p- 
proved March 11, 1880. 
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STATUTES OF 1882. CHAPTER 169. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to increase its 
Water Loan. 

Section 1. The City of Taunton, for the purposes men- Mayincrease 
tioned in section five of chapter two hundred and seventeen *®*** ^ ^^^ **" 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five and ^^^ in aii. 
chapter seventy-four of tne acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and eighty, may issue notes, scrip, bonds or certificates of 
debt, to be denominated on the face thereof " Taunton Water 
Loan," to an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand 
dollars, in addition to the amounts which said city is now 
authorized to issue, to be issued upon the same terms and 
conditions and with the same powers as are provided in said 
chapter two hundred and seventeen fcfr the issue of bonds of 
said city: provided^ that the whole amount of such water 
scrip, notes, bonds or certificates of debt issued by said city 
for the purposes of said water loan hereunder and under said 
chapter two hund4:ed and seventeen and the acts in addition 
thereto shall not in any event exceed the amount of four 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved April 14, 1882. 



STATUTES OF 1884. CHAPTER 160. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to increase its 
Water Loan. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : — 

Section 1. The City of Taunton, for the purposes men- Taunton may 
tioned in chapter two hundred and seventeen of the acts of increase its 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and chapter ^^^^ ^***^- 
seventy-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty, may issue notes, scrip, bonds or certificates of debt to 
be denominated on the face thereof " Taunton Water Loan," 
to an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, in 
addition to the amounts which said city is now authorized to 
issue, payable at periods not exceeding thirty years from the 
date of issue and, except as herein otherwise provided, to be 
issued on the same terms and conditions and with the same 
powers as are provided in said chapter two hundred and 
seventeen for the issue of bonds of said city : provided^ that 
the whole amount of such water scrip, notes, bonds or certi- whoie amount 
ficates of debt issued by said city for the purposes of said not to exceed 
water loan hereunder and under said chapter two hundred *^^'^^- 
and seventeen and the acts in addition thereto, shall not in 
any event exceed the amount of five hundred and fifty thous- 
and dollars. 
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Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, but 
shall become void unless accepted by vote of the city council 
of the City of Taunton. [^Approved April 16, 1884. Accepted. 



STATUTES OF 1888. CHAPTER 124. 

An act to authorize the City of Taunton to increase its 
Water Loan. 

Be it enactedy ctc.^as follows : — 

Taunton may SECTION 1. The City of Tauuton foT the purposes men- 

increase water tioned in chapter two hundred and seventeen of the acts of 
loan. ^Y^^ y^^j, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and chapter 

seventy-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty, may issue scrip, notes, bonds, or certificates of debt to 
be denominated on the face thereof Taunton Water Loan, to 
an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, in 
addition to the amounts which said city is now authorized to 
issue, payable at periods not exceeding thirty yeg^rs from the 
date of issue, and, except as herein otherwise provided, to be 
issued on the same terms and conditions and with the same 
powers as are provided in said chapter two hundred and 
seventeen for the issue of notes, scrip, or certificates of debt 
Whole amount ^^ ^aid citj'' ; provided^ that the whole amount of such water 
not to exceed scrip, notes, bonds, or certificates of debt issued by said city 
$660,000. for the purposes of said water loan hereunder and under said 

chapter two hundred and seventeen and the acts in addition 
thereto, shall not in any event exceed the amount of six hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved March 12, 1888. 



ACTS OF 1892. CHAPTER 94. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to make an ad- 
ditional Water Loan. 

Taunton may SECTION 1. The City of TaUUtOU, for the purposes men- 

increase its tioned in chapter two hundred and seventeen of the acts of 
In a^ddittonai* ^^^ J®^^ eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and subject to its 
amount of terms and provisions except as herein provided, may issue 
»6oo,ooo- notes, script or certificates of debt to be denominated on the 

face thereof, Taunton Water Loan, to an amount not ex- 
ceeding five hundred thousand dollars in addition to the 
amount which said city has heretofore been authorized to 
issue, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding six per centum 
per annum, payable semi-annually; the principal shall be pay- 
Terms of loan, able at a period not more than thirty years from the first day 
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of July in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two, and any 
premium derived from the sale of said notes, script or certifi- 
cates of debt, shall be held by the city treasurer and shall be 
applied to the payment of the interest on the debt herein au- 
thorized, so far as said premium shall sufiSce therefor. Said 
city shall pay the interest on said debt as it becomes due, and 
shall establish and maintain a sinking fund and contribute sinking fand. 
thereto annually after the first day of January in the year 
eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, a sum sufiScient with its 
accumulation to pay the principal of said loan at maturity ; 
and said sinking fund shall remain sacred and inviolate and 
pledged to the payment of said principal and shall be used for 
no other purpose ; but said city shall not be required to con- 
tribute to said sinking fund until said year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-seven. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Ap- 
proved March 22, 1892. 



STATUTES 1878. CHAPTER 140. 

An Act to provide a further supply of water for the City 
of New Bedford - 

JSe it enacted^ ^(?., as follows : — 

Sect. 1. The City of New Bedford is hereby authorized to 
take and hold, and convey into the reservoir of the New Bed- xew^sedford 
ford water works, in the Town of Acushnet, for the use of to take Lake- 
said city, in the same manner and for the same purposes as viue waters, 
the waters of said reservoir are or may be now used by law, 
the waters of Long Pond in the Towns of Lakeville and Free- 
town or of Little Quittacus Pond in the Towns of Lakeville 
and Rochester; and it is further authorized to take and hold, 
by purchase or otherwise, such lands as may be necessary for 
the laying out and maintaining, an aqueduct or conduit for 
conducting said waters to said reservoir ; and may take and 
hold such lands on each side of said aqueduct or conduit as 
may be deemed necessary or prudent, not exceeding two and 
a half rods on either side. 

Sect. 2. Said city shall within sixty days from the time Terms of loan, 
of taking any lands aforesaid, file in the registry of deeds for 
the county or district in which said lands lie, a description 
thereof, sufficiently accurately for identification, and a state- 
ment of the purpose for which said lands are taken; and 
thereafter the title of all lands so taken shall vest in said 
city. Any person injured in his property under this act, and 
failing to agree with said city as to the amount of damages, 
may have the same assessed and determined in the same man- 
ner as provided in the act of eighteen hundred and sixty-three, 
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chapter one hundred and sixty-three, entitled "An Act to 
supply the city of New Bedford with pure water." 
Adjustanent of Sect. 3. If at any time the City of Taunton shall take its 
water rights water supply or any portion thereof from Assowompset Pond, 
with Taunton. ^^^ ^j^^jj erect the dam provided for in chapter two hundred 
and seventeen of the acts of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five, the supreme judicial court, or any 
justice thereof, upon application of the City of Taunton, shall 
appoint a board of three commissioners, no one of whom shall 
be a citizen of the City of Taunton or of the City of New 
Bedford ; and said commissioners after having been sworn to 
the faithful and impartial discharge of their duties shall, after 
notice to both cities and a hearing, determine and decree 
what proportion if any, of the expense of the construction and 
maintenance of said dam and of the damages caused by the 
erection thereof, should be borne by the City of New Bedford, 
and shall assess the same accordingly and shall determine the 
manner in which the same shall be borne. In making their 
determination said commissioners shall not consider the pri- 
ority of use of said waters by either of said cities, but shall 
consider all other circumstances, which in their opinion may 
affect the proportion in which the expense of said construc- 
tion, maintenance and damages should be borne. They shall 
also determine how the costs of said proceedings shall be 
borne by said cities. The determination and decree of said 
board of commissioners, or that of a majority of them, shall 
be made in writing, and be reported to said court, and shall 
be subject to revision by said court. Said report, being 
accepted by said court, shall be binding upon both said 
cities. [Approved April 13, 1878. 



STATUTES OF 1884. CHAPTER 69. 
Sections 1, 8 and 9. 



Authority of 
Middle- 
borough to 
take As- 
sowompset 
Fond. 



An Act to supply the Town of Middleborough with water, 
or to authorize the Middleborough Fire District to furnish a 
water supply. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows : — 

Section 1. The town of Middleborough is hereby author- 
ized to take and hold in said town the water of Nemasket 
River, or of any springs or natural brooks within the water 
shed of said river in said Middleborough, or the water of 
Assowompset Pond, and convey the same into and through 
the said Town of Middleborough and through that part of the 
town of Lakeville lying between Assowompset Pond and 
said Middleborough on the westerly side of said Namasket 
River, for the use of said Middleborough and the inhabitants 
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thereof, for domestic and manufacturing purposes, and the 
extinguishment of fires ; and may also take and hold by pur- 
chase or otherwise lands or estates for the construction of 
such works as may be necessary therefor, and for laying and 
maintaining aqueducts or pipes, constructing and maintaining 
reservoirs, and such other works as may be necessary for con- 
veying, raising, retaining and distributing said water. 

Sect. 8. The preceding sections of this act, so far as they 
apply to, and confer authority on the town of Middleborough 
to introduce a supply of water for its inhabitants as aforesaid, 
shall become inoperative and void, unless said town shall ac- 
cept the same and authorize the introduction of water under 
its provisions by a two-thirds vote of its legal voters present 
and voting thereon at any legal town meeting called for the 
purpose within three months from the date of the passage of this 
act. At such meeting the check list shall be used and the 
voting shall be by ballot, written or printed. Yes, or No. 
The number of meetings so called shall not exceed two. 

Sect. 9. In case the town of Middleborough shall refuse to 
accept the preceding provisions of this act as specified in 
section eight, then the organization now known as the Mid- 
dleborough Fire District with its present metes and bounds 
shall hereby be made a corporation ; and in addition to the 
powers which it now has under the general law shall have the 
right to exercise all the powers and privileges conferred upon 
said town of Middleborough by the preceding sections of this 
act, and shall assume all the liabilities and duties imposed 
upon said town by this act. Said district shall have the right 
to introduce from any of the sources named in the preceding 
sections a supply of water for the use of its inhabitants, may 
construct and maintain complete water works for making 
available and distributing such supply, and for that purpose 
may take and hold land, water sources and water rights, lay 
pipes, erect buildings, procure and operate machinery, estab- 
lish fountains and hydrants and discontinue the same, and 
may exercise all the authority in these respects granted in 
preceding sections to the town of Middleborough. Said dis- 
trict may make such contracts with individuals, corporations 
and the Town of Middleborough for the supplying of water 
as may be agreed upon, and may fix and collect rates for 
the use of the water. This authority to introduce a public 
water supply under the provisions of this act is granted 
on condition that the same is assented to b}'^ said fire 
district within two years from the passage of this act, by a 
two-thirds vote of the voters of said district qualified to vote 
in town aflfairs, present and voting tliereon at any legal meet- 
ing called for that purpose ; whereupon all the rights, privi- 
leges and liabilities herein granted to or imposed upon said 
Town of Middleborough shall vest in and be assumed by said 
fire district. At such meeting the check list shall be used 
and the voting shall be by ballot, written or printed, Yes, or 
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No. The number of meetings called in one year shall not ex- 
ceed three. Rejected by the Town May 19, 1884, and FeVy 
7, 1886. Accepted by the Fire District^ April 29, 1885. 



STATUTES OF 1891. CHAPTER 160. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to incur indebted- 
ness beyond the limit fixed by law. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows: — 

Taunton au- SECTION 1. The City of Taunton, for the purpose of con- 
thoriaed to in- structing a System of sewers, may issue notes, scrip, bonds 
$2(X)ooofor* °* ^^ certificates of debt, signed by the treasurer and counter- 
sew'ers. signed by the mayor, to be denominated on the face thereof 

Taunton Sewer Loan, Act of 1891, to an amount not exceed- 
ing two hundred thousand dollars in addition to the amounts 
which the city is now authorized to issue by the general law. 
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved, March 30, 1891. 



Rebuilding of 
bridge re- 
quired. 

Construction 
of draw. 



Expenses of 
rebuilding. 



Maintenance. 



Repeal. 



Act, when in 
force. 



STATUTES OF 1864. CHAPTER 188. 
An Act concerning the Weir Bridge in Taunton. 

Section 1. The inhabitants of the Town of Taunton are 
hereby authorized and required to rebuild the bridge over 
Taunton Great River at Weir Village, in said Taunton, with 
a suitable double draw therein ; one part of said draw to be, 
as near as maybe, in the centre of said river, and not less than 
thirty-five feet in width, the other part to be on the easterly 
side of said river, and not less than twenty five feet in width ; 
the whole to be constructed in a substantial and proper man- 
ner, and to the acceptance of the county commissioners of 
the county of Bristol. 

Sect. 2. The expenses of rebuilding said bridge and con- 
structing said draw, shall be paid by said town of Taunton ; 
and the said county commissioners may, in the exercise of their 
discretion, pursuant to section fifty-one of the forty-third chap- 
ter of the general statutes, order the whole or a part of said 
expenses to be repaid to said town out of the treasury of said 
county. Said bridge when rebuilt, shall be forever main- 
tained, and a proper draw-tender provided therefor, by and at 
the expense of said town of Taunton. 

Sect. 3. The three hundred and thirty-eighth chapter of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-one, is hereby 
repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect in ninety days after its 
passage. 
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STATUTES OF 1871. CHAPTER 178. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to change the 
course of Little River. 

Section 1. The city of Taunton is hereby authorized to May change 
change the course of Little River, in said city, by filling up cou«e of Little 
the southerly branch thereof, where it now crosses Hill street ^^*'- 
and Weir street, and enlarging th^ northerly branch thereof, 
where it crosses Weir street ; and to discontinue and remove 
the present bridges over said southerly branch. 

Sect. 2. All the proceedings in relation to such alteration proceedings to 
shall be conducted in like manner as in laying out, altering or ^ conducted 
discontinuing highways in said city; and any person or cor- J^^i^^^^* 
poration injured by such alteration shall have the like reme- highways, 
dies for recovering damages sustained thereby, as in cases of 
laying out or altering highways, so far as the same are appli- 
cable thereto. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



STATUTES OF 1883. CHAPTER 92. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to construct a 
bridge across Taunton Great River. 

Section 1. The City of Taunton is hereby authorized, Authority to 
subject to the provisions of chapter nineteen of the public stat- construct 
utes, to construct and maintain a safe and convenient bridge ^^^«^ ^^^ 
across Taunton Great River from a point at or near Dean's Srora^Dean^s 
wharf, so called, on Dean street in said Taunton, to a point wharf, 
opposite or nearly opposite, on the southerly bank of said 
river; and the said City of Taunton is further authorized to 
do such acts as may be necessary or convenient in the premi- 
ses to provide for public travel over said bridge and for the 
navigation of said river at said bridge. 

Sect. 2. Said city may take such land or other property Assessment of 
as it may deem necessary to carry into full effect the provi- *"* damages, 
sions of the preceding section ; and any person injured in his 
property under this act and failing to agree with said city as 
to the amount of damages, may have the same assessed and 
determined in the same manner as is provided where land is 
taken for highways. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
[Passed March 29, 1888. 
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STATUTES OF 1888. CHAPTER 254. 

An Act authorizing the City of Taunton, to construct a 
way through land held by the trustees of the Taunton Luna- 
tic Hospital. 

Be it enacted J etc.^ as follows: 

Authority to SECTION 1. The City of Taunton is authorized to lay out 
layout streets and Construct a way through land held by the trustees of the 
over Hospital Taunton lunatic hospital in trust for the Commonwealth, from 
a point on Chester street in the city of Taunton near its inter- 
section with Danforth street to Mill River, and for this pur- 
pose may take such portion of said land as shall be deemed 
necessary. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved June 23, 1888. 



lands. 



STATUTES OF 1884. CHAPTER 267. 

An Act to authorize the laying out of a way on land held 
in trust by the trustees of the Taunton Lunatic Hospital. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Authority to SECTION 1. Authority is hereby given to lay out and con- 
lay out street struct a street or highway through land held by the trustees 
unds^"**^***^ of the Taunton Lunatic Hospital in trust for the Common- 
wealth, and along the north-westerly side thereof from Mill 
River in said Taunton to Danforth Street ; and for this pur- 
pose such portions of said land may be taken as shall be 
deemed necessary. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Ap- 
proved May 24, 1884. 



STATUTES 1891. CHAPTER 197. 

An Act to authorize the City of Taunton to cede laud to 
the United States for a Post Office Building. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Authority to SECTION 1. The City of Taunton is hereby authorized to 

cede land to cede to the United States of America such portion of the land 

f^r^posf Office owned by said city of Taunton, at or near Taunton green in 

BuUding. Said Tauutou, as may be required for the construction and 

improvement of a post office building, as provided by the acts 

of congress of the United States relating thereto ; subject, 

nevertheless, to the provisions of section four of chapter one 

of the public statutes and any amendment thereof; and 
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provided, further, that the jurisdiction of the United States shall 
not include any part of the streets by whibh said land may be 
bounded, if said streets are public highways. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved April 14, 1891. 



STATUTES OF 1855. CHAPTER 401. 

An Act to regulate the Fisheries in Taunton Great River 
and the Nemasket River. 

Section 1. From and after the passage of this act it shall ^"^^^^^^^ 
not be lawful for any person or persons to catch shad or prohibited at 
alewives in any manner, in Taunton Great River or in certain sea- 
Nemasket River from the first day of March to the tenth ^o*^*- 
day of June, including both of said days, in each year, 
except as hereinafter provided in this act. 

Sect. 2. The several cities and towns hereafter in this Fishing priTi- 
section named shall, annually, in legal meeting to be held for ^^^f^** ** 
that purpose, on or before the fifteenth day of November in !2n,endedby 
each year, sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, who Act i866, chap. 
shall give satisfactory security for the payment therefor, for m. Act i875, 
the benefit of said cities and towns respectively, the privilege ^^*p* "^^'^ 
of taking shad and alewives in Taunton Great River between 
the days aforesaid, and including those days, in the year next 
succeeding such sale, with the number of seines following : 
the city of Fall River and town of Freetown may each sell the Number of 
privilege of fishing with one seine for the purpose aforesaid ; seines, 
the towns of Somerset, Dighton, Berkley and Raynham may 
each sell the privilege of fishing with two seines for the pur- 
pose aforesaid ; and the town of Taunton may sell the privi- 
lege of fishing with three seines for the purpose aforesaid ; 
which privileges of fishing shall be sold separately, and the prf^uegeg^' 
purchaser or purchasers thereof may locate and use the privi- Amended by 
lege or privileges by him or them obtained at any such sale, chap. 208, Acts 
at any place upon said Taunton Great River, which he or of we.) 
they may select or procure, with the consent of the owner 
or owners of the shore on which such location or locations 
may be made. 

Sect. 8, No seine that shall be used for the purpose of Length of 
fishing in said Taunton Great River, in the towns of said seines. 
Taunton and Raynham, and in the towns of Dighton and 
Berkley above Rocky Point, shall be more than twenty rods 
in length ; and no seine that shall be used for such purpose in 
said towns of Berkley and Dighton, below Rocky Point, shall 
be more than thirty-five rods in length; and no seine that 
shall be used for such purpose in the towns of Somerset, Free- 
town, or the city of Fall River, shall be more than forty rods 
in length. And no shad or alewives shall be taken bv amj 
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instrument or means at any time within one mile and a half 
of the dam near "King's Bridge" so called, in Squawbetty 
village. 
Limits of fish- Sect. 4. No Seine shall be allowed to be set or remain in 
ing privileges, gaid Taunton Great River for any longer time than is necessa- 
®*^' ry to cast the same and haul it immediately to the shore. 

And no seine or other obstruction, to hinder the fish going up, 
shall be put in the river below the dam at Squawbetty village, 
during the time not allowed for fishing, hereinafter mentioned. 
And all locations that shall be made on the shore of said river 
for the purpose of fishing, shall have the upper and lower 
limit thereof designated by some proper object on the shore, 
which shall not be changed during any one fishing season ; 
and such location shall be forty rods in length above Rocky 
Point and forty-five rods in length below Rocky Point. And 
no seine shall be swept without the compass of two parallel 
lines down, the one from a point ten rods above the upper 
limit, and the other from a point ten rods below the lower 
limit, of all locations above Rocky Point, and at right angles 
with a line drawn from such upper and lower limits, or with- 
out the compass of two parallel lines drawn, the one from a 
point thirty rods above the upper limit, and the other from a 
point thirty rods below the lower limit, of all locations below 
Rocky Point, and at right angles with a line drawn from such 
upper and lower limits, — all said distances above and below 
to be measured on the shore of said river. And no seine shall 
be swept more than fifty rods in the river above Rocky Point, 
or more than seventy-five rods in the river below Rocky 
Point, at any one sweep. 
Days of fishing Sect. 6. No shad or ale wives shall be taken in any part of 
^a^^a» Acts Taunton Great River or the Nemasket River between the 
of me. ' ^ ^ hours of nine o'clock on Friday evening of each week, and 
four o'clock on Monday morning succeeding, from the first 
day of March to the tenth day of June, in each year, here- 
after, including both of said days ; and no shad or alewives 
shall be taken in Taunton Great River above Berkley and 
Dighton bridge, between the hours of twelve o'clock in the 
night following Thursday of each week, and four o'clock on 
Monday morning succeeding, from the first day of March to 
the tenth day of June, in each year, including both of said 
days. 
Purchasers to Sbct. 6. The several purchasers of the privileges afore- 
flie certificate said shall sclcct the place where they intend to use the same 
of location. ^.-^j. ^j^^ purpose of catching shad and alewives, and shall file 
a certificate of such selection and the location thereof, with 
the clerk of the city or town within which such location shall 
be made, on or before the first day of March in each year 
hereafter. And the purchaser or purchasers so locating said 
privileges, shall have the right to catch shad and alewives in 
said Taunton Great River for the time named in the first and 
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fifth sections of this act, at their respective locations to be 
made as aforesaid, and no other persons except the assistants 
of such purchaser or purchasers. 

Sect. 7. No person shall set any seine, net, weir or other Duty offish 
hindrance or obstructions in or across said river, or any part wa»*^en in re- 
thereof, or in any of the waters connected therewith, except fionstotiiisact 
in the mouth of Broad Cove, so called, in the Towns of Digh- 
ton and Somerset ; nor shall any persoi> at any place on said 
waters, drive or pursue with any boat or boats, contrary to 
the intent and meaning of this act, any shad or alewives ; nor 
shall any person whip or beat the said waters with any instru- 
ment or thing, or throw into said waters any earth or other 
substance or thing, whereby said fish shall be hindered, dis- 
turbed, driven, destroyed or delayed, during the time named 
in the first section of this act. And if any person shall be 
found fishing with any seine, net or other instrument, con- 
trary to the provisions of this act, and if any person shall be 
found having or conveying away in any building, boat or 
vessel or in any cart or other vehicle, any fish taken in vio- 
lation of the provisions of this act, knowing the same to be 
so taken, it shall be lawful for any fish warden, chosen in pur- 
suance of the ninth section of this act, to enter any such 
building and take to his own use all such fish and any such 
seine, net or other instrument, any such boat, vessel, cart or 
other vehicle, without any warrant other than is given by the 
provisions of this section. 

Sect. 8. The inhabitants of the towns of Middleboro and Right of flsu- 
Lakeville, shall have the whole control and management of ingonwe- 
the fisheries on the Nemasket River, and shall have the "^'^^^^ ^*^®^- 
right to catch, by their committees or their agents, duly 
chosen in legal meetings, or to sell the right of catching, shad 
or alewives by set nets or dip nets, during the time named in 
the first section of this act, at any three places within the 
limits of said towns, to be designated for each year by said 
towns in legal meetings, each of such rights to be used only 
from four o'clock on Monday morning to nine o'clock on Fri- 
day evening of each week, and at no other time or places dur- 
ing the period named in said first section. And the net pro- proceeds, how 
ceeds of such fishery or sales shall be divided between the disposed of. 
said towns of Middleboro and Lakeville, in proportion to the 
number of ratable polls in each respectively, and the respec- 
tive parts of such proceeds shall be disposed of by said towns 
respectively, in such manner and for such purposes as each 
town shall for itself determine and direct. 

Sect. 9. The several towns aforesaid, at their annual meet- choice of fish 
ing in March or April, and the mayor and aldermen of any wardens, 
city upon said river, at any meeting, shall choose by ballot, le Gray, 288. 
each three or more persons for fish wardens, whose duty it 
shall be to see that this act is enforced, and prosecute for all 
breaches or violations thereof; and each fish warden so 
chosen shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duty by To be swom. 
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the clerk of any city or town in which he shall be chosen, 
within ten days after his election ; and said clerk shall make 
record thereof; and such fish wardens, when duly sworn, are 
authorized to measure seines and locations, and to pursue the 
duties of their oflBce in any place, and to enter any building 
where they have good cause to believe any fish taken in viola- 
tion of this act, are kept. 
Penalty for And if any person chosen fish wardens as aforesaid shall 

neglect. neglect, for the space of ten days after his election, being no- 

tified thereof, to take the oath aforesaid, he shall forfeit and 
pay, to the use of the town or city in which he was so elected 
or chosen, a fine of ten dollars, to be recovered in an action 
of tort, in the name of the treasurer of such town or city, and 
the town or city shall proceed to fill the vacancy created by 
Penalty for ^^^^ refusal to be qualified as aforesaid ; and if any of said 
neglect of towns or city shall neglect to choose fish wardens as aforesaid, 
towns, etc. or to make sale of their privileges as aforesaid, such town or 
city shall forfeit and pay a fine of one hundred dollars, to be 
recovered in an action of tort, to the use of any person who 
shall sue for the same. 
Fishway to be Sect. 10. The proprietors of the mills and dam at King's 
kept open. Bridge, in Squawbetty Village, and all other proprietors of 
dams on said rivers, shall keep open a good and sufficient way 
for the passage of the fish that usually go up said Taunton 
Great River in their usual and proper season during the time 
Proviso. named in the first section of this act ; provided, such fishway 

need not be kept open in the spring of the year before such 
proprietors, or some one of them, or their agent or agents, 
shall have been notified to open them by some fish warden. 
Fine for willful And the proprietors of any dam on said rivers who shall not 
neglect. comply with the provisions of this section, shall forfeit and pay 

the sum of twenty dollars for each and every day during 
which they shall willfully neglect to comply therewith, to be 
recovered in an action of tort to the use of any fish warden 
who shall sue for the same in any court of competent juris- 
diction. 
Penalty for Sect. 11. Any pcrsoii who shall violate any of the pro- 

vi elation, etc. visions of this act, or shall take any shad or ale wives in the 
waters aforesaid, at any time, or in any manner, contrary to 
the provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay a sum of not 
less than five, nor more than fifty dollars, to be recovered in 
an action of tort, in any court having jurisdiction, of either of 
the parties to such action, to the use of the person who shall 
sue for the same ; or shall, upon complaint made before any 
justice of the peace having jurisdiction of the offence, and con- 
viction thereon, be punished by fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding sixty days. And in 
any suit or complaint instituted under the provisions of this 
section, the right of appeal shall be had to the court of com- 
mon pleas by either party in such action, or the defendant in 
such complaint. 
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Sect. 12. This act shall take effect from and after its pas- inconsistent 
sage ; and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro- ^^** repealed, 
visions of this act, are hereby repealed. lApproved by the 
Governor May 19, 1856. 



STATUTES OP 1863. CHAPTER 73. 

An Act concerning the fisheries in Taunton Great River. 

Be it enacted^ ete,^ as follows : — 

Section 1. The provisions of chapter four hundred and 
one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, re- 
lating to the catching of shad and alewives in Taunton Great 
River, and the Nemasket River, are hereby extended to all 
waters connected with the Nemasket River, within the towns 
of Middleborough and Lakeville. 

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the fish wardens chosen Duty of Ash 
by the town of Middleborough under the provisions of chapter wardens of 
four hundred and one, section nine, of the acts of the year ^^^dieboro. 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, either personally or by the 
assistants by them appointed and employed, to use all need- 
ful care, watch and inspection, to prevent any violation of any 
of the provisions of said act, from a point one mile and a half 
below the dam at Squawbetty Village up to the waters of As- 
sowompset Pond ; the expense of which care, watch and in- 
spection shall be paid by said town of Middleborough ; and Reimburse- 
the other towns on said Taunton Great River shall annually ment to Mid- 
pay to said town of Middleborough, for reimbursement for dieboro in part 
their share in the benefits to be derived by them for said care, "^^^^ »ppor- 
watch and inspection, the sums following; the city of Fall 
River and the town of Freetown, ten dollars each ; the towns 
of Somerset, Dighton, Berkley, and Raynham twenty dollars 
each ; and the Town of Taunton thirty dollars. And the said 
Town of Middleborough may recover the same in an action 
of contract in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sect. 3. Any person who shall beat upon the ground or penalty for de- 
do any act whatsoever whereby said fish in said rivers shall be ^ay^ng* etc* 
disturbed, driven, destroyed or delayed, from the first day of fif^he^river.**** 
March to the tenth day of June in each year, contrary to the 
meaning and intent of the provisions of chapter four hundred 
and one of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, shall be subject to all the pains and penalties 
named in the eleventh section of said act. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Ap- 
proved, March 12, 1863. 
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STATUTES OF 1866. CHAPTER 54. 

An act in addition to an act to regulate the fisheries in 
Taunton Great River and the Nemasket River. 

City conncu of The city of Taunton may hereafter sell its privileges of tak- 

Tauntonmay ing shad and alewives in Taunton Great River, under the di- 

Tk^fl^^*** rection of its city council, instead of at a legal meeting, to be 

held for that purpose, as required by the second section of 

chapter four hundred and one of the acts of the year eighteen 

hundred and fifty-five. [Approved March 2, 1866. 



mitted. 



STATUTES OF 1871, CHAPTER 258. 

An Act to amend an Act to regulate the Fisheries in 
Taunton Great River and Nemasket River. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows : — 

Time when SECTION 1. So much of the fifth section of chapter four 

fishing is per- hundred and one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five as provides that no shad or alewives shall be taken in 
Taunton Great River above Berkley and Dighton Bridge, 
between the hours of twelve o'clock in the night following 
Thursday of each week and four o'clock on Monday morning 
succeeding, from the first day of March to the tenth day of 
June in each year, including both of said days, is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Sect. 2. Whoever catches any shad or alewives either in 
the Nemasket or Taunton Great River at any other season of 
the year than between the first day of March and the fifteenth 
day of June, shall forfeit for each shad five dollars, and for 
each alewife twenty-five cents. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after the first 
day of July next. [Approved May 9, 1871. 



STATUTES OF 1875. CHAPTER 71. 

An Act to amend an act to regulate the Fisheries in 
Taunton Great River and Nemasket River. 

Fisheries regu- Whenever any fishing privilege is hereafter offered for sale 

lated in Taun- agreeably to the provisions of the second section of chapter 

Rive^'and Ne ^^^^ hundred and one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 

masket River" ^ud fifty-five, or any act in amendment thereof, if no offer of 

one hundred dollars or more is made for said privilege, the 

mayor and aldermen of the city, or the selectmen of the town 

offering the same for such sale, may refuse to accept any offer 
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less than said sum, and thereafterwards may sell or dispose of 
said privilege in such manner as will best promote the interests 
of- said city or town. [Approved March 27, 1876. 



STATUTES OF 1876. CHAPTER 208. 

An Act to regulate the Fisheries in Taunton Great 
River and Nemasket River. 

Section 1. No shad or alewives shall be taken in any Fisheries regn- 
part of Taunton Great River or Nemasket River between the lated. 
hours of twelve o'clock in the night following Thursday of 
each week and four o'clock on Monday morning succeeding, 
from the first day of March to the tenth day of June of each 
year, including both of said days. 

Section five of chapter four hundred and one of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and chapter two 
hundred and fifty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-one, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. Not more than one seine shall be cast, set, swept Not more than 
or used on said rivers, within the same limits or over the same ^sed^^o^^r^the 
ground and at the same fishing place or location, nor shall any ^^^^ ground, 
seine be cast, set, swept or used within forty rods of any other 
seine. Any person violating this section shall pay a fine of Penalty, 
not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars, and 
whoever violates the provisions of the first sjBction shall be 
liable to the penalties and forfeitures provided in said chapter 
four hundred and one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of July 
next. [Approved April 28, 1876. 



STATUTES OF 1879. CHAPTER 83. 

An Act for the better protection of the Shad and Alewife 
Fishery in Taunton Great River. 

Be it enacted, etc,^ as follows : — 

Any person who shall wilfully drive or stick any stake in Trespass on lo- 
or upon any fishing ground or privilege duly located in Taun- cations prohib- 
ton Great River, or who shall, by throwing into the waters 
thereof any substance or thing, or in any other manner, pre- 
vent, obstruct or impede any purchaser or purchasers of such 
ground or privilege or their agents from seining or fishing 
thereon at such time and manner as provided by law, shall for 
each offence be punished by a fine not exceeding ten dollars. 
[Approved February 28, 1879. 
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STATUTES OF 1878. CHAPTER 230. 



An Act in relation to the Mill-Dams on Mill River, in the 
City of Taunton. 

Be it enacted^ etc. as follows : — 

Release of 11a- SECTION 1. The owners of dams on Mill River, in the City 
biiity for fish of Taunton, are released from the existing liability to con- 
Z^IL ^^ ^'^ struct fish ways over or around said dams, for the term of 
twenty years ; provided, they either shall pay to the town of 
Norton one thousand dollars within sixty days from the passage 
of this act ; or if requested by said town, shall stock the ponds 
which are the headwaters of said river in the town of Norton, 
with black bass and land-locked salmon, to the satisfaction of 
the commissioners on inland fisheries, and within such time as 
said commissioners shall order. [Approved April 24, 1873. 



River. 



Conditions. 



STATUTES OF 1853. CHAPTER 3. 
An Act to incorporate the Taunton Gas Light Company. 

Section 1. Willard W. Fairbanks, William A. Crocker, 
and William Mason, their associates and successors are here- 
by made a corporation, by the name of the Taunton Gas Light 
Company, for the purpose of manufacturing and selling gas in 
the town of Taunton ; with all the powers and privileges, and 
subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth 
in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may for the purpose aforesaid, 
hold real estate not exceeding in value fifty thousand dollars. 
Capital stock, and the whole capital stock shall not exceed one hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. Said corporation with the consent of the select- 
men of the town of Taunton, shall have power and authority 
to open the ground in any part of the streets, lanes, and high- 
ways in the said town, for the purpose of sinking and repair- 
ing such pipes and conductors as it may be necessary to sink 
for the purpose aforesaid ; and the corporation, after opening 
the ground in such streets, lanes, and highways, shall be held 
to put the same again into repair, under the penalty of being 
prosecuted for a nuisance : provided, that the said selectmen, 
for the time being, shall at all times have the power to 
regulate, restrict, and control, the acts and doings of the said 
corporation, which may in any manner affect the health, 
safety and convenience, of the inhabitants of said town. 



Corporators. 



Purpose. 



Real estate. 



Aathority in 
the public 
streets. 



Proviso. 
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Sect. 4. No shares in the capital stock of said corporation shares, 
shall be issued for a less sum or amount, to be actu^y paid 
in on each, than the par value of the shares which shall be 
first issued. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved February 11, 1853. 

The Taunton Gas Light Company also exercises its franchise in the 
public streets subject to the provisions of Public Statutes, Chapter 106, 
ss. 75, 77. 



STATUTES OF 1870. CHAPTER 18. 

An Act to incorporate the Taunton Street Railway Com- 
pany. 

Section 1. William C. Lovering, Henry G. Reed, Charles ^^^p^^'****"- 
Albro, William Mason, Samuel Colby, Artemas Briggs, 
Hezekiah W. Church, their associates and successors, are 
hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Taunton Name and pur- 
Street Railway Company, with authority to build, maintain ^ 
and use a street railway, beginning at some convenient point or 
points at Weir Village, in the City of Taunton, and running 
to City Square ; thence through the Villages of Hopewell and 
Britanniaville, to some convenient point or points at Whit- 
tenton Village, in said city : with all the powers and privi- Towers and 
leges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions ^"^ ^' 
set forth in all general laws, which now are or hereafter may 
be in force relative to street railway corporations. r itai s 

Sect. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall not *^ ^^ ' 
exceed one hundred thousand dollars. 

Sect, 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. \_Ap' 
proved Feb. 12, 1870. 

Under the provisions of Statute 1864, Chapter 229, Section 14, upon the 
application of the Taunton Street Railway Company, the Board of Al- 
dermen passed the following order : 

CITY OF TAUNTON. 

In Boabd op Aldermen, May 17, 1871. 

Ordered, that the track of the Taunton Street Railway 
Company shall be located as follows : — 

Commencing in West Water street, opposite Weir Bridge Location.of 
and running a single track in the centre of said West Water May 17, isn. 
street to Weir street ; thence in the centre of Weir street 
to City Square ; thence through City Square to Broadway ; 
thence in the centre of Broadway to Bay street; thence in 
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the centre of Bay street to Britanniaville street; thence iu 
the centre of Britanniaville street to Warren street ; thence 
on the easterly side of Warren street to Whittenton ; thence 
in the centre of Whittenton street to Bay street; thence 
in the centre of Bay street to Britanniaville street and 
there join; with suitable sidings and turnouts, where the 
same may be necessary with a turn-table at each end of 
the route and at City Square. 
Conditions. The right to lay down this track is granted upon the 

following conditions : 

First. Said Railway Company shall at all times after the 
rails are laid down keep in good order and complete repair at 
their own expense, that portion of all the stteets through 
which the rails are laid, as provided by the Statutes of the 
Commonwealth ; the laying of the rails and repairs to be 
done under the direction of the superintendent of streets 
and to the satisfaction of the mayor and aldermen. 

Second. If hereafter directed by the mayor and aldermen, 
said Railway Company shall, at their own expense lay a rim- 
row of granite blocks outside and inside each rail of such 
dimensions and on such portions of the track as the Superin- 
tendent of streets shall determine. 

Third. Whenever the city council shall order or authorize 
any portion of a street, through and in which the track of said 
Railway Company is laid, to be paved or macadamized, the ex- 
pense of paving or macadamizing that portion of the street 
lying between the rails and that portion lying outside the 
rails adjacent thereto extending one foot, shall be paid by said 
Taunton Street Railway Company. 

Fourth. Said Railway Company shall be governed by 
such regulations as the mayor and aldermen shall hereafter 
determine. 

J. M. CUSHMAN, City Clerk. 
Recorded by J. M. Cushman, City Clerk, 

Under the provisions of Public Statutes, Chapter 113, upon the peti- 
tion of the Taunton Street Railway Company, the Board of Aldermen 
passed the following order : 

CITY OF TAUNTON. 

In Board of Aldermen, March 26, 1887. 

Ordered, that the location of the tracks of the Taunton 
Street Railway Company be, and hereby is extended as 
follows, viz.: 
Location of Commencing first at the junction of Winthrop and Cohan- 

March 26, 1887. net streets at a point near the south easterly corner of 
" Taunton Green " and running a single track in the centre 
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of Winthrop street to the intersection of Winthrop and High- 
land streets, with suitable sidings and turnouts where the 
same may be necessary. 

Commencing second at the junction of Weir street and 
Somerset avenue and running a single track in the centre of 
Somerset avenue to a point near the works of the Presbrey 
Stove Lining Co., with suitable sidings and turnouts, where 
the same may be necessary. 

Conditions. The right to lay down these tracks is granted conditioiis. 
upon the following conditions : 

First. Said Railway Company shall at all times after the 
rails are laid down, keep in good order and complete repair 
at their own expense, that portion of all the streets through 
which the rails are laid under this order, as provided by the 
public statutes ; the laying of the rails and repairs, to be done 
under the direction of the superintendent of streets, and to 
the satisfaction of the mayor and aldermen. 
" Second. If hereafter directed by the mayor and aldermen, 
said Railway Company shall, at their own expense lay a rim- 
row of granite blocks outside and inside of each rail, of such 
dimensions and on such portions of the tracks as the superin- 
tendent of streets shall determine. 

Third. Whenever the city council shall order or au- 
thorize any portion of either of the streets, through and in 
which the track of said Railway Company shall have been 
laid under this order, to be paved or macadamized, the ex- 
pense of paving or macadamizing that portion of the street 
lying between the rails, and that portion lying outside the 
rails adjacent thereto and extending one foot shall be paid by 
said Taunton Street Railway Company. 

Fourth. Said Railway Company shall be governed, in con- 
structing and in operating its tracks on the extended locations 
herein granted, by such regulations as the mayor and alder- 
men shall determine. 

Adopted. 

E. A. Tetlow, Clerk. 

Approved March 26, 1887. 

E. D. Godfrey, Mayor. 

Recorded by, 

Edwin A. Tetlow, City Clerk. 

The Taunton Street Railway Company operates its lines, under its 
charter and subject to the provisions oi Public Statutes, Chapter 113 and 
the amendments thereof, over Main street, Weir street, Broadway and 
other streets, to Whittenton and by Britanniaville ; Cohannet street, High 
. street. Oak street, Highland street, Winthrop street, and other streets, 
extending to and through the Affricultural grounds, by extensions 
granted under divers orders of the board of aldermen, including those 
above cited, subject to such restrictions and regulations as that board may 
deem the interests of the public may require. 
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IN FORCE BY VIRTUE OF THEIR ACCEPTANCE BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL. 



PUBLIC STATUTES. CHAPTER 28. 
SECTIONS 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, AND 28. 



RELATING TO CITIES. 



Yacancies in 
board of al- 
dermen. 



Section. 

17. Vacancies in Board of Aldermen, 

how filled. 

18. If Mayor is not elected, who to per- 

forin the duties. 

19. Vacancies in city or ward officers, 

how filled. 



Vacancy of 
Mayor. 



Vacancies how 
filled. 



Dntiesof ward 
officers. 



Ward officers 
pro tern. 

Removal to 
other wards 
no disqualifi- 
cation. 

Mayor and 
members of 
city council 
8hall hold no 
other office, 
of emolument. 



Section. 

20. Duties of ward officers. 

21. Removal from ward not to dis- 

qnaUfy city officers. 
23. Mayor and members of City Coun- 
cil may hold certain other city 
offices. 



SECmoN 17. If, at or after the time for the mayor and alder- 
men to enter upon the discharge of their duties, it appears 
that the mayor or the full number of aldermen are not elected, 
such of said officers as are elected, shall issue warrants for the 
election of a mayor or of such aldermen as may be necessary. 
If neither of said officers is elected, the president of the com- 
mon council shall issue such warrants. 

Sect. 18. If by reason of non-election there is no mayor, 
the chairman of the board of aldermen shall discharge the 
duties of the office until a mayor is chosen and sworn. 

Sect, 19. When it appears to the mayor and aldermen 
that there is a vacancy to be filled by popular election, either 
in their board, in the common council, or in a city or ward 
office, they shall issue their warrants for elections to fill such 
vacancy at such time and place as they deem advisable. 

Sect. 20. Ward officers authorized to act at elections 
shall attend and perform their respective duties at the times 
and places appointed for elections of national, state, city or 
ward officers, and shall make and sign the regular returns of 
the same. If a ward officer is absent from a meeting, the 
office may be filled, pro tempore^ by the voters present by 
nomination and hand vote, if they so determine. 

Sect. 21. City officers who were residents of the ward at 
the time of their election shall discharge the duties of their 
offices, notwithstanding their removal afterwards into any 
other ward of the city. 

Sect, 23. The mayor or any alderman or member of the 
common council of a city which has adopted this section, or 
the corresponding provisions of earlier statutes, may at the 
same time hold any other office under the city government ta 
which he may be chosen, except one of emolument. 
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NOTE. 

By Public Statutes, Chapter 28, Section 22, the first five sections above 
shall be in force in those cities only which have adopted said sections or 
the corresponding provisions of earlier statutes. The corresponding pro- 
visions, Greneral Statutes, Chapter 19, Sections 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 were 
adopted by 

RESOLUTION. 

^^ Resolved, that the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, and twelfth Adoption, 
sections of the nineteenth chapter of the General Statutes be and the 
same hereby are adopted by the City of Taunton.'' (Passed Aug. 30, 
1865.) 

By the same resolution. General Statutes, Chapter 19, Section 12, cor- section 12 
responding to Public Statutes, Chapter 28, Section 28, was adopted, but adopted, not In 
bj Statutes 1886, Chapter 117, "No member of the city council of anv force, 
city in this Commonwealth shall be eligible, during ^e term for which gt^tnte I886 
he was chosen, to any office by appointment or bjr election of its city chapter 117 in 
council or either branch thereof, the salary of which office is payable force, 
from the citjr treasury thereof." 

The provisions of section 23 no longer depend upon the adoption 
thereof oy the city. 



[4; 
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PUBLIC STATUTES. CHAPTER 60. 
SECTIONS 20, 21, 22, 23 AND 24. 
CONCERNING SIDEWALKS. 



Section. 

20. Mayor and Aldermen may tirade 

sidewalks and assess half the 
ctxpense on the abutters. 

21. Sidewalks not to be obstructed 

without leave from aldermen. 



Section. 

22. Assessment of betterments. 

23. Allowance by set-oflf of benefits. 

24. One per cent, limitation not ap- 

plicable. 



Authority to SECTION 20. In cities in which the City Council, and in 
establish side- towns in which the inhabitants have adopted the provisions 
^ "* of this and the following section, or of the corresponding pro- 

visions of earlier statutes, the mayor and aldermen or select- 
men or road commissioners may establish and grade sidewalks 
in such streets as in their judgment the public convenience 
may require, and may assess the abutters on such sidewalks 
one-half the expense of the same, the residue being paid by 
Assessment of such city or town. All assessments so made shall be a lien 
Betterments, upon the abutting lands and be collected in the same manner 

as taxes on real estate. 

Sidewalks not Sect. 21. No side Walk Constructed or graded in a city or 

to be Ob- town shall be dug up or obstructed in any part thereof with- 

structed. ^^^ ^j^^ consent of the mayor and aldermen of the city, or of 

the selectmen or road commissioners of the town. 

Sect. 22. In cities in which the city council, and in 
towns in which the inhabitants at an annual meeting, have 
adopted the provisions of chapter three hundred and three of 
the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, 
and of chapter one hundred and seven of the statutes of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, or of this and the 
following section, the mayor and aldermen, or the selectmen 
or road commissioners, may grade and construct sidewalks 
and complete partially constructed sidewalks in any street, 
as the public convenience may require, with or without edge- 
stones ; and may cover the same with brick, flat stones, con- 
crete, gravel, or other appropriate material ; and may assess 
not exceeding one-half of the expense proportionally upon the 
abutters on such sidewalks; but no abutter shall be assessed 
a sum exceeding one per cent, of the valuation of his abutting 
estate as fixed by the last preceding annual assessment of 
taxes; and all assessments so made shall constitute a lien 
upon the abutting land, and be collected in the same manner 
as taxes on real estate. The mayor and aldermen, selectmen, 
or road commissioners, shall deduct from the assessment for 
sidewalks so constructed with edge-stones and covered any 
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sum previously assessed upon the abutting premises, and paid 
for the expense of the construction of such sidewalk in any- 
other manner ; such deduction shall be made proportionally 
from the assessments upon abutters, who are owners of es- 
tates in respect of which such former assessments were paid. 
Such sidewalks, when so constructed and covered, shall be 
maintained at the expense of such city or town. 

Sect. 23. In estimating the damage sustained by the con- Allowance in 
struction of sidewalks under the preceding section, there set-off of bene- 
shall be allowed, by way of set-off, the benefit, if any, to the ^^' 
property of the party by reason thereof. 

Sect. 24. The provision of section twenty-two, limiting one per cent, 
assessments to one per cent, shall not apply to any sidewalk ^^Hcabi" "^* 
constructed before the twenty-seventh day of April, in the *^^ ^* 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, nor to any city 
unless the city council thereof has accepted the provisions 
of the two preceding sections or of chapter one hundred and 
seven of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four. 

NOTE. 

The sections corresponding to sections 20 and 21, viz. General Statutes, -^-doption. 
Chapter 45, Sections 7 and 8, were adopted by the city council, March 
29, 1865. 

Statute 1872, Chapter 303 was re-enacted in Sections 22, 23, and 24. 

That statute was adopted by the city council, Jnne 12, 1872, but the 
city has never adopted Statute 1874, Chapter 107 included in the above 
sections, and therefore the limitation to one per cent, of the valuation of 
the abutting estate does not apply to Taunton. 

AS TO SHADE AND ORNAMENTAL TREES. 

General Statutes, Chapter 46, Section 9, was adopted bv the city coun- Adoption of 
cil, February 27, 1867, and Statutes 1867, Chapter 247, was adopted by statutes as to 
the city council, December 4, 1867. shade and or- 

These statutes were incorporated into the Public Statutes, Chapter 54, namental trees 
Sections 9, 10, 11, and 12 and their adoption affirmed. o' ^^ ^^S^ «*- 

But by Statutes 1885, Chapter 123, Sections 9 and 12 of Chapter 54 of ^e^*- 
the Public Statutes are repealed, and a substitute statute (section one of 
said chapter 123) was enacted, which is in force without any act of adop- 
tion by the city ; so that the adoption by the city of the statutes as to 
shade and ornamental trees is without legal efEect since the enactment of 
Statute 1885, Chapter 123. 
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PUBLIC STATUTES. CHAPTER 101. 



SECTIONS 1 TO 5 INCLUSIVE. 
CONCBBNING THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES. 



Section. 

1. Proceedings in remoying dangerous 

buildings. 

2. Parties aggrieved may apply for 

jury. 



Adjudication. 



Order. 



Service of 
order. 



Appplication 
for jury. 



Trial. 
Verdict of jury 



Judgment and 
costs. 



Authority to 
abate nui- 
sances. 



Section. 

3. Powers and duties of jury. 

4. Costs, by wbom paid. 

5. Powers of aldermen to abate nui- 

sances. 



Sect. 1. In a city or town which adopts this and the four 
following sections, or has adopted the corresponding provisions 
of earlier statutes, at a legal meeting of the city council or 
inhabitants of the town, if the mayor and aldermen or select- 
men, after due notice in writing to the owner of a burnt, dilapi- 
dated, or dangerous building, and a hearing of the matter, 
adjudge the same to be a nuisance to the neighborhood, or 
dangerous, they may make and record an order prescribing 
such disposition, alteration, or regulation thereof as they deem 
necessary ; and thereupon the city or town clerk shall deliver 
a copy of the order to a constable, who shall forthwith serve 
an attested copy thereof upon such owner, and make return 
of his doings thereon to said clerk. 

Sect. 2. An owner aggrieved by such order may, within 
three days of the service thereof upon him, apply for a jury 
to the superior court, if sitting in the county, or to a justice 
thereof in vacation. The court or justice shall issue a war- 
rant for a jury, to be impanelled by the sheriJff within fourteen 
days from the date of the warrant in the manner provided in 
chapter forty-nine relating to highways; or instead thereof, 
if the applicant for a jury so elects, and after such notice as 
the court or justice shall order to the adverse party or parties, 
shall direct a trial to be had at the bar of the superior court, 
in the same manner as other civil cases are there tried by jury. 

Sect. 3. The jury may aflBrm, annul, or alter such order; 
and the sheriJff, if the trial is had before him, shall return the 
verdict to the next term of the court for acceptance ; and the 
verdict, whether before the sheriff or in the superior court, 
being accepted, shall take eJffect as an original order. 

Sect. 4. If the order is aflBrmed, costs shall be taxed 
against the applicant; if it is annulled, the applicant shall 
recover damages and costs against the city or town ; if it is 
altered in part, the court may render such judgment as to 
costs as justice shall require. 

Sect. 6. The mayor and aldermen of a city or selectmen 
of a town shall have the same power and authority to abate 
and remove any such nuisance as are given to the board of 
health of a city or town in sections twenty-one, twenty-two 
and twenty-three of chapter eighty. \_Adopted hy the City 
Council Nov. 3, 1869. 
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PUBLIC STATUTES. CHAPTER 102. 

SECTIONS 40 TO 48 INCLUSIVE. 
STEAM ENGINES, FURNACES AND BOILERS. 



Section. 

40. Steam eng^ine and furnace not to 

be used iii certain cases without 
license. 

41. Public notice of application for 

license etc. 

42. Municipal officers may regulate fur- 

naces, steam engines, etc. 

43. Appeal and proceedings thereon. 



Section. 

44. Court may restrain use while appeal 

is pending. 

45. Verdict of jury may affirm, etc., 

order, acceptance of verdict. 

46. Recovery of costs. 

47. Restrictions as to stationary en- 

gines. 

48. Engines, etc., when common nui- 

sance, etc. 



Sect. 40. No furnace for melting iron or making glass, 
and no stationary steam engine designed for use in a mill for ^J^aces^and 
planing or sawing boards or turning wood, or in which any stationary 
other fuel than coal is used to create steam, shall be erected steam-engines 
or put up to be used in a city or town which adopts this and r®^^*'®^- 
the eight following sections, or has adopted the corresponding 
sections of earlier statutes, at a legal meeting of the city 
council of the city or the inhabitants of the town called for 
that purpose, unless the mayor and aldermen or selectmen 
thereof have granted a license therefor, prescribing the place 
where the building shall be erected in which the steam-engine 
or furnace is to be used, and the materials and construction 
thereof, with such regulations as to the height of flues and 
protection against fire as they deem necessary for the safety 
of the neighborhood. Such license may be granted on a writ- 
ten application, and shall be recorded in the records of the city 
or town. 

Sect. 41. Upon application for such license, the mayor 
and aldermen or selectmen shall assign a time and place for the 
consideration of the same, and cause at least fourteen days' 
public notice thereof to be given, at the expense of the appli- ^^^ 
cant, in such manner as they may direct, in order that all per- of"' 
sons interested may be heard thereon. 

Sect. 42. In a city or town which adopts sections forty to 
forty-eight inclusive, or has adopted the corresponding sec- 
tions of earlier statutes, at a legal meeting of the city coun- 
cil of the city or the inhabitants of the town called for that 
purpose, the mayor and aldermen or selectmen, after due 
notice in writing to the owner of such steam-engine or furnace 
except for making glass, erected or in use therein before the 
time of such adoption, and a hearing of the matter, may ad- Adjudication, 
judge the same to be dangerous or a nuisance to the neighbor- 
hood, and make and record an order prescribing such rules, 
restrictions, and alterations as to the building in which the order thereon. 



Regulations. 



Hearing. 



Notices there- 
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Serdoe of 
order. 

Returns. 



Application 
for jury. 



Trial. 



Injunction. 



Verdict. 



Judgment 
and costg. 



Licenses for 
stationary 
engines in cer- 
tain cases. 



Un-llcensed 
engines and 
furnaces de- 
clared a com- 
mon nuisance. 

Abatement. 



same is constructed or used, the construction and height of 
its smoke-flues, with such other regulations as they deem nec- 
essary for the safety of the neighborhood; and the city or 
town clerk shall deliver a copy of such order to a constable, 
who shall serve on the owner an attested copy thereof, and 
make return of his doings thereon to said clerk within three 
days from the delivery thereof to him. 

Sect. 43. An owner of a steam-engine or furnace who is 
aggrieved by such order may within three days after the ser- 
vice upon him of such order apply to the Superior Court, or a 
justice thereof in vacation, for a jury ; and the court, or justice 
shall issue a warrant for a jury to be impanelled by the sheriff 
within fourteen days from the issuing of the warrant, in like 
manner as is provided in chapter forty nine in regard to the 
laying out of highways ; or, instead thereof, if the applicant 
so elects, and after such notice as the court or justice shall 
order to the adverse party or parties, shall direct a trial to be 
had at the bar of the Superior Court, in the same manner as 
other civil cases are there tried by jury. 

Sect. 44. The court or justice, on granting the application 
for a jury, may issue an injunction restraining the further use 
of such engine or furnace until the final determination of the 
application. 

Sect. 45. The jury may find a verdict either affirming or 
annulling the order in full, or making alterations therein; 
which verdict shall be returned by the sheriff, if the trial is 
had before him, to the next term of the court for acceptance 
as in the case of highways ; and the verdict whether before 
the sheriff or in the Superior Court, when accepted, shall take 
effect as an original order. 

Sect 46. If the order is affirmed, costs shall be recovered 
by the city or town against the applicant ; if it is annulled, 
damages and costs shall be recovered by the applicant against 
the city or town ; and if it is altered, the court may render 
such judgment as to costs, as to justice shall appertain. 

Sect. 47. No stationary engine, propelled by steam or 
other motive power, shall be hereafter erected or put up for 
use in a city or town in which this section or chapter seventy- 
four of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
two has been adopted in the manner provided in section forty 
of this chapter, within five hundred feet of a dwelling-house 
or public building, unless a license therefor has been first 
granted and recorded in the manner herein provided. 

Sect. 48. A steam-engine or furnace erected or used con- 
trary to the provisions of the eight preceding sections shall 
be deemed a common nuisance; and the mayor and aldermen 
or selectmen may remove the same in the same manner as 
boards of health may remove nuisances under sections twenty 
one, twenty-two, and twenty-three of chapter eighty. 
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NOTE. 

General Statutes Chapter 88, Sections 33 to 40 inclusive, and Statutes Adoption. 
1862, Chapter 74, corresponding to the foregoing Statutes were adopted by 
the city council February 27, 1867. 
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PUBLIC STATUTES. CHAPTER 104. 

SECTIONS 1 AND 12. 
CONCERNING THE PREVENTION OF FIRES. 



Authority to 
regulate con- 
struction etc., 
of buildings. 



Injunction. 



Section. 
1. Cities may make by-laws for the 
prevention of fires. 



Section. 
12. Injunction to restrain illegal con- 
struction, etc. 



Adoption. 



Section 1. With the exception of Boston, each city or 
town which has adopted chapter two hundred and forty-three 
of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, 
or which adopts this section, may, for the prevention of fire 
and the preservation of life, by ordinances or by-laws not re- 
pugnant to law, and applicable throughout the whole or any 
defined part of its territory regulate the inspection, materials, 
construction, alteration, and use of buildings and other struc- 
tures within its limits, excepting such buildings and structures 
as are owned or occupied by the United States or the Com- 
monwealth, and excepting also bridges, quays, and wharves, 
and may prescribe penalties not exceeding one hundred 
dollars for each violation of such regulations. 

Sect. 12. The supreme judicial court or a justice thereof, 
in term time, or vacation, may by injunction or other suitable 
process in equity restrain the construction, alteration, main- 
tenance, or use of the building or structure in violation of any 
ordinance or by-law of a city or town, and may order the re- 
moval or abatement thereof as a nuisance ; and may in like 
manner restrain the further progress of the construction, al- 
teration, or repair of a building or structure reported to be 
unsafe or dangerous as provided in section six, until the de- 
termination of the matter as provided in section eight. 

NOTE. 

Statute 1872, Chapter 243, was adopted by the city council, May 1, 
1872. 
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STATUTES OF 1888. CHAPTER 331. 

An Act authorizing towns to regulate the catching of 
Pickerel. 

£e it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : — 

Section 1, Whoever takes or catches any pickerel in any ^^^ regulated, 
river, stream or pond in any other manner than by artificially 
or naturally baited hook and hand line shall forfeit one dollar Penalty, 
for every pickerel so taken ; but this act shall not extend to 
any town unless adopted thereby. 

Sect. 2. All prosecutions under this act shall be insti- pJ^cuMon!' 
tuted within sixty days from the time of committing the 
offence. 

Sect. 3. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this 
chapter are hereby repealed. [^Approved May 10, 1888. 
Adopted by the City Council June 23, 1890. 
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GENERAL STATUTES. CHAPTER 88. 



Pickerel and 
trout fishing 
regulated. 



Penalty. 



An Act relating to Pickerel or Trout. 

Sect. 2. Whoever takes or catches any pickerel or trout 
in any rivers, streams, or ponds, in any other manner than by 
hooks and lines, or takes or catches any pickerel, from the 
first day of December to the first day of May, shall forfeit one 
dollar for every pickerel or trout so taken, and if he is a 
minor, his guardian shall be liable to said forfeiture ; but this 
section shall not extend to any town unless adopted thereby, 
nor shall it effect the statutes specially relating to the districts 
of Marshpee. [^Adopted by the City Council Dec, 23, 1868. 



NOTE. 

General Statutes Chapter 83, Section 2, requiring adoption was in part 
repealed by Statute 1869, Chapter 384, Section 26, out the provision as to 
the liability of minors and their |^uardia» s still remains by virtue of the 
adoption of that Chapter by the city as set forth in Public Statutes Chap- 
ter 91, Section 49. 
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REVISED ORDINANCES 

OF 1891. 



CITY OF TAUNTON. 



IN THE YEAR 
ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY-ONE. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Taunton, 
as follows : — 

CHAPTER I. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES. 



Section. 

1. Organization of the board. Abate- 

ment of taxes. 

2. Duties of the secretary. To report 

abatement of taxes to the city 
council. 

3. Special duties of assessors, "Pro- 

perty Book.'* 

4. Omce hours. 



Section. 

5. Duties of assistant assessors. 

6. Commitment of tax lists to collector, 

and public notice thereof. 

7. Summons on delinquents. Interest 

after November 1st. 

8. Citv trea-urer, the collector of taxes. 

Report to the city council. 



ASSESSORS. 

Section 1. The assessors shall meet as soon as practic- n,.«.-,,i-.o««« 

•I ^ r» t 1 1 ' n * -L 1 Organization 

able, alter the annual election oi an assessor m each year, and revised charter 
organize as a boaid by the choice of a chairman and secretary, section 12. 
and in the transaction of all business by the board, a majority 
thereof shall be required ; but no abatement of taxes shall be Abatement, 
made except at a meeting of the board. 

Sect. 2. The secretary shall have the care and custody of secretary's 
all books, papers, and documents belonging to the board, and duties, 
shall deliver the same to his successor in office. He shall 
keep a record of all transactions of the board including the 
names of all persons whose taxes are abated or revised, the 
amount abated or revised and on what property the abate- 
ment is made, and the grounds therefor, in suitable books to 
be furnished by the city ; and he shall report the same to the 
city council as it shall direct. 

Sect. 8. To obtain accurate knowledge of the polls and special duties 
property to be assessed and to preserve a record of the same, of assessors, 
one at least of the board of assessors, together with such of 
the assistant assessors, if any there be, as the board may 
designate, shall visit and examine the different estates in the 
city, and confer with the persons to be taxed therefor ; but no 
assessor or assistant assessor shall assess or examine with re- 
ference to assessment any estate within the ward in which 
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^'Property 
Book." 



Office hours. 



Assistant as- 
sessors' duties. 



Commitment 
of tax lists to 
collector. 



Public notice 
thereof. 



he resides except in conjunction with some other member of 
the boaid not a resident thereof. It shall be the duty of the 
board to visit every part of the city at least once in five years, 
and in order to secure a just and complete revision of the tax- 
able property in the city, a proportional part thereof shall each 
year be visited and appraised, and the estates both real and 
personal, so appraised shall be fully and carefully inventoried 
and scheduled. All plans, descriptions and minutes made of 
any assessed real estate shall be preserved and entered into a 
city book, to be known as the '' Property Book," and the 
board is authorized to direct and supervise the drafting of 
plans and schedules of real estate for said '' Property Book," 
and the city council shall annually provide for the expense 
and service necessary and proper to make a full and complete 
inventory of the real estate in the city with the plans thereof 
as set forth in this ordinance. 

Sect. 4. One member at least of the board shall be in 
attendance at the oflBce of the board from two o'clock until 
five o'clock in the afternoon of each day from the first day of 
September until the first day of November, and shall receive 
all applications for abatement and other matters appertaining 
to taxes, to be acted upon by the full board. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the assistant assessors, 
when chosen, to assist the assessors in any matters relating to 
their duties, whenever requested thereto, and the board shall 
designate any special duty, as occasion may require. 

Sect. 6. The board shall on the first day of May, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, assess all taxes in the manner 
prescribed by law, and shall complete the assessment of taxes 
and commit the lists of taxes with their warrant for the col* 
lection thereof to the collector on or before the first day of 
September in each jear; and public notice of the commit- 
ment thereof, with the rate of discount, if any, which the city 
council may by order determine, shall forthwith be made by 
posting said notice in one or more public places within the 
city, and by publishing the same in such newspapers published 
in the city as the board shall direct. 



collection of taxes. 



Summons to 
delinquents. 

Revised char- 
ter section 12. 

Service. 



Collection en- 
forced. 



Sect. 7. The collector, if any taxes are not paid on or 
before the first day of November, which is hereby fixed as the 
day on or before which all taxes shall be paid, shall forthwith 
issue a summons demanding the payment thereof, which sum- 
mons shall be forthwith served upon each delinquent by the 
collector or any constable, chief of police or police officer of 
the city, either personally or by leaving the same at his last 
and usual place of abode, and twenty cents shall be added to 
said tax after said summons has issued for the same. And if 
the tax and twenty cents additional are not paid in ten days 
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after the service of said summons, the collector shall forthwith 
collect the same according to law, adding interest at the rate interest, 
of seven per centum per annum upon the tax remaining un- 
paid after said first day of November. 

Sect. 8. The city treasurer shall be the collector of taxes city treaaurer 
and of all other sums of money due the city, the collection ^ ^^ collector, 
whereof is not otherwise specially provided for, and shall 
annually in the month of January and whenever so required Report, 
by the city council, report to said council a list of taxes 
remaining unpaid, and the reasons why the same remain 
uncollected. 
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CHAPTER II. 



CONCERNING BURIAL GROUNDS. 



Section. 

1. Election of superintendents of 

burial {pounds, and their com- 
pensation. 

2. General duties. 

3. Burials regulated. 

4. Removals rei^ulated. 

6. Ruperintendents' records. 

6. Deeds and price of burial lots. 

7. Deposit funds for care of burial 

lots. The treasurer's certificate 
of deposit. 



Election of su- 
perintendents. 



Duties. 



Prosecution of 
trespassers. 



Burials. 



RemoTals. 



City clerk's 
record. 



Section. 

8. Accounts of deposits and interest 
thereon. 
Expenditure of income. 
Undertakers to be licensed; the 
management of funerals forbid- 
den to others. 
Notice of death to be given to some 
licensed undertaker. 

12. Trespassing on burial grounds pro- 

hibited. 

13. Penalty for trespass. 



9. 
10. 



11. 



Section 1. At the commencement of each municipal year 
and whenever a vacancy occurs, there shall be elected by 
joint ballot one or more superintendents of burial grounds, 
who shall hold their office during the pleasure of the city 
council, and receive such compensation as said council shall 
determine. 

Sect. 2. Said superintendents shall, subject to the general 
direction and supervision of the joint standing committee on 
burial grounds, take charge of the burial grounds over which 
they are respectively appointed, may assign lots not otherwise 
lawfully appropriated or assigned, to persons and families, 
shall see that all enclosures or fences erected about separate 
lots conform to the boundaries thereof, shall detect and pros- 
ecute persons trespassing upon or desecrating said grounds 
or violating any ordinance, order or regulation of the city or 
of the board of health relating thereto, and have charge of the 
digging of graves and interments therein ; and shall execute 
and enforce such orders relating thereto as the city council 
may from time to time adopt. 

Sect. 8. All burials shall take place between sunrise and 
sunset, unless otherwise authorized by the board of health, 
and the top of every coffin, deposited in the ground, shall be 
at least three feet below the usual surface thereof; and no 
person shall bury or remove the body of a deceased person in 
any public burial ground except under the supervision of the 
superintendent thereof. 

Sect. 4. Whenever a. dead body shall be removed from 
the place of its original or any subsequent interment to 
another place in the city, or shall be removed from the city, 
the undertaker or other person having charge of such removal 
shall within seven days thereafter notify the city clerk in 
writing thereof, giving the name of the person whose body is 
removed and the place from which, and to which, the body is 
removed, and the city clerk shall make an entry of such re- 
moval with the record entry of the death of such person upon 
his records. 

GooqIc 
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Sect. 5. The several superintendents of the public burial superinten- 
grounds shall keep a record of each burial and removal in ^®°*»' '®^'**- 
their respective grounds, stating the date of death and name 
of the deceased, age, former residence and occupation, place 
of death, disease or cause of death, the specific location of 
burial and removal and the date thereof, in a book entitled 
" The Record of Burials," to be provided by the city. 

Sect. 6. The deeds of lots in the Mayflower Hill Cemetery Deeds of lots, 
shall be in the form heretofore in use until otherwise ordered, 
but the price of lots unsold may be varied from time to time pHce. 
as the city council may determine. 

Sect. 7. Any person holding, occupying or interested in Deposit for 
any lot in a public burial ground in the city, may deposit with care of lois. 
the city treasurer any sum of money not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, which sum so deposited shall be entered upon 
the books of the city treasurer and forever held as a fund, the 
principal whereof shall not be expended, in accordance with 
the following sections of this chapter, and such laws of this 
Commonwealth, now or hereafter to be enacted relative there- 
to. The person making such deposit shall, at the same time 
designate in writing the name f»f the cemetery in which the 
lot to be cared for is located, the number and specific location 
of such lot, and the name of the person in whom the right or certificate of 
title thereof stands ; and the city treasurer shall deliver to ^^^^ 
such depositor a certificate of deposit setting forth the same 
and the purposes of said deposit. 

Sect. 8. A separate account shall be kept with each Deposit ac- 
deposit thus made and upon every such deposit there shall be co^n^^- 
allowed and paid from the annual interest appropriation, 
interest at the rate of four per centum per annum, and the 
city treasurer shall semi-annually, on the last days of May and 
November in each year credit each deposit so made with the interest, 
amount of interest due as above stated. 

Sect. 9. The income of each deposit shall be expended Bxpenditure 
under the direction of the committee of the city council of income, 
having charge of public burial grounds for the time being, in 
providing for the preservation and care of the lot designated 
in the certificate of deposit, or the appurtenances thereto 
belonging, as provided in section seven of this chapter. 

Sect. 10. The mayor and aldermen shall annually on or undertaker's 
before the first day of July, license a suitable number of "cense, 
undertakers to take charge of the funeral rites preliminary 
to the interment of human bodies, and all persons not licensed 
as undertakers are hereby forbidden to undertake the manage- 
ment of a funeral. 

Sect. 11. Upon the decease of a person within the limits Notice of death 
of the city, it ^hall be the duty of the nearest relative or of *^ ^ndenak- 
the person in whose house the death may occur, or in default ®"' 
thereof, of any other person who may have been first informed 
of the event, to cause the same to be made known to some 
licensed undertaker as soon as practicable. 
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Trespass on 
burial grounds. 



Penalty for 
trespass. 



Sect. 12. No person shall wilfully enter upon or pass over 
the grounds of the Plain Burying Grounds, the Mayflower 
Hill Cemetery or of the Oakland Cemetery, other than the 
walks and paths laid out therein for travel, except such por- 
tion thereoi as may be owned or occupied by him for burial 
purposes, without the consent of the superintendent thereof. 

Sect. 18. Whoever violates section twelve of this ordin- 
ance shall forfeit and pay for each offence a fine not 
exceeding twenty dollars. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CONCEENINQ CLAIMS. 



Section. 

1. Appointment of committee on 
claims. General powers. To act 
with the city solicitor. 



Section. 

2. Authority to settle and adjust 
claims. Report to the city coun- 
cil. 



Sect. 1. There shall be appointed annually in the month Appointment, 
of January a joint standing committee on claims, to consist of 
the mayor, one alderman and three members of the common 
council. The members of said committee shall be appointed 
by that branch of the city council to which they respectively 
belong, according to the rules and orders thereof. Said com- General pow- 
mittee shall have full power and authority to investigate all ers. 
claims against the city which may be referred to them, except 
when otherwise ordered or provided for, and shall, unless the 
city councU otherwise order, adopt such measures in conjunc- 
tion with the city solicitor, as they deem expedient for the 
defence of the city in any proceeding at law or equity grow- 
ing out of such claims. 

Sect. 2. Said committee are authorized, with the approval ^t^^^^j^nJ^ 
of the city solicitor, to settle and adjust any such claim which 
does not exceed in amount the sum of three hundred dollars, 
at any time before the return day of a summons duly served 
upon the city in the matter of such claim ; and shall at the 
next regular meeting of either branch of the city council Reports, 
report the terms upon which such claim has been adjusted. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



CONCBBNING* THE DRAW-BRmGE AT THE WEIR. 



Fast-driving 
prohibited* 



Penalty. 



Penalty of 
ordinance. 



Section. 
1. Fast driving across Weir Bridge 
prohibited. 



Section. 

2. Penalty therefor. 

3. Posting of ordinance at the bridge. 



Section 1. No person shall ride or drive any horse or 
horses on or over the draw-bridge across Taunton Great 
River at the Weir Village at a rate faster than a walk. 

Sect. 2. Any person violating the provisions of this 
ordinance shall forfeit and pay a penalty of one dollar for 
each offence. 

Sect. 8. There shall be kept posted up conspicuously at 
each end of said bridge a white board containing in black 
letters the foregoing sections, and the superintendent of 
streets shall see that the provisions of this chapter are 
enforced. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CONCERNING FINANCE, ACCOUNTS, EXPENDITURES. 



Section. 

1. Appointment of committee on fi- 

nance. A record of their pro- 
ceedings to be kept. Report. 

2. Annual estimate in print to oe made 

for appropriations. 

3. Monthly statement of expenditures 

and balances. 

4. Municipal year; financial year : 

estimate of the amount required 
for December to be reported dur- 
ing the preyious November. 



Section. 

5. A detailed statement of annual ex- 

penses with schedules of city prop- 
erty and debts, to be made in De- 
cember and published. 

6. Auditing of the accounts of the city 

treasurer with report thereon. 

7. The negotiation of loans and issu- 

ing of notes. 

8. A record to be made by the city clerk 

of all bonds and notes now out- 
standing and hereafter issued. 



ACCOUNTS. 



Section. 

9. Appointment of committee on ac- 
counts and their duties. 

10. To allow no account unless prop- 

erly certified. 

11. City clerk to be clerk of the com- 

mittee, and his duties. The com- 
mittee to report when ordered. 

12. Allowance of bills prior to the reg- 

ular appropriation resolution. 

13. All bills of expense incurred to be 

filed before noon on the first Tues- 
day of each month with city clerk. 

14. Payrolls for wages to be filed with 

the city clerk before noon on 
Tuesday of each week. 

16. The city treasurer to be notified of 
payments to be made under con- 
tracts. A sufficient sum set apart 
to pay the same from specified 
appropriation. 

16. Treasurer's b<K>ks; notice to city 
council when appropriations are 
expended ; to report when re- 
quested. 



Section. 

17. The city treasurer to notify the city 

clerk of principal and interest of 
any note before due ; the mayor 
to draw a warrant on city treas- 
urer; same may be then paid 
without action of the committee 
on accounts; interest on notes 
may be paid when same Is ne- 
gotiated. 

18. The city clerk's record of warrants; 

semi-annual examination of same 
by the committee on accounts, 
and cancellation thereof; com- 
pensation allowed by committee 
on finance for seryice. 

19. Payment of all claims allowed; no 

payment if the appropriation is 
exhausted. Certain claims to be 
paid without the action of the 
committee. 

20. Collections by the treasurer from 

city officers and other persons. 
Disbursements restricted. 

21. Collection of bills by the city treas- 

urer, on demand and by suit. 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

Section 1. There shall be appointed at the commence- 
ment of each municipal year a committee on finance consist- 
ing of the mayor, one alderman, the president and four mem- 
bers of the common council. Said committee shall appoint 
one of their number as clerk thereof who shall keep a record 
of all their proceedings in books furnished by the city. The 
finance committee shall also consider and report to the city 
council on all matters relating to the finances of the city. 

Sect. 2. The committee on finance shall annually as soon 
as may be after their appointment prepare and lay before the 
city council a printed estimate in detail of the amounts nec- 
essary to be raised for the current financial year under the 
various heads of appropriations and the ways and means of 
raising the same. 

Sect. 3. The committee on finance shall each month cause 
to be prepared a statement showing the amount of the various 



Appointment. 



Clerk, record. 
Report. 

Annual esti- 
mate for ap- 
propriations. 
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Monthly state- 
ment. 
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Municipal year 
Financial year. 



December esti- 
mate. 

Annual De- 
cember state- 
ment. 



Schedules. 



Auditing of 
treasurer's ac- 
countb. 



ITr 



Financial ex- 
hibit. 



Report. 

Negotiation of 
loans. 

Issue of scrip. 



Clerk's record 
of bonds and 
notes. 



appropriations at that time, the amount expended of each ap- 
propriation, and the balances remaining unexpended. The 
amounts of all audited bills, and of all orders drawn by the 
mayor for the payment of money, shall be included in such 
statement, and a copy thereof shall be furnished each mem- 
ber of the city council. 

Sect. 4. Each municipal year shall commence on the 
first Monday in January, and each financial year shall com- 
mence on the first day of December, and terminate on the 
thirtieth day of November ; and the accounts and books of the 
city shall be made up to correspond thereto. The finance 
committee shall annually on or before the second Monday of 
November prepare and lay before the city council an esti- 
mate in detail of the amount required for the ensuing Decem- 
ber and the ways and means of raising the same. 

Sect. 6. The committee on finance shall annually in the 
month of December prepare and lay before the city council 
a particular statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
preceding year, giving in detail the amount of appropriation 
and the expenditure in each department ; said statement shall 
be accompanied by a schedule of the property, real and per- 
sonal, belonging to the city, with the value thereof, and also 
a schedule of the city debt, and when approved by the city 
council shall be published as the council directs. 

Sect. 6. The committee on finance shall annually at the 
close of the municipal year, and oftener if they deem it ex- 
pedient, examine or cause to be examined and audit the ac- 
counts of the city treasurer and collector for the preceding 
financial year, the accounts of the municipal and water loan 
sinking funds, and the trust funds of the city ; and for that 
purpose shall have access to all books and vouchers in his 
possession or in that of any other ofiScer of the city ; they shall 
compare said accounts with the vouchers therefor and shall 
ascertain whether all moneys due the city have been collected 
and accounted for an^ if not, the reasons therefor ; they shall 
also examine all notes and securities belonging to the city in 
the hands of the treasurer or other ofiScers of the city, and 
shall furnish an exhibit of loans or debts due from the city 
bearing interest, and the times when payable, and a state- 
ment of the ordinary and extraordinary expenditures of the 
year, and shall make full report thereof to the city council. 

Sect. 7. All loans authorized by order of the city coun- 
cil shall be negotiated by the joint standing committee on 
finance and all notes or bonds which shall be issued hereafter 
by authority of the city council shall be signed by the city 
treasurer in behalf of the city, and shall be approved by a 
majority of the committee on finance, of which majority the 
mayor and the president of the common council shall always 
constitute a part. 

Sect. 8. The city clerk shall make forthwith a record of 
all bonds now outstanding in a book to be provided for the 
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purpose which record shall state the number, date, amount, 
rate of interest, date when payable, where payable, the pur- 
pose and authority of the issue, and when registered, and the 
name of the payee ; he shall also record in like manner all 
notes and bonds which may be hereafter issued, and shall ceir- 
tify on each note or bond hereafter issued that it is so re- 
corded. All bonds shall bear the impression of the city seal. 

ACCOUNTS. 

Sect. 9. There shall annually be appointed a joint stand- Appointment 
ing committee on accounts to consist of two aldermen and of committee, 
three members of the common council : said committee shall 
meet at the city hall on Tuesday of each week to audit and 
examine the pay rolls of the city laid before them and such 
bills as the overseers of the poor shall file with it for im- 
mediate approval, and whenever they deem it expedient, but 
at least once in every month, to audit, examine and decide on j^^^j^^ 
all other accounts and claims against the city laid before 
them ; and if the same be found correct and justly due, they 
shall approve and allow the same in writing and certify there- 
on from what fund or appropriation they shall be paid, and 
all accounts and claims so approved and allowed shall be forth- 
with entered in the ofiSce of the city clerk. 

Sect. 10. No account or claim against the city other than certifying of 
judgments against the city, or interest or principal due on a acco^^^^- 
note or bond of the city, shall be received or acted upon by 
said committee unless accompanied by a certificate of the of- 
ficer, committee or agent duly authorized on behalf of the dty 
to make the contract or cause the expenditure to be made, 
stating that the same is correct. 

Sect. 11. The city clerk shall be clerk of the committee ^j^^j^ ^^ ^^^^^ 
on accounts and shall receive all accounts and claims against mittee. 
the city, shall carefully examine the same, see that they are 
correctly cast, and present the same neatly folded, filed and 
labeled to the committee on accounts for examination. He ^^**®^- 
shall under the direction of the committee on accounts keep a 
book wherein he shall enter the account or claim allowed, the ^^^^^^ t^^^^^j^ 
name of the person to whom allowed, the date of the allow- 
ance and the fund or appropriation from which the same is pay- 
able ; after which he shall forthwith transmit the same to the Report of 
city treasurer for payment ; and said committee shall when re- treasurer, 
quested by the city council or either branch thereof report . , 

the whole amount of accounts and claim so allowed. repo™. 

Sect. 12. The committee on accounts may allow bills for ^^^j^ance^f 
the months of January, February, March and April or until wus before 
the regular appropriation resolution is passed on account of regular appro- 
the usual departments, not to exceed for each of said months, p>*iat*9»- 
one twelfth of the appropriation for the preceding year for 
said department, and the city treasurer may pay the bills so 
allowed. Nothing contained herein shall prevent the pay- ^^^g^***' 
ment of the full amount of interest due upon the city debt./<^ j 
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Filing of bills 
with clerk. 



Vouching of 
bills. 



Filing of pay- 
rolls. 



Notice to 
treasurer of 
contract calls. 



Limitation to 
appropriation. 



H 



Sect. 13. All persons, committees or departments au- 
thorized to incur expense in behalf of the city, shall file in 
the ofiSce of the city clerk, at or before twelve o'clock noon 
on the first Tuesday of each month, all bills against the city 
then due, incurred by said persons, committees or depart- 
ments, which bill shall before such filing be duly approved 
in accordauce with the requirements of ihe ordinance in such 
case made and provided. 

Sect. 14. Committees, heads of departments or other per- 
sons authorized or required by law to approve payrolls for 
wages or salaries due from the city, shall file in the oflSce of 
the city clerk at or before twelve o'clock noon of Tuesday of 
each week duly certified payrolls of such wages and salaries 
to include the week ending the Saturday preceding. 

Sect. 15. Whenever a contract shall be entered into, in 
behalf of the city by any person or committee duly authorized 
thereto, it shall be the duty of said committee to forthwith 
notify the city treasurer of the amount to be paid under said 
contract, and the city treasurer shall thereupon set apart from 
the appropriation specified, a sufficient sum to pay the amount 
due under said contract when the same becomes payable, and 
no expenditure shall be charged to such sum thus set apart, 
except in payment of said amount due under said contract. 



Treasurer's 
books. 



Notice of ex- 
pended appro- 
priation. 



Notice to city 
clerk of pay- 
ments on 
bonds and 
notes. 

Clerk's certifi- 
cate to mayor. 

Warrant for 
payment. 



Payment of 
interest on dis- 
counts. 



CITY TKEASUBEB. 

Sect. 16. The city treasurer shall keep in a neat and 
methodical manner a complete set of books, under the direc- 
tion of the committee on accounts, wherein shall be entered 
the various appropriations made by the city council, each 
under its appropriate head, and charge to each the different 
payments and expenditures made thereon, and whenever any 
specific appropriation is expended, he shall forthwith notify 
the mayor and city council and the committee on accounts. 
He shall whenever required by the city council, furnish a 
statement of the treasury and such matters in relation thereto 
as may be specially ordered. 

Sect. 17. At least seven days before the principal or 
interest of any note or bond shall be payable, the city treas- 
urer shall furnish the city clerk with a written statement of 
the amount of the principal or interest so payable and the 
time when due : if this statement is found to be correct, the 
city clerk shall so certify thereon, and shall at once forward 
the same to the mayor, who shall thereupon draw his warrant 
upon the city treasurer for the payment of the said principal 
or interest, and the city treasurer may pay said principal or 
interest without the action or authority of the committee on 
accounts. The interest of any note which may be discounted 
may be paid by the city treasurer at the time the loan is made, 
and the city treasurer shall take a receipt in due form for 
said interest or discount and after approval by the mayor it 
shall be allowed in the treasurer's account. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC. 



KBVISBD 0BDINANCB8. 71 

Sect. 18. The city clerk shall keep a record of all war- Record of war- 
rants drawn in accordance with this ordinance, and the city rants, 
treasurer shall twice in each year, in the months of July and 
November, deposit with the committee on accounts for ex- se«ii-annuai 
amination, all coupons and receipts for interest, together with ®**™ nations, 
such notes and bonds as have been paid by authority of any 
warrant. The city clerk shall after the examination by the 
committee on accounts and by order of the said committee, 
stamp all coupons, receipts, notes or bonds with these words 
"Examined and cancelled" with the date of said examina- ^^ °^jV***?^ 
tion and cancellation, and after recording the same shall return andlbonds. ^ 
the originals to the city treasurer. The committee on finance 
shall allow such extra compensation as it may deem just and compensation, 
proper to carry into effect the provisions of sections 8 and 17 
of this ordinance, and the bills therefor, after approval by the 
committee on finance shall be allowed and paid from the ap- 
propriation for incidentals. 

Sect. 19. The city treasurer is hereby authorized to pay Paymentof ac- 
all accounts and claims allowed and approved by the com- counts and 
mittee on accounts, and shall pay no claim or account not so ^ *^™^' 
allowed ; nor shall he make any payment on account of any 
department beyond the sum appropriated by the city council 
for that department, provided however, that upon the order 
of the mayor, any claim which has been settled and adjusted 
by the committee on claims under any ordinance prescribing 
the powers and duties of said committee on claims or under 
any special order of the city council with reference thereto. Payments of 
or any claim for the satisfaction of a judgment rendered judgments 
against the city, or the interest or principal of a city debt, anduitereston 
may be paid without the action of the committee on accounts. ^^^^ 
The city treasurer shall within six days after Saturday of each 
week pay the sums allowed and approved by the committee on 
accounts on the payrolls of the city, to the persons entitled to 
the same. 

Sect. 20. All officers of the city who receive in their Monthly ac- 
official capacity any money on account of the city shall pay t^e^urer. 
the same to the city treasurer once in each month and oftener, 
if so required by him. All other persons who have in their 
hands any money belonging to the city shall forthwith pay the 
same to the city treasurer ; and it shall be the duty of the collecting by 
treasurer to promptly collect all sums due the city from such treasurer, 
officers and other persons. The city treasurer shall not pay 
out or disburse any money belonging to the city, or held by disbursements 
him in his official capacity, except in accordance with the pro- ^®^*^® 
visions of these ordinances, unless expressly required so to do ■IJ/ "V 
by the law of the Commonwealth, or by some other ordinance, 
resolution or order of the city council. 

Sect. 21. Whenever any bill or claim other than an asses- Modeof couec- 
ment duly laid, shall be filed with the city treasurer for col- ^^^J^^®" 
lection, he shall forthwith forward a bill by mail to the ad- 
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dress of the payor ; if said bill shall remain unpaid at the ex- 
piration of sixty days thereafter, he shall notify the com- 
mittee on finance thereof, and shall furnish the said committee 
with a memorandum of such facts in connection with the bill 
By suit. or claim as he may possess. The committee may authorize 

the city solicitor to bring suit in the name of the city for the 
collection of all such unpaid bills or claims so reported. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



CONCERNING THE PIKE DEPARTMENT AND FIRES. 



Section. 

1. Appointment of committee on fire 

department. 

2. Composition of the fire depart- 

ment. 

3. Election of chief enfcineer and three 

assistants, and their compensa- 
tion. Removals from ofiice how 
effected. 

4. Form of engineers' certificate. 

5. Organization of the boaid of en- 

gineers; rales and regulations; 
general duties of assistants; re- 
port of assistants to the chief; 
his record thereof. 

6. Duties of engineers at fires. 

7. Duties of cnief engineer enum- 

erated. Cora pensation of drivers ; 
expense of permanent horses. 

8. Dancing in and use of engine houses 

regulatea. 

9. Composition of companies; ap- 

pointment and removal of mem- 
bers ; limitations of age. 

10. Composition of volunteer compan- 

ies; appointment and removal of 
members, 

11. Duties of captains; to keep rolls of 

members and property, and re- 
port to chief engineer. 

12. Duties of captains at fires. 

13. Badges of engineers and firemen to 

be worn at fires; wearing by 
others prohibited. 

14. Chief I o report firemen disabled at 

fires. 

15. Neglect of duty to be reported; 

penalty. 



Section. 
10. Prosecution by chief for causing 
false alarms. 

17. Firemen to be residents ; removal 

from the city to vacate member- 
ship. 

18. Attendance at fires in neighboring 

towns regulated. 

19. Demolition of buildings by engineer 

in command 
20 Members exempt from jury service. 

21. Fire limits defined for erection oi 

wooden buildings; construction 
regulated 

22. Moving of wooden buildings into 

or within and reouilding the same 
within fire limits regulated. 

23. Engineers to have control over com- 

bustibles; penalty for interrup- 
tion. 

24. Use of engine houses by members ; 

use of Intoxicating liquors and 
gambling therein prohibited. 
23. Vacancies In companies ; how filled. 

26. Authority of committee on fire de- 

partment over fire alarm tele- 
graph. 

27. Election of superintendent of fire 

alarm telegraph; vacancy, how 
filled; salary. 

28.* Duties of superintendent. 

29. Injuries to and interruption of fire 
alarm telegraph prohibited. 
Penalties for violation of this chap- 
ter; fines to be paid into city 
treasury. 



30. 



Section 1 . There shall be appointed at the beginning of 
each municipal year, a committee on fire department, consist- 
ing of two aldermen and three members of the common coun- 
cil. 

Sect. 2. The fire department shall consist of a chief en- 
gineer, three assistant engineers, and as many captains, lieu- 
tenants, enginemen, assistant enginemen, hosemen and ladder- 
men, to be divided into companies, and of as many drivers 
and employees as the number of engines, hose carriages, hook 
and ladder trucks and the quantity of other fire apparatus be- 
longing to the city shall from time to time require. 

Sect. 8. There shall be chosen by the city council^ by 
ballot in convention in January or as soon after as may be, a 
chief engineer, who shall hold his oflBce for four years, and 
three assistant engineers whose respective rank shall be then 
designated, and who shall hold their oflBces for one year, and 
untU others are chosen in their places. Vacancies may be 
filled in like manner for an unexpired term. The engineers 
and other oJBBcers and members shall receive such compensa- 



Appointment 
of committee, 
revised charter 
sec. 15. 

Composition of 
fire depart- 
ment. 



Appointment 
of board of fire 
engineers. 

Term Of office. 



Compensation. 
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tion as the city council shall determine. The city council 
may by a concurrent vote at any time remove from office the 
chief engineer or any assistant engineer ; and the mayor and 
aldermen may at any time discharge any and all the officers 
or members of either of said companies. 

Sect. 4. Each engineer shall upon his election receive a 
gineer's certi- certificate in the following form : 

ilcate of office. 



Removal. 



Form of en- 



Organization 
of the board 
revised charter 
sec. 15. 

Secretary. 



Duties of the 
board. 



Rules and 
regulations. 



Report of as- 
sistants' to 
chief. 

Record. 

Duties of en- 
gineers' at 
fires. 



CITY OF TAUNTON. 



This certifies that ■ 



■ is elected engineer (or chief engineer) 



of the fire department of the city of Taunton and is invested with all the 
powers belonging to said ofiice. 

Given under my hand this day of A. D. 18 — 

, Mayor. 

City Clerk. 

Sect. 5. The engineers so chosen shall meet and organize 
themselves into a board of engineers, a majority of whom 
shall form a quorum, and of which the chief engineer or in 
his absence the engineer next in rank present, shall be the 
presiding officer; they may appoint a secretary and such other 
officers, and make such rules and regulations for their own 
government, as they may see fit ; they shall be responsible for 
the discipline, good order and proper conduct of the whole de- 
partment, both officers and men, for the care of all houses, 
reservoirs, engines, wells, hose carriages and other furniture 
and apparatus thereto belonging ; they shall have the super- 
intendence and control of all engine houses and other build- 
ings used for the purpose of the fire department, and of all 
furniture and apparatus thereto belonging, and of the engines 
and all other fire apparatus belonging to the city, and over 
the officers and members of the several companies attached to 
the fire department, and over all persons present at fires ; and 
they may make such rules and regulations for the better gov- 
ernment, discipline and good order of the department, and for 
the extinguishment 6f fires, as they may deem expedient, the 
same being not repugnant, to the laws of the Commonwealth, 
or to any ordinance of the city ; but such rules and regula- 
tions shall be approved by the city council before taking 
effect as such. The assistant engineers shall report to the 
chief engineer whenever absent from a fire and the reasons 
therefor ; and the chief engineer shall keep a record of the 
same. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the chief engineer and 
such assistant engineer as he shall designate whenever a fire 
breaks out in the city, forthwith to repair to the place 
of such fire, wearing the badge of their office ; to take proper 
measures that the several engines and other apparatus are ar- 
ranged in the most advantageous situations, and worked for 
the most effectual extinguishment of the fire ; to require and 
compel the assistance of all persons though not members of 
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the fire department, in extinguishing the fires, removing fur- 
niture, goods or other merchandise from any building on fire, 
or in any danger thereof, and in guarding and securing the 
same ; and also in pulling down and demolishing any house 
or building if occasion requires, and in suppressing all tumults 
and disorders at fires ; they shall also cause order to be pre- 
served in going to, working at, or returning from tires, and 
whenever any of the department are on duty. 

Sect. 7. The chief engineer shall have the sole control at ^^^^^^ ^^ chief 
fires over all other engineers, all members of the fire depart- ®°s^"®®*' 
ment, and all other persons present at fires, and shall direct 
all proper measures for the extinguishment of fires, the pro- 
tection of property and preservation of order thereat, and the 
observance of laws, ordinances and regulations respecting fires 
and in his absence, the engineer next in rank who is present 
shall execute the duties of his office with full powers of chief 
engineer ; and the officer in command of the company which 
first arrives at a fire, shall be the officer in command with like 
powers, until one of the board of engineers is present. The 
chief engineer shall be responsible in the first instance for the 
condition of the engines, reservoirs and all other fire appara- 
tus, the engine houses and other buildings used by the fire de- 
partment, and of the companies connected with the fire de- 
partment, and shall make full report thereof annually to the Annual report 
city council, and at such other times as the city council may 
order, with such recommendations in reference thereto as may 
in his judgment tend to the efficiency of said department, and 
he shall provide for all necessary repairs and alterations of en- 
gines and other apparatus and equipments, and for all appar- 
atus, materials and supplies that may be required, under the Authority to 
supervision of the committee on fire department ; but he expend for re- 
shall not expend in any single instance a greater amount than ^J^^J® *"** ^^^' 
two hundred dollars without an order from the committee on 
fire department, nor a greater amount than five hundred dol- Limitation 
lars without an order from the city council. He shall in his 
annual report and at such other times as the city council may 
order transmit all returns made by the respective companies 
as herein required ; he shall keep exact rolls of the respective Rous of mem- 
companies, specifying the date of the admission and discharge ^®^^ required, 
and the age of each member ; he shall keep a full record of all Record of fires* 
fires happening during the year in the city with the probable ^g**'^**^^^ 
or known cause thereof and the number of fires and descrip- 
tion of buildings destroyed or injured thereby, with the names 
of the owners or occupants, and the amount of loss or damage 
thereby and of insurance thereon. He shall have the general control of 
control of the engine houses and all property therein relat- p^^p®"" ^' 
ing to the fire department. He shall appoint the engineers in Appointments, 
charge thereof, subject to the approval of the board of alder- 
men, and shall for cause remove said engineers subject to the 
approval of said board of aldermen. The permanent horses ^^l^^^^^l 
used in the fire department shall be under his sole control drivers. 
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and direction, and he shall appoint the drivers thereof with 
the approval of the committee on fire department, and shall 
discharge such drivers from service in the department when 
unfit in his judgment for service therein. The compensation 
of^rivers^*^" ^^ ®^^^ drivers shall be fixed by the committee on fire depart- 
ment subject to the approval of the city council. All other 
city horses when required for use in the fire department shall 
Regulations ^^ Under his sole control and direction ; and he may make 
for horses and all rules and reg^lations for the horses and drivers thereof as 
drivers. he may deem expedient, subject to the approval of the stand- 

ing committees on fire department and on streets. The cost 
of permanent horses, the expense of keeping including har- 
Expense for ncsscs and Other like equipments, and the compensation of the 
drivers.*"^ drivers shall be paid from the appropriation for the fire de- 
partment, excepting the expense of keeping such permanent 
horses as may be located at the city stable, which expense 
shall be paid from the the appropriation for the city stable. 
DancinR: in, Sect. 8. Dancing shall not be allowed in the city engine 
re^iated^^*** houscs, cxcept by Special permission of the board of en- 
regu a e . gi^eers ; but said engine houses may be used as ward rooms 
and for such other public purposes as the board of engineers 
may determine. 
Composition of Sect. 9. Each stcam fire engine company, excepting num- 
companies. ^cr four engine company, shall consist of twelve men, including 
captain, lieutenant and engineer ; number four engine company 
shall consist of ten men, including captain, lieutenant and en- 
gineer ; each horse hose company shall consist of ten men in- 
cluding captain and lieutenant; hook and ladder company 
number one shall consist of thirteen men including captain and 
lieutenant; hook and ladder company number two shall consist 
of ten men including captain and lieutenant ; volunteer hose 
companies shall consist of twelve men including captain and 
Appointment lieutenant. The appointment and removal of the officers and 
me^bwsl^*^ °' members of such companies shall be made by the chief en- 
gineer subject to the approval of the mayor and aldermen ; 
Qualifications, but no pcrsou Under eighteen years of age shall be a member 
of the fire department, and not more than one half of any 
company shall be under twenty-one years of age. 
Composition of Sect. 10. Each volunteer engine or hose company shall 
panier^' °**™' havc a Captain, a lieutenant, a clerk and a steward and may 
have a treasurer. They shall be chosen by the company sub- 
Appointment ject to the approval of the board of engineers and shall hold 
and removal, their placcs Until removed or others are chosen in their stead. 
Captains' Sect. 11. The captains shall see that the several engines 

duties. j^jjjj apparatus committed to their care, and the several build- 

ings in which they are deposited and all things appertaining 
thereto, are neatly kept, and are fully efficient for immediate 
use. They shall preserve and enforce order and discipline at 
all times in their respective companies and a strict compliance 
with the ordinances of the city and the rules and regulations 
of the department and of the board of engineers. They shall 
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keep or cause to be kept fair and exact rolls of members spec- *®"* ®' ™*™- 
ifying the date of admission and discharge and the age of each ^^^' 
member, and also a record of all city property in the care of R«5ord of 
the several members, and of all absences or neglect of service property, 
among the same, in books to be provided by the city, which 
shall always be open to inspection and subject to the order of 
the board of engineers, and the mayor and aldermen. They Report to cwef 
shall also make to the chief engineer, a full return of all the 
members of their respective companies with tKeir ages and an 
accurate schedule of all property intrusted to their care, when- 
ever called upon therefor. 

Sect. 12. The captain of each company shall forthwith, captain's 
upon arriving at a fire, report to the chief officer there in com- ^^^^^ ** *^««- 
mand, and shall direct the operations of his company and ma- 
chine under the orders of said chief officer. If absent the of- 
ficer next in rank shall have like powers and duties. 

Sect. 13. At fires the members of the board of engineers Engineer's 
shall wear such badges as the mayor and aldermen shall di- ^adB®***^^*^. 
rect, and all other members of the fire department shall wear 
such badges as the board of engineers shall prescribe, all such Members 
badges to be furnished at the city's charge ; no person with- ^»**k«8- 
out such badge shall enter within the lines formed at a fire th • d 
without the permission of the officer in charge thereat, and no bwTges pro- 
person not a member of the department shall wear such hibited. 
badges as may be so prescribed. 

Sect. 14. When any officer or member of the fire depart- S^c^hw-gl <rf 
partment sustains corporal injury or contracts disease in the duty to be re- 
discharge of his duty, the chief engineer shall report the same ported. Rev. 
with all the facts relating thereto to the city council. charter, s. 15. 

Sect. 15. Any officer or member who shall neglect or Failure of duty 
refuse to perform his duty, or who shall be guilty of any 
disorderly conduct or disobedience to his superiors in office, Penalty, 
may be suspended or expelled from the department by the 
board of engineers, and the chief engineer shall forthwith 
report the action of the board thereon to the mayor and ^p**'*' 
aldermen, and such action shall be final, unless reversed or 
revised by the mayor and aldermen within thirty days there- 
after. 

Sect. 16. The chief engineer shall cause to be prosecuted Prosecution 
any person, who without reasonable cause, makes or causes to **' ^® ^ *'"^ 
be made a false alarm of fire, and shall see that the statutes 
relating thereto are enforced. 

Sect. 17. The officers and members of the fire department nremen to be 
shall be residents of the city of Taunton, and when any offi- residents. 
cer or member shall remove from the city, such removal shall Removal va- 
vacate his membership in the department, and his name shall tenhi^*'" 
forthwith be stricken from the roll thereof. 

Sect. 18. In case of fire in neighboring cities or towns. Attendance at 
no member of the board of engineers and no company shall fires out of 
leave the city with or without their apparatus except by order town regulated 
and direction of the chief engineer, and such order shall not 
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be given except in case of great emergency on the request of 
the chief engineer of said city or town. The several companies 
of the department shall parade for exercise and inspection at 
such times and places and in such manner as the chief en- 
gineer shall direct, but no company shall leave the city with 
or without their apparatus on excursions or other public 
occasions, except to attend a fire in an emergency, unless by 
previous permission of the mayor and aldermen with the con- » 
currence of the board of engineers, and for such time only as 
said boards may direct. 

Sect. 19. The engineer in command at a fire may direct 
any house or building to be pulled down or demolished, when 
he judges the same to be necessary in order to prevent the 
spreading of the fire. 

Sect. 20. All members of the fire department shall be ex- 
empt from serving as jurors. 

Sect. 21. For the purpose of securing the city from damage 
by fire, certain fire limits are hereby established, the bounda- 
ries of which are as follows, to wit : beginning at the north- 
west corner of Spring and Summer streets ; thence by Spring 
street to Mill River, so called ; thence by the northerly bank 
of said river to Washington street; thence by the easterly 
line of said Washington street to Pleasant street ; thence by 
the northerly line of Pleasant street to Broadway ; thence in a 
straight line to the northeasterly corner of School and Fruit 
streets ; thence by the northerly line of Fruit street to Union 
street ; thence by the easterly line of Union street to Main 
street ; thence by a straight line from Main street to the first 
named corner of Spring and Summer streets. Within the ter- 
ritory included within the foregoing lines no wooden build- 
ings shall be erected without the consent of the mayor and al- 
dermen. And no person shall erect any building within said 
territory, without having previously submitted to the chief 
engineer of the fire department, in writing, a description of 
the location, size and materials to be used in the outward con- 
struction of said building ; and it shall be the duty of said 
chief engineer to communicate such proposed plan to the 
board of mayor and aldermen, if in his opinion the erection of 
such structure conflicts with the intent and purpose of the or- 
dinance concerning fire limits. 

Sect. 22. No person shall move or cause to be moved from 
without said limits any wooden building into the same with- 
out the consent of the mayor and aldermen. No person shall 
move or cause to be moved from one place to another within 
said fire limits any wooden building, nor shall any person re- 
pair or rebuild any building within said fire limits which has 
been partially destroyed by fire or otherwise, without the con- 
sent of the mayor and aldermen. 

Sec5T. 28. The chief engineer or the board of engineers shall 
examine all buildings or places where shavings or other com- 
bustible materials may be collected or deposited, and when- 
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ever in the opinion of the chief engineer or any two of said 
board the same is dangerous from liability to fires, he or they 
may order the owner, tenant or occupant thereof to remove 
the same, and in case of neglect or refusal so to do, they may Removal of 
cause the same to be removed at the expense of the tenant or cotabustibies 
occupant who shall be further liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing twenty dollars for such neglect or refusal, and any person 
obstructing the members of the board or any of them or their 
agents, in carrying out the provisions of this section shall be 
liable to the same penalty. The board of engineers shall be Penalties, 
vigilant in the enforcement of all laws and ordinances for the 
prevention of fires, and shall cause prosecutions to be insti- o^ordinMc^* 
tuted for any violation thereof. 

Sect. 24. The houses occupied by the several companies ^^® °* houses 
shall be for the use of the members thereof, and congregating ^ members, 
about the doors and upon the sidewalks in front of said intoxicating 
houses, especially upon the Lord's day is strictly prohibited, iiquors and 
No intoxicating liquors shall be carried into or kept or used gambling pro- 
in said houses and no gambling shall be allowed therein. hibited. 

Sect. 25. In case of a vacancy in any company the same ^^^^e of va- 
may be filled for the remainder of the year as provided for the ^*'**^*®^- 
appointments in the ninth section of this chapter. 

THE FIBE ALARM TELEGRAPH. 

Sect. 26. The committee on fire department shall have supervision of 
the supervision and general care of the rooms, apparatus and fire alarm teie- 
gener^ machinery connected with the fire alarm telegraph, «*"*p^- 
shall establish rules and directions for the use o( the same, 
shall locate the signal boxes and provide for the custody of 
the keys thereof and shall have the general charge of said tel- 
egraph, subject to any order of the city council. 

Sect. 27. There shall be elected in January and every ^^^^^J*^**^" 
fourth year thereafter, by the concurrent vote of the city coun- ^iLrm teTe- 
cil by ballot, a superintendent of the fire alarm telegraph, who graph, 
shall hold his office for the term of four j'ears ; and whenever ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
a vacancy occurs, the same shall be filled in like manner for 
the unexpired term. He shall receive such salary as the city salary, 
council may determine. 

Sect. 28. The superintendent shall have the full charge Duties, 
of the fire alarm telegraph under the direction of the com- 
mittee on fire department ; he shall keep it in good repair and 
in constant worHng order, and shall be held responsible for 
its efficiency at all times. 

Sect. 29. No one shall wilfully deface, injure or destroy Trespass on 
the fire alarm telegraph or any part thereof, or any of the ap- Fire alarm tei- 
purtenances belonging thereto, nor in any way disturb the use egraph prowb- 
or operation thereof, nor open any alarm box connected there- ***^' 
with, except by the authority of or with the key furnished by 
the board of engineers or the committee on fire department, 
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and the chief engineer of the fire department shall forthwith 
cause prosecution to be instituted against any person violat- 
ing this section. 

Sect. 30. The violation of any provision of this chapter 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars for 
each offence, except when otherwise specifically provided ; 
and all fines, forfeitures and penalties recovered for any vio- 
lation thereof, or for the violation of any statute of this Com- 
monwealth relating to fires, shall unless special provision is 
otherwise made, be paid into the treasury of the city. 



Penalties. 
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Section. 

1. Bale of flreworkB,etc. without license, 

prohibited. 

2. T07 piPtoli, toy eannoni, etc. not to 

be sold or used without license. 

8. Firing^ gnuB and plstoU in public 
places prohibited. 

4. Transportation of gunpowder regu- 
lated. 

6. The keeping and sale of gunpowder 
regulated. 



Section. 
0. The keeping of other exploslTC com- 
pounds regulated. 

7. Bale of explosive compounds prohibi- 

ted without license. 

8. Supervision by fire engineers of places 

where gunpowder, etc. Is kept, and 
in case of fire, provisions for 
removal. 

9. Penalty for violation. 



Skction 1. No person shall within the limits of the City ^^^"'Jte' 
of Taunton set fire to, or have in his possession with intent to ^ ' "' 
set fire to, any squib, torpedo, rocket, cracker, serpent or any 
other firework composed wholly or in part of gunpowder, 
fulminating powder, spirits of turpentine, gun cotton or other 
combustible matter, nor throw any such lighted fireworks; 
nor sell, offer for sale, give away, or have m his possession 
with intent to sell the same, without license from the mayor 
and aldermen first obtained therefor. 

Sect. 2. No person shall within the limits of the City of saieof toypiB- 
Taunton sell or offer for sale or have in his possession with ***^"' •*** 
intent to sell any toy pistol, toy cannon or any other toy in 
which explosive compounds are used or of which such com- 
pounds form a part, without license from the mayor and 
aldermen first obtained therefor ; and no person shall in any 
public street, common or public place or within any grounds 
or buildings belonging to or in the use of the City of Taun- 
ton, use, discharge or set fire to any toy pistol, toy cannon or 
any other toy above enumerated. 

Sect. 3. No person, except in the performance of some Firing of guMi, 
lawful duty shall discharge any gun, cannon, field-piece, pistol ®*®- 
or other firearm in or upon any street, common or public 
place in the cityj without license from the mayor and 
aldermen. 

Sect. 4. No gunpowder above the quantity of one huq- Transportation 
dred pounds shall be transported through the city unless the of gunpowder, 
same is enclosed in tight casks, boxes or canisters, so as to 
wholly prevent any escape therefrom, and conveyed in closely 
covered vehicles so covered on the bottom and sides so as to 
prevent all friction, jarring or collision of said casks, boxes or 
canisters, and no vehicle containing gunpowder in the process 
of transportation as aforesaid, shall remain in the city over 
night in any street, stable or other building, nor shall any 
vehicle containing gunpowder in the process of transpor- 
tation be driven through the thickly settled portion of the 
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city or on any streets or squares where the tracks of any 
horse or steam railroad are laid, at a rate faster than four 
miles per hour. Every vehicle used in transporting gun- 
powder and in the process thereof within the limits of the 
city, shall at all times be subject to the inspection of the 
mayor or any member of the police or the board of engineers ; 
but this provision shall not apply to any person on military 
duty in the public service of the United States or of this 
State. 

Sect. 5. No gunpowder shall be kept in any place within 
the limits of the City of Taunton unless it is well secured in 
tifflit casks or canisters ; no gunpowder above the quantity of 
fifty pounds shall be kept or deposited in any shop, store or 
other building or in any vessel which is within the distance 
of twenty-five rods from another building or from a wharf; no 
gunpowder above the quantity of twenty-five pounds shall be 
kept or deposited in a shop, store or other building within 
ten rods of any other building; and in all cases of such 
storage of gunpowder, a report shall forthwith be made of 
the storage thereof, by the person in charge of the same, to 
the chief engineer of the fire department, specifying the 
amount kept or proposed to be kept with a description of 
the place where such storage is made, and no storage shall be 
made elsewhere in or about the building so used ; no gun- 
powder above the quantity of one pound shall be kept or 
deposited in any shop, store or other building within ten 
rods of any other building unless it is well secured in copper, 
tin or brass canisters holding not exceeding five pounds each 
and closely covered with copper, brass or tin covers ; and no 
gunpowder shall be weighed within the limits of the city at 
any time except by daylight; but the provisions of this 
section and section one of this chapter shall not extend to a 
manufactory of gunpowder nor prevent the transportation of 
gunpowder through the city or from one part thereof to 
another. 

Sect. 6. No gun cotton or other explosive compound, 
gunpowder excepted, above the quantity of one-fifth of a 
pound shall be kept, stored or held in any building, place, 
vehicle or vessel within one rod of any dwelling house within 
the limits of the city, by any person except on military duty 
in the public service of the United States or of this State, 
without the license of the mayor and aldermen first obtained 
therefor; and all gun cotton or other explosive compound 
aforesaid so kept, stored or held within said citj'^ shall be well 
secured in copper, brass or tin vessels closely covered with 
copper, brass or tin covers. 

Sect. 7. No person shall sell or keep for sale gun cotton 
or other explosive compounds, gunpowder excepted, within 
the limits of the city without being licensed therefor by the 
mayor and aldermen, upon the recommendation of the chief 
engineer of the fire department. 
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Sect 8. Any member of the board of fire engineers may superyieion of 
onter the store or premises of any person licensed under the *" engineerB. 
provisions of this chapter, or who keeps or has in his posses- 
sion gunpowder or other explosive compounds under the pro- 
visions of sections five, six and seven of this chapter, to 
examine and ascertain if the laws, ordinances and regulations 
relating thereto are strictly observed, and upon an alarm of 
fire may cause gunpowder, gun cotton or any other explosive 
compounds deposited in a building on fire or any building 
adjoining thereto, to be removed or destroyed as the case may 
require. 

Sect. 9. Whoever violates either of the first two sections ?«"»!**«■• 
of this chapter shall for each offence be punished by a fine 
not exceeding ten dollars, and whoever violates any other 
provisions of this chapter shall for each oflFence be punished 
by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

NOTE. 

Section 2, of Chapter VII. was ordained by virtue of the Acts of 1882, 
Chapter 272, which requires the approval of the Superior Court, before 
such ordinance shall take effect. Section 2, of Chapter VII. was 
approved by the Superior Court March 23, 1883. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



84 



BEVISED ORDINANCES. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



CONCERNINQ PUBLIC HEALTH. 



Ag enti of 
board. 



Serrioe of 
police. 



Beotion. 

7. Abatement of nalsances on land; 

determination and asseBsment of 
damages and benefits. 

8. Beftise in the streets and sewers, 

and drowning of animals problb- 
ited. 
0. Penalty for violation. 

10. CityPhvsician; his appointment, re- 

moval and compensation; h\p ftinc- 
tions. 

11. The City Physician's duties; his an- 

nual report 



Appointment 
of board, revis- 
ed charter, tec. 
14. 



Sapervlsion of 
tenements. 



Supervision of 
drains and 
vaults. 



Section. 

1. Appointment of the board of health. 

Removal for cause. 

2. If no agent is appointed, the police 

to act. 

3. Supervision of tenements, and 

authority to vacate the same. 

4. Supervision of drains, vaults and 

privies. 

5. Construction of vaults and privies; 

cleaning and repairing of the 
same. 
0. Time for cleaning vaults and privies; 
removal of coatents and other 
reftise regulated. 

Section 1. The mayor and aldermen shall appoint a 
board of health, as provided in the eighth section of chapter 
eighty of the public statutes, and thereafter annually in the 
month of January they shall appoint one person to be a mem- 
ber of the board of health for the term of two years from the ^ 
first Monday in February next succeeding ; and whenever a 
vacancy shall occur in said board it shall forthwith be filled 
for the unexpired term by the mayor, with the approval of 
the aldermen. Each member of said board shall be subject 
to removal by the mayor for cause, and shall receive such 
compensation as the city council may from time to time 
determine. 

Sect. 2. In default of an appointment of an agent or 
agents by the board of health, and in any case whenever 
requested by said board, the chief of police and his subordi- 
nate officers shall carry into execution all rules and regular 
tions made by the board of health, and all ordinances of the 
city respecting nuisances, sources of filth, and causes of 
sickness within the city, and respecting articles containing 
or conveying infection or contagion or of creating sickness 
brought into the city, and shall immediately report thereon 
to the board of health, and shall under the direction of said 
board, cause all such nuisances, sources of filth and causes of 
sickness to be forthwith abated. 

Sect. 3. Whenever the board of health is satisfied on due 
examination that a cellar, tenement or building within the 
city occupied as a dwelling house has become by reason of 
the number of occupants, want of cleanliness or other cause, 
unfit for such purpose, the board may require and cause the 
occupants thereof to be removed therefrom, first giving them 
forty-eight hours notice in writing to remove. 

Sect. 4. Whenever any dwelling house is not furnished 
with a sufficient drain, privy or vault, the board of health 
shall in writing notify the owner thereof or his a&rent or 
tenant to construct a suitable drain, privy or vault within 
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fiuch time as they may specify. If such notice is not com- 
plied with, the board of health shall cause a sufficient drain, 
privy 6t vault to be constructed, and the expense thereof 
shall be charged to the owner. If the owner or agent is 
unknown, the above notice may be given by posting the 
same on the premises, such time as the ooard may order. 

Sect. 5. Every vault and privy shall be hereafter so con- constraeUon 
structed that the inside thereof shall be at least three feet ofvanitBMid 
from the line of every adjoining lot and from every street, p*"*^**"- 
lane, passage-way or public place ; and whenever any privy 
or vault becomes offensive, the same shall forthwith be 
cleaned. If the owner or tenant thereof does not so do 
within twenty-four hours after notice thereof in writing duly 
served on him, the board of health may cause the same to be 
cleaned, repaired, altered or removed, and the expense thereof 
shall be charged to the owner, his agent or tenant occupying 
the premises. 

Sect. 6. No privy or vault shall be opened to be cleaned Time for 
between the fifteenth day of May and the fifteenth day of cleaning. 
October in each year, unless the board of health shall so order 
or permit. No person shall collect, remove or carry in or 
through any of the lanes, streets, avenues, places or alleys 
within the City of Taunton, the contents of any cesspool. Removal of 
vault, privy or privy well, the drainage of any stable, house contents regu- 
offal or refuse substances, either animal or vegetable, or swill 
from any dwelling house, slaughter house or other building 
in the city, unless expressly licensed therefor by the board of 
health, upon such terms and conditions and by such methods 
AS the board may deem that the public health requires, and 
upon failure to comply therewith the license shall be forth- 
with revoked and cancelled. No person shall clean, keep or 
allow to remain within three hundred feet of the dwelling ^■®®^ **'"*■• 
house of another, any cart or wagon used in removing the 

contents of vaults or privies. Abatement of 

nulsancda or 

Sect. 7. When any lot or vacant land within the city undB. 
becomes a nuisance or dangerous to the public health, the 
board of health, upon petition therefor and examination 
thereof, after due notice to all parties interested and hearing 
thereon, may cause said nuisance to be abated, and if the 
owner, agent or occupant thereof so notified neglects to 
comply with the order of the board of health with reference 
thereto, the board of health or their agents may enter upon 
said lot or land and do such acts and things as may be Determination 
necessary for the abatement of the nuisance thereon; and f^^*"*8®"*"* 
said board shall estimate and determine the damages, expense ^™*" ** 
And benefits accruing from such abatement and what sums 
shall be assessed to the several persons benefited thereby, and 
the board shall duly make return to the city clerk of their 
•doings in the premises. 
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Refuae in tbe Sbct. 8. No person shall cast any decayed vegetable or 
and^sewere^*** ^^^^ animal substance into any street, lane, passage-way, 
and drowning cesspool or sewer, noF into any well, cistern, reservoir, pond 
of animals pro- or waters within the city, nor drown, or cause to be drowned 
hibited. ^^y. animal in any of the said waters. 

Penalties. Sect. 9. Any person violating any provision of this chap- 

ter or any regulation established by the board of health, shall 
for each offence be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars. 

CITY PHYSICIAN. 

Appointment. Sect. 10. The mayor with the approval of the board of 
aldermen shall appoint a city physician for a term of three 
. years, who shall be a resident of Taunton, and shall be sub- . 
ject to removal for cause by the same authority; and any 
vacancy in the office shall be filled in like manner. The city 
physician shall be ex-officio a member of the board of healthy 

Compensation, and shall reccivc such compensation as the city council shall 
from time to time determine, the same to be in full for all 
services performed and medicine furnished or administered in 
his department. 

Duties. Sect. 11. The city physician shall attend under the direc- 

tion of the overseers of the poor, upon all sick paupers,, 
whether state or city, and upon all sick persons under the 
care of the city authorities at the almshouse or elsewhere in 
the city, and at the request of the chief of police, upon all 
prisoners in the city lockup who require medical or surgical 
treatment. He shall vaccinate all scholars in the public 
schools sent to him for that purpose by the school committee 
or superintendent of schools and give them a certificate 
therefor. He shall examine in behalf of the city all appli^ 
cants for military aid, who may be sent to him by the com- 
mittee on military aid, and he shall furnish said committee 
with a certificate showing the physical condition of each 

Annual report, persou SO examined. He shall annually report to the city 
council in the month of January a list of deaths in his depart- 
menc during the previous year, while under his charge,, 
stating the age, sex, civil condition (whether alien or not) 
and disease of the deceased person, and also the time and 
cause of his death ; and shall at all times give the board of 
health, overseers of the poor and city council such profes- 
sional services as may be reasonably required of him, and such 
as they by any regulation, order or ordinance direct. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



CONCERNING HACKS, JOB WAGONS AND OTHER VEHICLES. 



Section. 

1. A hackney carriage defined. 

2. Licenses to be granted by board of 

aldermen. 

3. Board of aldermen authorized to 

re|]:ulate terms and fares and re- 
voke licenses. A record of licen- 
ses to be kept. 

4. Fees for licenses ; to expire Hay 1. 

5. Licensee to be deemed the owner of 

the carriage. 



Section. 

6. Posting on the carriage, of licen- 

see's name, number and rates 
of fare. 

7. Bond required of licensee. 

8. Regulation of fares by the board. 

9. Assignment of stands for hacks and 

job wagon by chief of police. 
10. Penalties. 



hackney car- 
riage. 



Section 1. Every coach or other vehicle, whether on Hackney car- 
wheels or runners, except street cars, drawn by one or more nages defined, 
horses or other animal power, which shall be used in the City 
of Taunton for the conveyance of persons for hire from place 
to place within said city, shall be deemed a hackney carriage 
within the meaning of this chapter. 

Sect. 2. No person shall set up, use or drive in the City J^**®^'^*®^ 
of Taunton any hackney carriage for the conveyance of per- 
sons for hire from place to place in said city, without a license 
for said carriage from the board of aldermen under a penalty Penalty, 
not exceeding twenty dollars every time such carriage is so 
used. 

Sect. 3. The board of aldermen may from time to time Authority to 
grant licenses to such persons and upon such terms as they regulate and 
may deem expedient, to set up, use or drive hackney carriages '®^° *' 
for the conveyance of persons for hire from place to place 
within the city, and may establish the fare therefor, and they 
may revoke such licenses at their discretion. A record of all 
licenses so granted shall be kept by the city clerk. 

Sect. 4. For every license so granted there shall be paid Fees, 
to the city clerk, for the use of the city, the sum of one dollar ; 
provided, however, that any owner of a hackney carriage who 
is licensed to set up or use more than one such carriage, shall 
pay one dollar for the first, and fifty cents for each additional 
vehicle so licensed ; and all licenses granted as aforesaid shall '''*''•" o^ii^ense 
expire on the first day of May next after the date thereof. 

Sect. 5. The person in whose name a license is taken out Licensee as 
for a hackney carriage shall, for all the purposes of this chap- **^°®'' 
ter, be considered as the owner of the same, and liable to all 
forfeitures and penalties herein contained; unless upon the 
sale of the said carriage, notice thereof be given to the city requiredV 
clerk and the license delivered to him. 

Sect. 6. Every carriage licensed as aforesaid shall be con- ^o«tinfir <>' 
spicuously marked with the license number in figures not less nafi!e!*number 
than one and a half inches long ; and the name ol the owner and rates. 



Reeord of 
licenses. 



Notice of sale 
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and driver and the number of the carriage, together with the 

established rates of fare, if any, shall be conspicuously posted 

on a card in every such licensed carriage. 

Bond of Sect. 7. Every person licensed, subject to the foregoing 

licensee. regulations, shall give bonds with suflScient surety or sureties 

to be approved by the mayor and aldermen or some person 

by them authorized thereto in such sum as they may order, 

conditioned for the safe conveyance of passengers and their 

baggage. 

BeguiatioB of Sect. 8. The board of aldermen may establish fares for 

ftrcB. the conveyance of passengers and their baggage in any 

hackney carriage licensed as aforesaid, and may revise and 

change the same at pleasure. 

Afliignment of Sect. 9. The chief of police under the direction of the 

stands for mayor and aldermen shall have authority to assign stands for 

TOfons*"* ^^^ hack, job wagons, carts, sleds and other vehicles used for hire 

at such places upon the streets, squares and other public 

places in the city as will not unreasonably interfere with the 

convenience of the public. No person owning or having the 

care of any such vehicles shall allow them to stand while 

awaiting employment at any other places excepting those 

assigned as herein provided. 

Penaitiefl. Sect. 10. Any person violating the foregoing provisions 

shall forfeit and pay for each offence a sum not exceeding 

twenty dollars, and in addition thereto his license may be 

revoked as the board of aldermen may direct. 

NOTE. 

By virtue of Section 8, the board of aldermen, Sept. 19, 1883, established 
hack fares, as appears by the following : — 

CITY OF TAUNTON. 

In Board of Aldebmen, Sept. 19, 1883. . 

Ordered, that the rates of Hack Fare be and hereby are established as 
follows : — 

For carrying an adult from one place to another within the limits of 
one mile of City Square, 25 cents. 

For carrying an adult from one place to another a distance of more than 
one mile and within two miles of City Square, 50 cents. 

Between the hours of 8 P. M. and 6 A. M. and also on Sundays, the 
price within the first named limits shall be 50 cents. 

Children between 6 and 12 years of age, if accompanied by an adult, 
half price. 

Children under 6 years of age, if accompanied by an adult, no charge. 

Every owner, driver, or other person having the charge of any Hackney 
Carriage shall carry with each passenger, in addition to one trunk, a 
valise, carpet bag, portmanteau, box, bundle, basket, or other articles 
used in traveling, if he be requested to do so, without charge or com- 
pensation therefor; but for every additional trunk, or other article as 
above named, more than one, he shall be entitled to demand and receive 
the sum of ten cents. 
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The fare for conveyance of passengers from City Square and all inter- 
mediate localities to the Agricultural Fair Grounds in all carriages, 6xc6]p^ 
Hacks, is hereby fixed at ten cents for each person. 

The City Marshal is hereby directed to assign stands for hacks, job 
wagons and other vehicles used for hire at such places upon the streets, 
squares and other public places in the city as will not unreasonably 
interfere with the convcDience of the public. 

The City Clerk is hereby authorized to approve the bonds and issue 
licenses for hackney carriages. {^Approved by the Mayor, 

A true copy. Attest : J. M. Cushman, CUy Clerk. 

As these may be held to be regulations of carriages under Public 
Statutes. Chapter 28, Section 25, publication was had of the same in 
the Bristol County Republican, Sept. 21, 1883. 
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REVISED ORDINANCES. 



CHAPTER X. 

CONCERNING DEALERS IN JUNK, OLD METALS AND SECOND- 
HAND ARTICLES. 



Section. 

1. Dealing!: in junk, etc.,witboat license 

proliibited. 

2. Keepers of junk shops to keep 

books, containing; accounts of 
purchaser open to inspection. 

3. Junk shop keeper's sign. 

4. Examination of shops and contents 

authorized. 
6. Purchases from minors prohibited. 

Articles purchased not to be sold 

for one nveek. 
6. Regulation for opening and closing 

shop, and purchasing. 



License of Junk 
dealers. 



Junk dealers' 
booki. 



Inspection. 
Shop signs. . 



Inspection of 
shops. 



Dealhig with 
minors pro- 
hibited. 



Sales regulated 



Basiness hours 
regulated. 



Section. 

7. License requirerl for dealer's carts. 

Name and number of license to 
be placed on each vehicle. 
License fee. 

8. Form of local license to be signed 

by city clerk and recorded. Loca- 
tion to be designated. License 
fee. 

9. Time for granting licenses estab- 

lished. 

10. Revocation of license. Notice to 

licensee. 

11. All provisions to be expressed in 

license. 

12. Penalty. 



Section 1. No person shall be a dealer in, or keeper of 
a shop for the purchase, sale or barter of junk, old metals or 
second-hand articles, in this city, unless he is duly licensed 
therefor by the board of aldermen. 

Sect 2. Every keeper of such shop shall keep a book in 
which shall be written, at the time of every purchase by him 
of either of the articles mentioned in the preceding section, a 
description of the article or articles purchased, the name, age 
and residence of the person from whom, and the day and 
hour when such purchase was made ; and that book shall, at 
all times, be open to the inspection of the board of aldermen 
and to any person by them authorized to make such inspection. 

Sect. 3. Every keeper of such shop shall put in some 
suitable and conspicuous place on his shop, a sign having his 
name and occupation legibly inscribed thereon in large letters. 

Sect. 4. Every such shop, and all articles of merchandise 
therein, may be examined at any time by the mayor or alder- 
men, or by any person by them authorized to make such 
examination. 

Sect. 5. No keeper of such shop shall directly or indirectly 
either purchase or receive bj'^ way of barter or exchange, any 
of the articles aforesaid of any minor or apprentice, knowing 
or having reason to believe him to be such ; and no article 
purchased by such shopkeeper shall be sold by him, until a 
period of at least one week from the date of its purchase or 
receipt by him shall have elapsed. 

Sect. 6. Every such shop shall be closed on every Sunday 
throughout the day, and on every other day during the hours 
before sunrise and after ten o'clock in the evening ; and no 
keeper thereof shall make purchase of any of the articles 
aforesaid during such hours. 
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Sect. 7. The board of aldermen may license any dealer ^^^^^ <>' 
in junk, old metals or second-hand articles, to set up and use ® ®^ ■ ®*^"' 
wagons or other vehicles, for the purpose of collecting junk, 
old metals and second-hand articles in the City of Taunton ; 
and no such dealer shall set up and use any vehicle for said 
purpose, without a license from said board for each vehicle so 
set up and used. Every dealer so licensed shall have his 
name and the number of the license placed upon each side of ^"'^ ■*^"- 
every such vehicle in plain legible words and figures of not 
less than one and one-half inches in length, and so that the 
same may be distinctly seen. One dollar shall be paid to the License fee. 
city clerk for the use of the city, for each license granted 
under this section. 

Sect. 8. Every license granted under this ordinance shall Record of looai 
be signed by the city clerk, and shall be recorded by him in "®®°^®- 
a book kept for that purpose before being delivered to the 
licensee ; such license shall set forth the name of the person pof^ofiicenae 
licensed, the nature of the business and the building or place 
in which it is to be carried on, and shall continue in force 
until the first day of May next ensuing after the same shall xerm of license 
take effect, unless sooner revoked ; and no license granted as 
aforesaid shall be valid to protect the licensee in any building 
or place other than that designated in the license, unless con- Location, 
sent to removal be granted by the board of aldermen, which 
consent shall be indorsed on the license. The city clerk upon 
issuing any such license shall receive for the use of the city ^®®- 
for each license the sum of two dollars, except as provided in 
section seven. 

Sect. 9. The board of aldermen may grant licenses as Time for grant- 
aforesaid at any time during the month of April, to take ingiioensea. 
effect on the first day of May then next ensuing, and after 
the first day of May licenses may be granted by them for 
the remainder of the year ending on the first day of the 
following May. 

Sect. 10. Any license granted under this ordinance may Revocation, 
be revoked at any time by the board of aldermen, upon viola- 
tion of any of the conditions or provisions thereof. When- 
ever any such license shall be revoked, the city clerk shall 
note such revocation upon the face of the record of the 
liceuse, and shall give written notice of the revocation to Notice to 
the holder of the license, said notice to be delivered to him licensee, 
in person or left at the place of business designated in the 
license. 

Sect. 11. All the provisions of this ordinance shall be ordinance set 
incorporated into every license granted under it. *^"* *** licenses. 

Sect. 12. Any person who shall violate any of th6 pro- penalty, 
visions of this ordinance, shall be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars for each offence. 
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CHAPTER XL 



CONCERNING THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



Section. 

1. Previous ordinance affirmed. 

2. Management by board of trustees ; 

board how constituted and chosen. 

3. Election of trustees by city council; 

vacancies how filled. 

4. Expenditure of appropriations. 



Section. 
6. Organization of trustees; appoint- 
ment of officers, and their com- 
pensations. 

6. Authority of trustees to make rules 

and regulations. 

7. Annual report of trustees. 

8. Appropriation of tbe dog license 



Ordinance 
affirmed. 



Trustees. 



Appointment. 

Election of 
trustees. 

Term. 



YacancieB. 



Expenditures. 



Organization 
of board. 
Appointments. 



Section 1. The first section of an ordinance passed on 
the twenty-first day of March in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six, entitled " An ordinance relating to the establish- 
ment and government of a tree public library," is hereby 
re-ordained and affirmed. 

Sect. 2. The immediate control and management of said 
library shall be vested in a board of trustees to consist of the 
mayor and president of the common council ex-officio^ and of 
six citizens at large to be chosen as hereinafter provided, who 
shall hold their offices until others are chosen in their place. 

Sect. 3. Said six trustees shall be elected by the city 
council by ballot in joint convention. The trustees hereto- 
fore chosen shall continue to hold their offices for the term 
for which they were respectively chosen, and there shall be 
chosen annually in the month of January two trustees for the 
term of three years, to fill the vacancies then occurring, and 
all vacancies in said board occasioned by death, resignation, 
removal from the city or otherwise, shall be filled in like 
manner for the unexpired term. 

Sect. 4. All moneys appropriated for said library shall be 
expended under the direction of said board of trustees ; they 
shall have full power to expend the same in the purchase of 
such books, periodicals and newspapers as they may select, 
and in defraying all the expenses for the support and main- 
tenance of the institution. In addition to the appropriations 
which may from time to time be made in its support, all sums 
of money which may be received from the county treasurer 
by virtue of the statutes relating to dogs, or by its officers for 
fines, forfeitures, damages to books, sales of old books or 
papers, and duplicate copies of books or papers, shall be 
retained for the use of said library and expended in like 
manner. 

Sect. 5. Said trustees may organize by choice of one of 
their number as president, may appoint a librarian, assistants 
and such other officers as they may deem expedient, fix. their 
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compensation and remove them at pleasure. The salaries salaries, 
and other compensations fixed by the board shall be paid 
from the city appropriation for the library. 

Sect. 6. Said trustees may make all needful and suitable Begnutiom. 
regulations concerning said library and the use and manage- 
ment thereof, subject to the approval of the city council. 

Sect. 7. Said trustees shall annually on or before the Ammai report, 
first day of January lay before the city council a detailed 
report of their proceedings, the condition of the library, the 
number of books added thereto, and the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the previous year, with such information or sugges- 
tions as they may deem important. 

Sect. 8. All moneys which shall hereafter be paid to the Appropriatiom 
city treasurer by the treasurer of the County of Bristol, on of dog license 
account of the dog license fund, shall at the time received be ^^^' 
credited to the account of the public library. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

COKCERNING THE CHIEF OP POLICE AND SUBORDINATE 

OFFICERS. 



Section. 

1. Chief of police, deputy oliief, cap- 

tains, Itentenants and polioemen, 
appointment of; their whole time 
to be at the service of the city; 
compensation. 

2. Bonds required. 

3. Duties of the chief of police. 

4. Duties as agpent of the board of 

health. 
6. Chief of police to keep record of 

complaints, and make reports 

quarterly, and to render accounts 

of fees received. 
6. Duties of the police at fires, and In 

collection of taxes. 



Section. 

7. Chief of police may make rules and 

reipilattons. 

8. Duties of subordinate officers; duties 

of watch and ward. 

9. Subordinate offleers to account to 

chief for fees; chief to account to 
city treasurer monthly for moneys 
received. 

10. Appointment of speeial officers and 

tneir compensation. 

11. Appointment of constables; their 

duties and compensation. 

12. Removal of police officers. 



Section 1. The mayor and aldermen shall annually as 
revised ohartir s^on as may be after the organization of the city government 

section 9. 



rt 



l: s 



Compensation. 



Bonds. 



and whenever a vacancy occurs appoint a chief of police, 
deputy chief, captains, lieutenants and policemen, such as 
they deem necessary, with all the powers and duties of con- 
stables, who shall continue in oflSce respectively until their 
successors are appointed and qualified, unless sooner re- 
moved by the mayor and aldermien. Their whole time shall 
be at the service of the city and they shall receive such com- 
pensation as the city council from time to time may deter- 
mine. 

Sect. 2. Before entering upon the duties of his office, the 
chief of police and each subordinate officer shall give bond to 
the city, the chief of police in the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars and each subordinate officer in the sum of five hundred 
dollars, with sufficient surety or sureties to be approved by 
the mayor and aldermjen for the faithful performance of their 
respective duties ; and each shall be duly sworn. 
Duties of chief. Sbct. 3. The chief of police shall have the general charge 
and supervision over his subordinate officers and over all con- 
stables and special police officers when engaged in the same 
service, or whenever directed thereto by the mayor and alder- 
men, and shall forthwith report to the mayor and aldermen 
any violation or neglect of duty by any of said officers. He 
shall from time to time pass through the streets, lanes, alleys, 
squares and public grounds of the city to observe all nui- 
sances, obstructions or impediments therein or on the side- 
walks thereof, and any violation of any ordinance or statute 
relating thereto. He shall forthwith report to the superin- 
tendent of streets any defects or want of repairs which may 
be discovered in any public streets, ways, bridges or side- 

GooqIc 



Digitized by 



'8' 



BBVI8BD OBDINANGBS. 95 

walks. He shall receive all complaints against any person for 
any breach of the laws or of the ordinances of the city and 
shall for that purpose attend daily at his oflBce at some stated 
time to be approved by the mayor and aldermen. He shall 
promptly and eflBciently prosecute all offenders and by all 
proper means secure convictions, and he shall enforce and 
carry into effect all laws and city ordinances and be vigilant 
in detecting any breach thereof. 

Sect. 4. The chief of police shall be subject always to the Dutiee of chief, 
direction, authority and control of the board of health, enforce *»*fireiitof 
all ordinances and orders of the city council and all regula- *>*>"* ^^^^^'^^^^ 
tions and orders of the board of health relating to sickness, 
nuisances, sources of filth affecting the comfort or health of 
the inhabitants of the city existing within its limits, and shall 
cause the same to be abated, as by such ordinances, orders or 
regulations or by the laws of the Commonwealth provided. 

Sect. 5. The chief of police shall keep or cause to be kept Record of the 
at the police station an exact record of all complaints made by tihiet 
him or any oflScer under his control, for an}' violation of the 
laws or city ordinances and of all arrests so made with a com- 
plete description of the person arrested, with the cause there- 
of, the name of the oflScer making the arrest, and the disposi- 
tion made of the person and the case with the circumstances 
thereof. Such record shall be kept in a book furnished by 
the city, and shall at all times be open to the inspection of i»«p««**®»- 
the mayor and aldermen, and shall be delivered by hiqa to his 
successor in office. The chief of police shall once in three Q^^teyiy ,^. 
months, and whenever so required, make a full report in writ- port, 
ing of the proceedings of his office to the mayor and alder- 
men containing an exact account of all the fees received by 
him or his subordinate officers for serving processes, attend- 
ance upon court, witness fees in any case, civil or criminal, 
and all other fees and moneys received by him or them as ■A.oooMdioffees 
complainants, or otherwise as officers or agents of the city. '^^ ^ 

Sect. 6. The chief of police and such subordinate officers DatiesofpoUce 
or policemen as he shall direct, shall, in case of fire, repair to »* ^^ea. 
the place where the fire may be and in conjunction with the 
chief engineer or other officer there in command diligently at- 
tend to the keeping of the public peace, the prevention of 
thefts and the loss or injury of property, and the removal of 
all persons suspected or invading the lines formed thereat ; 
and shall, under the direction of the collector of taxes, assist in collection of 
the collection of taxes. **""' 

Sect. 7. The chief of police may establish rules and regu- Begniatione of 
lations for the government, disposition and management of poucc. 
the police consistent with the laws and with the ordinances 
of the city, subject to the approval of the mayor and alder- 
men. 

Sect. 8. The deputy chief, captains and lieutenants shall, i>«ti«' ot rob- 
under the direction of the chief of police and of the mayor ^^™** ''®" 
and aldermen, perform and aid in any and all such duties and 
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Watch and 
ward. 

AeeouDtliig of 
sabordiDatet to 
ehlef. 



Monthlj ao- 
eonnts. 

Collection of 
fines, etc 

Special officers. 
Compensation. 

Constables. 
rcT. char., s. 9. 

Duties. 

Compensation. 
Removal. 



have all such powers as are prescribed for the chief of police, 
and may act as day or uight police ; and the chief of police 
with his subordinate ofiScers and policemen shall have and 
perform all the powers and duties of watch and ward as pro- 
vided by law, subject to the direction of the mayor and alder- 
men. 

Sect. 9. The deputy chief, captains and lieutenants, shall 
pay over to the chief of police all fees and moneys received 
for serving processes, attendance on court or for witness fees 
in any case, civil or criminal, or as complainants or otherwise 
as oflBcers or agents of the city, and the chief of police shall 
once a month pay over the same to the city treasurer together 
with all such fees and moneys received by him in any manner 
as aforesaid. It shall also be his duty to collect, receive and 
pay over to the city treasurer once a month all fines, forfeit- 
ures and penalties accruing for the breach of any ordinance 
of the city or any regulation of the board of health. 

Sect. 10. The mayor and aldermen may appoint such 
special police oflScers and watchmen as they deem neces- 
sary and fix their compensation, who shall be duly sworn be- 
fore entering upon their duties. 

Sect. 11. The mayor and aldermen may appoint such 
constables as they deem proper who shall be sworn according 
to law. Such constables shall attend all fires within their re- 
spective wards and diligently attend to the preservation of 
the peace, the prevention of thefts and the loss or injury of 
property and shall receive therefor such compensation as the 
mayor and aldermen may determine. 

Sect. 12. Any oflScer named in this chapter may at any 
time be removed by the mayor and aldermen for cause and 
others appointed in his place. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

CONCEBNING THE CITY MES8BNGEB. 

Seetion. I Section. 

1. Bleotion of elty messenger, his com- 2. Daties of city messenger, 
pensation. I 

Section 1. The city council shall annually in the month Election, 
of January and whenever a vacancy occurs, elect by joint 
ballot a city messenger, who shall hold his ofiSce during the 
pleasure of the council, and shall receive such compensation compensation, 
as the council may determine. 

Sect. 2. The city messenger shall have the general care ^^^^^ 
and custody of the city hall and its various apartments, in- 
cluding the grounds and appurtenances thereto. He shall 
prepare and arrange the various apartments of the city hall 
for their appropriate purposes and shall keep the same clean, 
warmed, lighted, and in good order and condition for any 
occupation authorized by the mayor and aldermen or city 
council, or either branch thereof or any committee thereoi. 
He shall attend all sessions of the city council or either branch 
thereof or any committee of the same, and of the board of 
overseers of the poor, the board of assessors and the board of 
health; and he shall deliver all messages, notifications and 
other papers when thereto directed by the mayor, president of 
the common council, the city council or either branch thereof. 
He shall at all times be subject to such further orders as may 
be made from time to time by the city council. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



CONCERNING ORDINANCES AND ORDERS. 



Section. 

1. BnaotingBtyleofordinanoes. 

2. BMord of ordiiiaDoes by the city 

clerk. OrdlBwioe book. 

3. TenuB "Ordered" and ■'Beeolyed*' 

defined. 



Section. 
4. Preeentation of ordlnanoM, orders 
and renolutionB to the mayor for 
approval. Record of same. 
6. Ordinaneesj when to take effect 
6. Promulgfation of ordinances by print- 
ing, in the municipal regiater and 
by publication. 



Records. 



Enacting style. SECTION 1. All by-laws passed by the city council shall 
be termed " Ordinances," and the enacting style shall be : 
" Be it ordained by the city council of the City of Taunton, 
as follows : " 

Sect. 2. All ordinances shall be recorded by the city 
clerk in a fair and legible hand, without interlineation or 
erasure, and in the order in which they were passed to be 
ordained, in a book prepared and kept for that purpose, made 
of strong linen paper, with proper margins and indexes, and 
strongly bound. Said book shall be lettered "Records of 
Ordinances of the City of Taunton," and shall be preserved 
in the office of the city clerk, subject to public inspection. 

Sect. 8. Whenever the city council or either branch 
thereof expresses anything by way of command, the form of 
expression shall be " Ordered ; " and whenever the city coun- 
cil or either branch thereof expresses opinions, principles, 
facts or purposes, the form shall be " Resolved." 

Sect. 4. Whenever an ordinance, order, resolution or 
vote shall be passed by the city council or either branch 
thereof, which is required by law to be presented to the 
mayor for approval, the city clerk shall, without unnecessary 
delay, present the same to the mayor, and enter upon the 
records of the board of aldermen the dates of the presenta- 
tion and approval thereof. 

Sect. 5. Every ordinance shall go into effect on the day 
upon which it is approved by the mayor, or otherwise passed 
and approved as provided by the statutes of this Common- 
wealth. And if such ordinance is not returned by the mayor 
within ten days after presentation thereof to him, it shall go 
into effect after the expiration of ten days from the date when 
the same was so presented. This section shall not apply 
when it is provided otherwise. 

Sect. 6. Every ordinance passed during a municipal year 
shall be printed in the annual report of that year, under the 
supervision of the committee on printing, and shall be further 
promulgated by publishing the same under the supervision 



Ordinance 
book. 

Terms 

"ordered," 

"resolved." 



Presentation 
for approval. 
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of the city clerk, in any newspapers, not exceeding two, 
printed and published in the City of Taunton, as the mayor 
shall direct ; but a failure to comply with this section shall 
not affect the validity of any ordinance. 
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CHAPTER XV, 



CONOEBNIKG PETROLEUM. 



Seotion. 

1. Appointment of liupeetor of petro- 

leum. BemoTftl. 

2. Inspeotlon of kerosene oil kept for Mia 

required; eompensatlon of Inroee- 
tor; inipeetion to be enfbreea by 
Inspeetor. 



Section. 
S. Penalty for rlolatlon of thla chapter. 



Inspeetor of 
petroleum, ap- 
pointment 



Vaeaneies. 

RemoTaL 

Sale of unin- 
spected petro 
leum pro- 
hibited. 



Section 1. The mayor and aldermen shall annually 
appomt in the month of January an mspector of petroleum 
and its products : and whenever a vacancy in said oflBce shall 
occur, it shall be forthwith filled for the unexpired term by 
the mayor and aldermen, and said ofiScer shall be subject to 
removal by the mayor for cause. 

Sect. 2. No person shall in the city sell or keep for sale 
at retail for illuminating purposes any kerosene, refined petro- 
leum or any products of petroleum, without having the same 
inspected and approved by a duly appointed inspector. The 

Sot'.'^'''**^*^ compensation of the inspector shall be twenty cents for each 
commercial barrel inspected by him, under this ordinance, to 
be paid by the persons requiring his services ; and he shall be 
vigilant in detecting any breach of the statutes relating to 

Enforcement of pg|.pQlg^jjj q^jj^ j^ products, and in promoting the enforce- 

*^' ment thereof. 

Sect. 8. Any person violating the provisions of this 
chapter shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars for each offence. 



Penalties. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



CONCERNING PRINTING. 



Section. 

1. Printing to be authorized by oom- 

mittee on printing. 

2. Docnmenti to be printed In uniform 

■tyle. Committee of sucoeeding 
vear authorized to complete work 
began. 



Section. 
3. The committee to approve billa for 
printing. 



Section 1. All printing required for the city or paid for Dnties of oom- 
by the city shall be done under the direction of the joint mittee. 
standing committee on printing, except when otherwise 
specially authorized. 

Sect. 2. All documents printed by order of the city style of doon- 
council or any department thereof, shall be printed in "^e»*»- 
uniform style, and the annual reports of each year shall be 
numbered from one upwards, and all documents or other 
matters referred for printing to the joint committee on print- 
ing of any year, the printing whereof is not completed at completion of 
the end of that year, shall be completed by the joint com- tt«^«^«J»®d 
mittee on printing of the municipal year next following. ^°' * 

Sect. 8. No bills for printing shall be allowed unless the Approval of 
same are approved by the joint committee on printing, or by printing biut. 
the committee or person specially authorized to incur the 
expense and supervise the same. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



GOKOEBNING THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PBOPEETY. 



Section. 
1. Appointment of 



the committee on 



Appointment. 



Duties. 



Limitationfl. 



Care of public 
grounds. 

« Green,'* 
**]Canrel foun- 
tain." 

Sealed pro- 
posals for con- 
tracts. 



pnblio property. 

2. Duties or the committee ; care and 

supervision of all public property ; 
the limits of their authority. 

3. Care of public grounds and fountains. 

4i Sealed proposals required for con- 
tracts exceedine five hundred dol- 
lars, with right to reject reseryed. 

6. Certain contracts to be in wrltiucr ; 
alterations to be made by majority 
only. 



Section. 

6. Becords and a schedule of all city 

Eroperty to be kept in proper^ 
ook ; annual report to the eity 
council in December. 

7. Fuel contracts and department inel- 

dentals, regulated. School com- 
mittee's authority oyer Aiel for 
schools and school incidentals. 

8. Committee; authority to let or lease 

land or buildings and to grant the 
temporary use thereof. 



Beseryed right 
to reject. 



Section 1. At the commencement of each municipal year 
there shall be appointed a committee on public property con- 
sisting of two aldermen and five members of the common 
council. 

Sect. 2. Said committee shall have the care and super- 
vision of all school houses, public buildings and other property 
of the city and of the erection, alteration and repair thereof, 
except as otherwise provided, and subject always to such rules, 
orders and regulations as the city council may adopt. The 
amount of expenditures for the foregoing purposes in any one 
year shall not exceed the appropriations made therefor by the 
city council, and no expenditure shall be made in reference 
thereto unless the same is considered in committee and agreed 
to by a major part thereof ; and no building shall be erected 
nor shall any alteration or repair be made on any building, if 
the estimated cost of such expenditure in any single instance 
shall exceed two hundred dollars, unless the city council shall 
expressly authorize the same. 

Sect. 3. Said committee shall have the care and super- 
vision of the " Green " and all other lands or enclosures 
belonging to the city and of all public drinking fountains 
including the "Marvel" fountain, except when otherwise 
specially provided. 

Sect. 4. Whenever the estimated cost for the erection, 
alteration or repair of any building authorized by the city 
council exceeds the sum of five hundred dollars, said com- 
mittee shall cause plans and specifications of said work to be 
prepared and shall by public notice invite sealed proposals for 
the same, and no such proposals so received shall be opened 
except in committee, nor shall the contents of any such pro- 
posals be disclosed to any person until after the contract 
therefor is closed. All such proposals the committee shall 
reserve the right to reject, whenever they deem the interest 
of the city requires it. 
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Sect. 5. Every contract involving an expenditure of five contracts in 
hundred dollars shall be in writing, and after it is concluded ^^"ng- 
shall not be opened nor altered in any particular, except by 
consent of the committee endorsed on the contract and signed Aiteratioas. 
by a major part thereof, unless the city council shall other- 
wise order. 

Sect. 6. Said committee shall cause to be kept in a book Records of 
furnished by the city a complete record of their doings ; said committee, 
book shall also contain a schedule of the several parcels of 
real property in charge of said committee with a brief Property book, 
description thereof, and of all leasehold interests of the city, schedules, 
if any, and also a schedule of the personal property of the 
city and where the same is deposited or kept ; and said com- 
mittee shall annually submit to the city council a statement Annual state- 
or all the property real and personal of the city, except when "*®"*' 
otherwise specially provided. 

Sect. 7. Said committee shall annually purchase or in Ynei contracts 
writing contract for, all fuel required for the several depart- 
ments of the public service, the same to be delivered when 
and where said committee direct, and they are authorized, to Purchase of 
provide for use in the several departments such articles as incidentals, 
they may deem necessary, provided the cost thereof in any 
single instance shall not exceed twenty-five dollars. And the g^jj^^j ^^^^ 
school committee are authorized to provide fuel, furniture and mittees an- 
other things necessary for the school department, including thority over 
repairs of school houses, to the same extent of expenditure, school inciden- 
in case the committee on public property make no provision 
therefor. 

Sect. 8. Said committee may let any land or building. Letting and 
not put to any public uses, for a term not exceeding one year, leasing of pub- 
but all written leases shall be subject to the approval of the buildings, 
city council, and shall be executed by the mayor in behalf of 
the city, and said committee may permit the temporary use 
of the city buildings whenever the same does not interfere 
with their public uses, and is not in violation of some ordi- 
nance or order of the city council. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



CONCERNING THE SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OP CITY 

OFFICERS. 



CompenBation 
of municipal 
officers. 

Weekly pay- 
ments, revised 
charter, sec. 9. 



Revised char- 
ter, section 12. 



Section. 
3. Compensation herein fixed is in AiU 
for all official services. 



Section. 
1. CompenBation (if munioipal officers in 
detail, payable in vireekly install- 
ments. 
8. Compensation in detail of the fire 
department, in weekly installments. 

Section 1. The compensation to be paid the several 
officers herein mentioned for each municipal year shall be 
fixed at the annual rates herein set forth, and shall be payable 
in equal weekly installments, to wit: 

To the mayor, a salary of twelve hundred dollars. 

To the treasurer and collector, seventeen hundred dollars. 

To the clerk of the treasurer and collector, not less than 
three hundred nor more than eight hundred dollars, the exact 
amount to be specifically fixed each year by the committee on 
finance. 

To the treasurer of the commissioners of sinking funds 
three hundred dollars. 

To the city clerk fifteen hundred dollars. He shall pay 
over to the city treasurer monthly all fees, charges and com- 
missions of every kind and description allowed by law, 
received by him by virtue of said office, accompanied by a 
statement of the purposes for which they were received, 
taking the treasurer's receipt therefor. 

To the assistant of the city clerk, not less than three hun- 
dred nor more than six hundred dollars, the exact amount to 
be specifically fixed each year by the committee on finance. 

To the board of assessors, seventeen hundred dollars. 

To the board of water commissioners, six hundred dollars. 

To the clerk of the board of water commissioners one 
thousand dollars. 

To the superintendent of streets, fifteen hundred dollars, 
with stabling and feed for one horse. 

To the chief of police, eleven hundred dollars. 

To the deputy chief and captains of the night watch and 
day police, each at the rate of two dollars and seventy-five 
cents per day. 

To the police and night watchmen, each at the rate of two 
dollars and fifty cents per day. 

To the city physician, eight hundred dollars, for which 
sum he shall also furnish all medicines necessary to be used 
in his department, without additional expense to the city. 
He shall as a member of the board of health, also receive the 
sum of fifty dollars for each municipal year. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



REVISED ORDINANCES. 105 

To the city solicitor, five hundred dollars. Reviaed char- 

To the board of health, two hundred and fifty dollars to **'» »®<^^°^ ^^ 
each member thereof other than the city physician. 

To the overseers of the poor, excepting the secretary, each Revised char- 
two hundred dollars. **'» «^^**°^ ^^^ 

To the secretary of the overseers of the poor, eight hundred 
dollars. 

To the city messenger, six hundred dollars. 

To the clerk of the common council, one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

To the superintendent of Mayflower Hill cemetery and 
Broadway burial ground, one hundred and fifty dollars. 

To the superintendent of Oakland cemetery, twenty-five 
dollars. 

To the sealer of weights and measures, one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

To the inspector of milk, fifty dollars. 

To the registrars of voters, two hundred dollars each. 

Sect. 2. The compensation to be paid the officers and of flre'depMt- 
members of the fire department, and other officers herein ment. 
mentioned, for the current 3^ear and for each year following Revised char- 
until otherwise determined, shall be fixed at the annual rates ter section 15. 
herein set forth, and shall be payable in equal weekly install- weekly pay- 
ments, to wit : ™®^^- 

To the chief engineer of the fire department, nine hundred 
dollars, with stabling and feed for one horse. 

To the superintendent of the fire alarm telegraph, nine 
hundred dollars. 

To the first, second and third assistants, each one hundred 
and four dollars. 

To the permanent engineers, of steam fire engines, nine 
hundred dollars. 

To the hostler at the city stable on Leonard street, seven 
hundred dollars. 

To the engineers of the several steam fire engines, except 
permanent engineers, and to the captains of engine companies, 
hose companies and hook and ladder companies, each ninety- 
six dollars. 

To the lieutenants and assistant engineers of steamers, hose- 
men and truckmen, each eighty-four dollars. 

To the stewards each of volunteer companies, twenty-five 
dollars. 

Sect. 3. The compensation to be paid to the several per- inclusive com- 
sons named in this chapter shall be in full for all services pe^s^tion. 
rendered by them in their respective offices, unless otherwise 
provided. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



CONCERNING THE CITY SEAL. 



Section. 
1. Design of the city neal, and deyice. 



Section. 
2. Leeal instruments executed by the 
city to be sealed with the city seal 
and signed by the mayor. 



City seal. 
Design. 



Section 1. The design of the city seal shall be, a circle, 
in the centre, a shield, on which is represented the original 
purchase of the territory by Elizabeth Pool : above the shield 
on the scroll the motto " Dux femina facti," below the word 
" Cohannet : " on the right, a railroad, depot, cars and machine 
shops : on the left, Taunton Great River, shipping and ware- 
houses : in the upper border " Taunton : " in the lower, " A 
town 1639, a city 1864," the device thereof being as follows : 



Deyice. 




Execution of 
deeds. 



Sect. 2. All deeds or other legal instruments made, given 
or entered into by the city by order of the city council or 
either branch thereof, requiring a seal, shall be sealed with 
the city seal and shall be signed and acknowledged in behalf 
of the city by the mayor. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



CONCERNING SEWERS. 



Section. 
1. 



Aathority for laying out drains and 
sewers, and determining manner 
and mode of construction; hear- 
ing thereon. 

2. Supervision by superintendent of 

streets : detailed plans thereof to 
be filed in the city clerk's office. 

3. Account of the expense to be. kept 

by the superintendent, and re- 
port of betterments to the board 
of aldermen, and to be filed with 
city clerk. 

4. Assessments of betterments to be 

made by the aldermen; the city 
clerk to certify the same to the 
city treasurer, who shall notify 
persons charged. 

5. The treasurer to collect the assess- 

ments. 



Section. 

6. Chapter 97 Acts 1891 accepted. In- 

stead of assessments, payment of 
betterments upon entry provided 
for. 

7. Written permits from the board of 

aldermen required for entries; 
entries to be made under charge 
of the superintendent of streets ; 
other entries forbidden. 

8. Licenses for private drain lavers re- 

quired and their term of office. 
Regulations for constructing con- 
necting drains and entries. 

9. Bond of drain layers; condition 

thereof. 

10. Entry of rain water into the sewer 

provided for. 

11. Penalty for viol&tion of this chap- 

ter. 



Section 1. The board of aldermen may with the concur- Authority to 
rence of the common council lav, make and maintain all such ^*y ^^^ ^^^"^ 

J. .1 Tjii. tain common 

' mam drams or common sewers as they adjudge to be neces- gewers. 
sary for the public convenience or the public health, through 
the public streets or through the lands of any persons or cor- Revised char- 
porations and may repair the same whenever it is necessary. ^^^ section 17. 
All such drains and sewers shall be the property of the city 
and when laid in any public street shall be laid as nearly as construction, 
possible in the centre thereof, and shall be constructed in 
such manner and of such materials and dimensions as the 
board of aldermen shall direct; but no main drain or common 
sewer shall be laid in any street until each person whose prop- 
erty may be effected by the laying of such drain or sewer 
has had an opportunity to be heard in relation thereto ; and 
the board of aldermen shall notify and hear parties interested Hearing, 
in like manner as is provided in chapter 23 of the revised 
ordinances, in regard to the laying out, alteration or discon- 
tinuing of streets. 

Sect. 2. The superintendent of streets shall under the ^^^^^l^H 
direction of the board of aldermen have the general supervi- dent of streets, 
sion of all drains and common sewers now built or hereafter 
to be built by the city and of all repairs thereof. Whenever 
such drain or sewer is ordered to be built or repaired, he 
shall ascertain its depth, dimensions, mode of construction 
and course, and shall make an accurate plan thereof setting 
forth the full details thereof with references to other lines of 
sewerage in the same general direction, if any there are, and 
shall specify thereon the depth and distance from the street 
lines and the particular location of all private drains entering 
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Filing of Plans ^'^^reiii OS from time to time they are granted. Said plans of 
sewerage shall be filed and carefully preserved in the office of 
the city clerk. 
Account of ex- Sect. 3. The Superintendent of streets shall keep an 
P®"*®* accurate account of the expense of constructing or repairing 

such drain or sewer and shall forthwith report the same to 
Re ort of bet- ^^® board of aldermen after the same is finished or whenever 
tennents. * Ordered so to do, with a list of the estates benefited thereby, 
and the names of the owners thereof, a record whereof shall 
be duly made in the office of the city clerk. 
Assessment of Sect. 4. The board of aldermen in providing for assess- 
bettermenti. ^j^nts to be made for defraying the .expense of constructing 
or repairing such drains or sewers shall determine the propor- 
tionate part of such expense to be imposed upon those bene- 
fited thereby and shall thereupon apportion and assess upon 
every person benefited thereby such proportional part, a rec- 
ord whereof shall be forthwith made in the office of the city 
clerk and shall fix the time when the assessments so made 
Notice to per- s^all be paid, and the city clerk shall certify the same to the 
sons to be city treasurer who shall forthwith give notice to the several 
charged. parties to be charged thereby, or to their tenants or lessees. 

Payment of as- Sect. 5. The city treasurer shall forthwith demand pay- 
ment in writing of all sums so assessed from the persons 
assessed or from the persons occupying the estates so 
assessed, and if payment thereof is not made within three 
months after the demand so made therefor, the city treasurer 
Interest. shall coUcct the samc with all incidental costs and expenses 

as provided by statute, together with interest from the thir- 
tieth day after assessment, until paid, at the rate of six per 
centum per annum. 
Acceptance of Sbct. 6. Chapter ninety- seven of the acts of the legis- 
stat. 1891, chap, lature for the year 1891, is hereby accepted, and the board of 
aldermen maj'', if no apportionment is requested by any per- 
son, determine that instead of the assessments made against 
him as heretofore provided, there shall be paid by him for the 
use of the drain or sewer on account of which he is assessed 
Payment on such sum upon his entry into the same, as they may determine 
entry. reasonable on account of the full and permanent benefit to 

his estate. 
Granting of Sect. 7. No persou shall enter his particular drain, 

entw!*^*** directly or indirectly, into any main drain or common sewer' 
without a permit in writing from the board of aldermen ; and 
the application for such entry shall be in writing and in such 
form as the board of aldermen may prescribe. Said permit 
shall specify the mode of construction and shall provide that 
such particular drain shall be subject to such alterations at 
the applicant's or owner's expense as the board of aldermen 
may at any time determine. All openings into any main 
drain or common sewer for the purpose of connecting there- 
with and all work done in relation thereto shall be under the 
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supervision and charge of the superintendent of streets or of s^ipenrision of 
some person by him speciall}'' authorized therefor. No person J^^^t of 
shall enter any main drain or common sewer except as pro- streets. 
vided in this chapter, nor without paying the assessment laid unauthori«ed 
therefor or such sum as the board of aldermen shall deem t^!f.®^^'*^ 
reasonable for the privilege. 

Sect. 8. Annually, in the month of January, and at other Drain uyen to 
times whenever necessary, the committee on sewers shall be licensed, 
license such drain layers as apply, and are found competent, 
who alone shall be authorized to make all openings or exca- 
vations in any street, for the purpose of constructing or 
repairing private drains, and who shall construct all entrances 
into the common sewers under the supervision of the superin- 
tendent of streets. Such person shall hold oiBfice for one Term of office, 
year, unless sooner removed by said committee. No such 
private drain, if of vitrified pipe, shall be laid of a less size 
than six inches interior diameter ; and if of iron it shall be of segaiations. 
no less than five inches internal diameter, and of extra heavy 
pipe, and the work shall be done as directed by the superin- 
tendent of streets. 

Sect. 9. Every person licensed as provided in the pre- Drain layer's 
ceding section, shall before performing any work authorized bond, 
thereby, execute a bond to the city in the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars, with two good and sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by the committee on sewers, conditioned that he 
shall comply with the terms of the permit under which conditions 
entrance is made ; that he will cause the excavation to be t^^ereof. 
properly fenced during the whole time the Street is obstruc- 
ted; that he will, when necessary, maintain one or more 
lighted lanterns in a conspicuous place over such obstruction 
from twilight in the evening and through the whole night ; 
that he will properly make all the entrances to the sewers 
and will leave no obstruction of any description in the sewer 
which he may open ; that he will properly close the excava- 
tion, restore the earth and pavements taken up, and regrade 
and repave that part of the street which has been excavated, 
and keep it in a good and satisfactory condition for a period 
of one year thereafter, and that if he fails so to do, the street 
may be repaired by the street department and the expense 
thereof charged to him ; and that he will repay the city such 
expense, and that he will indemnify and hold harmless the city 
from any damage or cost to which it may be put by reason of 
injuries resulting to any one from neglect or carelessness in 
making or repairing such drain, or in properly fencing or 
lighting any excavation" or obstruction, or in performing 
any other work connected therewith. 

Sect. 10. Any person may at his own expense conduct Entry of rain 
the rain water from the roof of any building into any main ^**®'- 
'drain or common sewer, upon such terms and conditions as 
the board of aldermen may prescribe, and subject to the 
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supervision and direction of the superintendent of streets, 
and subject to such alterations as the board of aldermen may 
from time to time determine. 
Penalty. Sbot. 11. Any person violating the provisions of this 

chapter relating to the entry or use of main drains or 
common sewers shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty dollars. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



CONOBBNINQ SINKING FUNDS. 



Section. 

6. Duties of the treasurer of sinking 

funds. 

7. Sinidng funds not to be applied in 

payment of interest. 

8. Commissioners' report to city coun- 

cil of the amount required to be 
raised by taxation ; Investment of 
funds, and annual report thereof. 

9. Commissioners to apply funds set 

apart to the payment of debts due ; 
tne balance, how disposed of. 



Section. 

1. Election of the board of sinking 

fund commissioners. 

2. Maturing debts may be renewed; 

what funds to be kept distinct. 

3. Surplus of appropriations and other 

moneys to be set oyer to the muni- 
cipal sinking funds. 

4. Surplus of am ounts to be set over to 

the water loan sinking funds; cer- 
tain credits to be allowed. 

5. Annual contributions to sinking 

funds provided for by taxes to be 
annually assessed to pay the inter- 
est and to extinguish the debt at 
maturity; or instead thereof pro- 
vision for annual proportionate 
payments. Clerk's notice to as- 
sessors of amount required. 

Sbction 1. The sinking funds heretofore established shall Election of 
continue to be maintained. The board of commissioners of ""J^« ^^^ 
said sinking funds shall, as heretofore, consists of three suit- *^°™™ °'*®" 
able persons, one of whom shall be elected annually, in the 
month of January, for the term of three years, by the concur- Term of office, 
rent vote of both branches of the city council, and shall have 
and exercise all the duties and powers as provided in the 
twenty-ninth chapter of the public statutes; provided that 
the commissioners now in office shall continue in office for 
the terms for which they were respectively elected. 

Sect. 2. Upon the maturing of the existing funded and Renewal of 
other debts of the city, the same shall be renewed in securi- "^•^^'^^k^^^^^ 
ties of the city, payable as provided in said twenty-ninth 
chapter of the pubKc statutes, except so far as the same may 
have become a part of the sinking funds as hereinafter pro- 
vided, and except also so far as the same or any portion 
thereof may be paid at maturity ; but said debts and securi- 
ties relating to the general indebtedness of the city shall be 
always kept distinct from and independent of the debts and Je^*^^\ 
securities relating to indebtedness arising from the introduc- ^^ 
tion of pure water, as provided by the statutes of the 
commonwealth relating thereto. 



Duties and 
powers. 



MUNICIPAL SINKING FUNDS. 



Sbct. 8. At the close of each financial year, all excess of Moneys set 
municipal appropriations over the amounts required for the ci^^^^ibiki^* 
purpose thereof, all the moneys received by the city from the ^ds! ^ 
sale of real estate, or from payments on account of the prin- 
cipal sum of any bond or note now owned or which may 
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hereafter be owned by the city, except such as may relate to 
the water works, or from payments on account of any better- 
ment assessments, or from premiums which may arise from 
the sale of the municipal bonds of the city other than water 
bonds, shall be set apart and paid by the city treasurer to the 
treasurer of the board of commissioners aforesaid, to be added 
to the municipal sinking funds now or hereafter to be estab- 
lished under the provisions of chapter twenty-nine of the pub- 
lic statutes, for the purpose of reducing the amount to be 
raised by taxation for such funds, as provided by said twenty- 
ninth chapter of the public statutes, and a reduction shall be 
made according thereto. 

WATER LOAN SINKING FUNDS. 

Annual ap- Sbct. 4. For the water loan sinking funds as now estab- 

propriationfor lished there shall hereafter be appropriated annually by the 
Tinkingfund. ^^^J couucil Hot less than three per cent, of the total amount 
of all outstanding loans authorized and made for the intro- 
duction of pure water ; provided however, that the income in 
any financial year from the sale of water and from premiums 
for water bonds, in excess of the interest upon the water 
debt and the current expenses of the water works and the 
Certain credits premiums ,on Water bonds received during such year, shall at 
to be auowed. the closc of said year be credited by the city treasurer to the 
water loan sinking fund, and shall be paid over to the 
treasurer of said sinking fund, and the appropriation to be 
made by the city council for the succeeding year on account 
ot the water loan sinking tunds, shall be proportionately 
diminished. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Annual con- Sbct. 6. Whenever any debt is hereafter contracted by 
sinking fund *^® ^^^^ Under scctious seven, eight and nine of chapter 
twenty-nine of the public statutes, or under the provisions of 
this chapter, the city shall, besides paying the interest on said 
debt as it accrues, from the taxes assessed for that purpose, 
at the time of contracting the same establish a sinking 
fund, and contribute thereto from year to year an amount 
raised annually by taxation suflBicient with its accumulation 
to extinguish the debt at its maturity ; or instead thereof, 
Substitution of may by a majority vote provide for the payment of such 
menta! ^^^' i^^debtedness in such annual proportionate payments as will 
extinguish the same within the time prescribed in said chap- 
cierk notice of ter; and the city clerk shall annually in the month of 
required as- February notify the board of assessors of the passage of such 
sessments. yotes and the amount required to be assessed by them; but 
the failure of the city clerk to notify the assessors shall not 
exempt them from assessing the amounts as required by sec- 
tion 1, chapter 133, of the statutes of 1882. 
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Sect. 6. The treasurer of the board of sinking funds Treasurer's 
commissioners shall keep accurate and separate accounts of duties, 
each sinking fund, and shall place to, the credit of each 
sinking fund all appropriations made by the city for such 
several funds, and also all moneys received by the city and 
paid over to him as provided in the third and fourth sections 
of this chapter. All amounts held by the city treasurer on 
account of the several sinking funds aforesaid shall be paid Payment of 
by him to the treasurer of said commissioners upon their money toward 
written order, on the first day of November in each year, and Ju^ds!^ °^ 
every sinking fund shall remain sacred and inviolate and 
pledged to the payment and redemption of the debt for which 
it was established, and shall be used for no other purpose. 

Sect. 7. Said commissioners shall in no case pay or sinking funds 
apply any sinking funds, or the interest or accumulation not to apply to 
thereof, in payment of any interest upon any debt of the *'**®"**' 
city. 

Sect. 8. Said commissioners shall annually, in the month Report of 
of February, report to the city council the amount required amount 
to be raised by taxation at the next annual assessment for "quired for 
each of the sinking funds in the hands of said commissioners ******®'*- 
for redeeming municipal indebtedness. In ascertaining the 
amount to be so raised, they shall deduct from the total 
amount of annual contributions required therefor all addi- Determination 
tions to the several sinking funds during the year preceding, ®' *^® '*™®' 
from the several sources of income specified in sections two 
and three of this chapter. Said commissioners shall invest investments, 
any and all contributions to the several sinking funds from 
year to year, and all accumulations of said funds, in such 
securities as the statutes of this commonwealth designate, 
and shall report annually in writing to the city council, in Report. 
December, the exact amount and condition of the sinking 
funds in their charge, and the income thereof for the preced- 
ing financial year. 

Sect. 9. Whenever any debt to be paid from any sinking Payment from 
fund becomes due, said commissioners shall apply to the pay- the sinking 
ment thereof from the funds in their charge for such pay- ^^"ds- 
ment, the sum required after deducting the amount of scrip, 
notes or bonds, held by them, which the city of Taunton cancellation of 
issued and for which such sinking fund was established to redeemed 
redeem ; and all such scrip, notes or bonds then redeemed, or scrip, 
previously taken and held for redemption, shall be cancelled 
and delivered to the city treasurer ; and the balance of such j^aSn^M **' 
funds, if any, left after the payment of said debt, shall be 
transferred by the said commissioners to such other sinking 
fund, or otherwise disposed of as the city council may order. 



^ ^ - /GooqIc 



Digitized by VjOOQ I 



114 



REVISED ORDINANCES. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

CONCERNING THE PAYMENT OF AID TO SOLDIERS AND THBIB 
DEPENDENTS. 



Designation of 
pay day. 



City clerk, 
clerk of com- 
mittee. 



Duties. 



Certificate of 
allowance. 



Payment of 
allowance. 



Suspension of 
allowance. 



Section. Section. 

1. Designation of p»7-day. 4. Payment of aliowanoe by treasurer; 

2. City olerk to be olerk of committee on authority of treasurer to suspend 

soldiers' aid ; his duties. payment and report. 

3. Certificate of allowance to be sent to 5. Compensation of clerk. 

city treasurer. 

Section 1. The twenty-fourth day of each month is here- 
by fixed as pay-day for all aid duly authorized to be paid to 
soldiers or their dependents under all laws now in force in 
this commonwealth or which may hereafter be enacted, and 
the aid thus paid on the twenty-fourth day of each month, 
shall be for the calendar month in which it occurs ; provided 
however, that if the twenty-fourth day shall fall upon Sunday 
or a legal holiday, the succeeding day shall be pay-day. 

Sect. 2. The city clerk shall be the clerk of the com- 
mittee of the board of mayor and aldermen, to which shall be 
committed the matter of the allowance of claims for aid un- 
der chapters 301 and 279 of the acts of the legislature of 1889, 
and chapter 447 of the acts of 1890. He shall receive all 
claims for aid under either of said chapters, shall prepare all 
vouchers necessary to make the application complete to be 
laid before the board of State Aid Commissioners of the Com- 
monwealth. He shall cause all applicants to be duly notified 
of the stated meeting of said committee, and he shall do all 
things necessary to be done that the right and interest of the 
city may be protected ; he shall attend all meetings of the 
said committee and render assistance in the examination of 
applicants. 

Sect. 3. Whenever an allowance is made to any applicant 
for aid under said chapters, the clerk of the committee shall 
certify to the city treasurer the amount to be paid said bene- 
ficiary and for what period, together with all other facts nec- 
essary to be exhibited in the monthly pay rolls to be forwarded 
to the board of State Aid Commissioners of the Common- 
wealth, by said treasurer. 

Sect. 4. The city treasurer may pay all sums so certified, 
at the regular pay day, and shall continue said payments for 
the entire period so certified, provided however that if any 
reason exists by reason of receipt of pension, marriage of de- 
pendent widow or removal from the city, or other sufficient 
cause, the said treasurer may temporarily suspend the pay- 
ment of aid, and shall forthwith report the case for the con- 
sideration of said committee. 
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Sbgt. 5. The city clerk shall receive in full payment for compensation 
his services under this chapter and in addition to all other o'cierk, 
compensation to which he is now entitled by ordinance the 
sum of three hundred dollars per annum, to be charged to the 
appropriation for salaries and paid upon the usual pay rolls 
of city ofl&cers. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



CONCERNING STREETS. 



Section. 

1. No street to be laid out except under 

petition of ten legal voters ; notice 
of intention to be given to land 
owners. 

2. The hearing before the board of 

aldermen: a view if requested: 
adjudication ; bounds to be fixed 
and grade established; plan and 

Srome to accompany the same; 
amaees to be awarded; time 
fixed to remove fences, etc. 

3. Full report of the laying out to be 

filed In the city clerk's office seven 
days before presentation to the 
common council; concurrence of 
common council required. 

4. Permanent bounds to be established. 

5. City council to establish names of 

streets; street book to be kept by 
city clerkj containing names, 
date of laying out, descriptions, 
bounds and alterations of all 
streets. 

6. Streets laid out to be forty feet 

wide. 

7. Construction of private ways 

opened to public travel: plan 
thereof to be filed with the city 
clerk; aldermen may close the 
same. 

8. Numbering of all buildings pro- 

vided for; penalty for non-com- 
pliance therewith. 

9. Adoption of Public Statutes chap- 

. ter 50 sections 21, 22 and 23 relat- 
ing to sidewalks. 

10. Appncation for establishing side- 

walks; hearing to be haa, and 
notice thereof. 

11. Adjudication by the board of alder- 

men ; assessments therefor. 

12. Construction of sidewalks by the 

superintendent of streets ; an ac- 
count to be kept of the cost there- 
of and reported to the aldermen; 
assessments upon the abutters 
with limitations ; report and as- 
sessment to be filed with the city 
clerk and recorded : a copy of as- 
sessment to be delivered to the 
city treasurer. 

18. Treasurer to collect assessment. 

14. Election of superintendent of 
streets ; his compensation. 



Section. 

15. Duties and powers of superinten- 

dent of streets. 

16. Closing of public and private ways 

when unsafe for public travel. 

17. Superintendent of streets to be no- 

tified when a street is to be dug 
up by water department, and to 
restore street at charge of that 
department. 

18. To have charge of the street lights. 

19. To have charge of city stable and 

appurtenances ; appoint hostlers : 
notify concerning repairs needed 
at city stable ; make rules there- 
for, and dispose of unnecessary 
articles; smoking prohibited. 

20. Employees of city to notify superin- 

tendent of streets of defects in 
streets; superintendent to keep 
a record of same. 

21. Department accounts of contracts 

or expenditures; report thereof 
to the city council wbenever 
ordered, and annually, with the 
schedule of department property^ 
details and recommendations. 

22. Appointment of assistants, and 

defining their districts; powers 
and duties of assistants; their 
compensation. 

23. Estimate of cost and plan of all lay- 

outs and alterations to be made 
and reported to city council ; pro- 
hibited from changing grade or 
altering a street or sidewalk 
whereby damages may acerue, 
without express orders ; personal 
liabUity. 

24. Tobeaworn; to give bonds; whole 

time to be at the disposal of the 
city ; not to have any interest in 
any contract; to approve all bills 
in his department before payment. 

25. Chapter 179 Section 4, Acts 1891 ac- 

cepted. 

26. Superintendent of streets to make 

report upon an appropriation and 
estimate of streets to oe watered ; 
provision for assessment. 

27. Report of expense to the board ; bet- 

ternients Imposed upon the es- 
tates benefited and record made 
thereof. 



THE LAYING OUT OP STREETS.* 



Section 1. No street or way shall be laid out, altered or 
discontinued except upon the written application of at least 
ter, sect 6, 16. ^j^ legol voters therefor ; and in no case unless seven days 
previous thereto the board of aldermen shall cause written 
notice of their intention to lay out, alter or discontinue the 
same, to be given as herein provided. Said notices shall 
specify the time and place for meeting and hearing all parties 
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Laying out, 
revised char< 



Notice. 
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interested therein, and shall be left at the usual place of 
abode of the several owners of the land over which such 
street or way is proposed to be laid out, altered or discon- 
tinued, unless such notices are delivered to such owners in service of 
person, or to their tenants or authorized agents ; and if any >»otice. 
such owner have no such abode in the city and no tenant or 
authorized agent therein known to the board of aldermen, or 
if, being a resident of the city, he is not known as such to said 
board, such notice shall be posted up in some public place in 
the city seven days at least before the laying out, altering or 
discontinuing such street or way. 

Sect. 2. At the time and place appointed and notified as Hearing, 
aforesaid, the board of aldermen shall meet and hear all parties 
interested, and, if requested, shall view the premises. If the view, 
board of aldermen shall adjudge that the common convenience 
and necessity require such street or way to be laid out, altered Adjudication, 
or discontinued, they shall, as soon as may be, proceed to lay 
out, alter or discontinue the same ; and shall fix the bounda- 
ries and admeasurements of the street or way so laid out or 
altered ; and shall determine the grade thereof with a plan pun. 
and profile of the same, and the names of the various owners 
of land interested designated thereon ; and the damages, if Damages, 
any, sustained by any person in his property by the laying out, 
altering or discontinuing of such street or way ; the amount 
of compensation which such person shall receive, and the time 
allowed the owners of land through which said street or way 
passes to take off trees, fences and other property which may 
obstruct the building of such street or way. 

Sect. 8. The board of aldermen shall, after laying out. Report, 
altering or discontinuing any street or way, make full report 
of their doings in the premises, and shall cause the same, with 
all plans thereof, to be forthwith filed in tlie ojBfice of the city ^^wng report, 
clerk ; but no action of the board of aldermen relating to the 
laying out, altering or discontinuing of any street or way, 
shall be finally established unless the common council shall concnrrenoe 
concur therein at a regular meeting thereof, held at least ^^ common 
seven days after the filing of the report and adjudication of charter' sec. le 
the board of aldermen thereon in the office of the city clerk. 

Sect. 4. The board of aldermen shall cause permanent Bounds, 
landmarks, bounds or monuments to be established, of any 
street or way so laid out or altered, as provided by statute. 

Sect. 5. The several streets and squares in the city shall Names of 
retain the names heretofore established, and all streets, ways ^*^®®*^^* 
or squares hereafter to be laid out shall be named by the city 
council. The city clerk shall keep a book, to be furnished 
by the city, in which the names of all streets and ways now street book, 
established, laid out or hereafter to be laid out within the city, 
shall be entered, with a brief description thereof, the date 
of layout or acceptance if known, with the boundaries and 
widths thereof, and any alterations at any time made therein, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



118 EBVISBD OBDINANGBS. 

and with a statement of such landmarks or other established 
monuments appertaining thereto, so far as the same can be 
ascertained, 
width of lay. Sbct. 6. No public Street shall hereafter be laid out by the 
out. city council, and no existing street shall be accepted or laid 

out as a public way, unless the same be forty feet wide, if 
such width can be secured without a material and dispropor- 
tionate injury to adjoining estates. 
Construction Seot. 7. No pcrson shall hereafter open any street or way 
of private ways foj. public usc into any pubUc street or way, unless such street 
or way opened as aforesaid, is forty feet in width, and is con- 
structed and completed at his sole expense upon a plan de- 
posited in the ofBice of the city clerk, with such a grade as the 
Record. board of aldermen shall determine, nor unless the same is rea- 

sonably safe for public travel at all seasons of the year ; and 
the said board may, whenever the public safety demands, di- 
rect and cause the entrances of any street or way so opening 
Closing. into any public street or way to be closed up, if not con- 

structed and completed as herein provided. 



NUMBBBING OF BUILDINGS. 

Numbering of Sbot. 8. The board of aldermen may order all dwelling 

buudings. houses or other buildings fronting on any public street or way 

to be numbered in regular succession, and may in such order 

determine the form, size and material of the numbers to be 

afl&xed or inscribed thereon, and the mode, place, order and 

succession whereby such numbers may be so annexed. The 

owner or occupant of any building subject to such order, who 

shall fail or refuse to comply with the terms or conditions 

Penalty for thereof for a longer period than one day after being duly no- 

non-oom- tificd of the same, shall for each offence forfeit and pay a pen- 

piiance. j^j^y ^^^ exceeding twenty dollars. 



SIDEWALKS. 

Adoption of Sect. 9. The adoption of sections twenty, twenty-one, 
ohap^rfio,8©c-' twenty-two and twenty-three of chapter fifty of the Public 
tion82o,2i',22, statutcs, relating to the establishment, construction and grad- 
8nd23. ing of sidewalks is hereby ratified and affirmed. 

AppUcation Sbct. 10. All applications for the establishing, construct- 

or sidewalks. .^^ ^^ grading of sidewalks shall be in writing, and shall be 

addressed to the mayor and board of aldermen. The board 
Hearing. of aldermen shall appoint a time and place for hearing all 

parties interested, and shall give notice thereof in writing to 

all abutters on such proposed sidewalk, seven days at least 
Notice. before the time of hearing. The notice shall be served by 

leaving the same at the usual place of abode of each of said 
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abutters, or by delivering the same to such abutter in person 
or his tenant or authorized agent; if such abutter has no 
known place of abode and no tenant or authorized agent 
within the city known to the board, or if, being a resident g^^^j^^ ^^ 
therein, he is not known as such to the board, such notice notice, 
shall be posted up in some public place in the city, seven 
days at least before the time of hearing. 

Sect. 11. At the time and place so appointed, and after Adjudication, 
notice as aforesaid, the board of aldermen shall meet and hear 
all parties interested therein, and, if requested, shall view the 
premises; and if said board shall adjudge that the public con- 
venience requires that a sidewalk should be established, con- 
structed or graded as prayed for, they may establish and grade 
the same in such manner as they may deem proper, and may 
make assessments for the expense thereof as hereinafter pro- Assessments, 
vided. 

Sect. 12. Every sidewalk so established shall be con- construction, 
structed, graded and completed by the superintendent of 
streets or under his direction, of such materials, dimensions, 
and in such manner as said board of aldermen prescribe. He ^^ ^^^ 
shall keep an exact account of the expense incurred therefor, cmmtTreport. 
and shall report the same to the board within thirty days after 
its completion, with the names of all abutters assessable there- 
for, and the estates benefited thereby, with a brief descrip- 
tion thereof; and thereupon the board of aldermen may assess ^ggggn^^nt 
the several abutters thereon not exceeding one half of the ex- 
pense thereof proportionally, but no abutter shall be assessed 
a sum exceeding one per cent, of the valuation of his abutting umitation. 
estate, as fixed by the last preceding annual assessment for 
taxes, and deduction shall be made of any sum previously as- 
sessed thereon and paid on account of the construction of Filing of re- 
such sidewalk. Said report and assessment shall be filed in port and as- 
the office of the city clerk ; and the city clerk shall record in ^®88"*®'**- 
a book furnished by the city and kept for that purpose, the Record, 
names of the streets in which a sidewalk is so established, and 
shall enter therein the length and width of such sidewalk, the 
date when established, and the names of the several owners 
of the estates abutting thereon, and the several sums so as- 
sessed thereon ; and he shall forthwith deliver to the city 
treasurer a certified copy of said assessment. 

Sect. 18. The city treasurer upon receiving the assess- collection of 
ment certified to him as aforesaid, shall forthwith proceed to assessments, 
make collections of the various sums so assessed, and shall en- 
force the payment thereof as provided by statute. 



superintendent of streets. 

Sect. 14. As soon as may be after the organization of the Election, 
city government, annually and whenever a vacancy occurs, j^^^igg^i ^^^^^ 
there shall be elected by the city council in joint convention ter, section 9. 
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by ballot, a superintendent of streets, who shall receive such 
Compensation, compensation as the city council determines. 
Duties and Sect. 16. He shall perform the duties, exercise the pow- 

powers. ers, and be subject to the obligations of a surveyor of high- 

ways as provided by statute, and shall, under the direction 
and control of the mayor and board of aldermen, have the 
general superintendence of all streets, ways, lanes, sidewalks, 
bridges and public squares within the city; shall cause the 
same to be kept in repair and safe for public travel at all sea- 
sons of the year ; shall make all necessary contracts for the 
supply of labor and materials therefor ; shall have charge of 
the building and repairing of main drains and common sew- 
ers belonging to the city ; shall keep the public streets and 
other avenues of the city clean and in good condition for pub- 
lic use, and shall forthwith notify the mayor, chief of police, 
or board of health, of any encroachments, obstructions or nui- 
sances existing therein, and shall do all other things in relation 
thereto as the mayor, board of aldermen or city council may 
order. 
Closing streets Sect. 16. Whenever any public street, wgy or bridge be- 
when unsafe, comes unsafe or inconvenient for public travel, he shall forth- 
with, by proper barriers, shut off the portion thereof so unfit 
Lighting same, for public usc and causc the same to be lighted at night, until 
the same is made safe and convenient for travel, and shall 
whenever the public safety demands or the board of alder- 
dosing private i^^ii direct, causc the entrance of any private street or way 
ways. opening into any public street or way to be forthwith closed 

up. 
Interruption of Sect. 17. Whenever the water commissioners or any per- 
streets by son Under their control shall enter upon and dig up any pub- 
7e^&ied^^ lic Street or way in the city, in laying, altering or repairing 
' ^^ * * the conduits, pipes and drains therein, they shall before such 
entry, notify in writing the superintendent of streets of their 
intention so to do ; and said commissioners shall restore the 
streets and ways so entered to the acceptance of the superin- 
tendent of streets, and in case of any default in so doing, the 
superintendent of streets is authorized and required to make 
all repairs thereon necessary to secure a full restoration of said 
streets and ways, and all expense thereby incurred shall be 
charged to the account of the water works and paid from ap- 
propriations made therefor, 
superinten- Sect. 18. He shall, uulcss Otherwise provided, be the su- 

dence of street perintcndent of lights, and shall, under the direction and con- 
iights. ^^^Y of the board of aldermen, have the care and oversight of 

all city lamps and fixtures, and shall see that they are prop- 
erly lighted and kept in repair, except when provision is other- 
wise made therefor. 
Charge of city Sect. 19. 11^ shall havc the general care and manage- 
stabies. ment of the city stable, and all disbursements for supplies 

thereat shall be made by him or upon his order. He shall em- 
ploy the hostler, who shall have the immediate, entire care of 
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the horses and harnesses. He shall select and employ none Employment 
but competent and reliable persons for hostler and drivers and *°*^ distharge 
shall forthwith discharge any of such who may be addicted to ^^^' 
the use of intoxicating liquors, or shall at any time be found 
intoxicated. He shall see that the hostler and one at least of 
the drivers sleep in the engine house on Leonard street ; and Fire engineers' 
in case of fire, such hostler and all such drivers shall be sub- control, 
ject to the control and direction of the chief engineer of the 
fire department, or the officer in command at the fire. He ^^^ ^^ ^j. 
shall work the city horses alternately, and shall not permit horses, 
the horses used with the fire engines to be taken so far from 
the stable as to cause serious delay in case of an alarm. He 
shall notify the committee on public property whenever re- Repairs, 
pairs or improvements are needed at the stable. He may, 
subject to the approval of the standing committees on streets 
and fire department, make such rules and regulations concern- supeHnten- 
ing the property in his charge and the men by him employed, ^^e^^^'s rules, 
as he deems expedient. He may with the approval in writing 
of the mayor, sell or otherwise dispose of any old, worn out Disposal of 
*or unnecessary article not required in his department, not ex- useless prop- 
ceeding in value the sum of two hundred dollars. Smoking ^•^^y- 
at the city stable shall be prohibited. 

Sect. 20. Every person in the employ of the city shall Notice by 
forthwith send to the superintendent of streets notice of any enn>ioyeesof 
defect in any street which may come to his notice ; and all 
neglects to remove from sidewalks ice and snow; and said 
superintendent shall make a record of such notices with the Record thereof 
name of the person making the report, and the time when the 
report was made, in a book kept for that purpose, and he shall 
without delay cause the locality of the alleged defects to be 
forthwith examined and all necessary steps taken to protect 
from injury by such defects in said streets or ways, and to 
repair the same. 

Sect. 21. He shall keep an exact account of the names of i>epartment 
all persons furnishing labor or material for his department, **^®**^'^*®- 
and of the rates for which the same are contracted, and shall 
lay before the board of aldermen or the city council whenever 
ordered, a detailed statement thereof specifying therein, as 
nearly as may be, the amount expended upon each street in 
the several wards. He shall annually, on or before the fourth Annual report. 
Monday in December, render to the city council a detailed re- 
port of the operations of his department during the preceding 
year, specifying as nearly as may be the amount expended in 
the several wards and upon the several streets and ways of 
the city. The report shall contain a schedule showing in de- schedule of 
tail the property of the city belonging to his department at department 
the commencement of his official year, all such property pur- p^****®^^' 
chased or added during the year, and what disposition, if any, 
has been made of the same or any part thereof. It shall also i^etaiis. 
contain such other information and suggestions as are nec- 
essary to a full understanding of the condition and operations 
of his department. ^^ , 
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Appointanent 
of assistants. 



Removal. 



Assistants' 
duties. 



Compensation. 



Estimates and 
plans for lay- 
outs and 
alterations. 



Estimates of 
damages. 

Report. 

Restrictions in 
service. 



Personal lia- 
bility. 



General duties 



Bond. 



Certifying of 
clainus. 



Sect. 22. He may, subject to the approval of the com- 
mittee on streets, appoint a sufficient number of assistants in 
wards five, six, seven and eight, and define the districts to 
which their respective duties shall appertain. He may, sub- 
ject to the same approval, remove said assistants and appoint 
others in their places ; and may change the limits of the sev- 
eral districts as may be found convenient. Said assistants 
shall each reside within their respective districts and they 
shall, under his direction and control, render the superintend 
dent such assistance as he may require in the discharge of his 
duties. They shall notify him without delay of any defects 
or want of repair in the public streets or ways of the city 
within their respective districts; and in case of emergency 
shall forthwith make or cause to be made all necessary repairs^ 
and do all other things which he could do if personally 
present. Said assistants shall be each responsible to the 
superintendent for the faithful discharge of their respective 
duties, and shall receive from the city a reasonable compensa- 
tion for the time actually so employed. 

Sect. 23. Whenever it is proposed to lay out any street 
or way, or to lay any main drain or common sewer or when- 
ever any change in grade or alteration is required in any pub- 
lic street or way, and in any case when so directed by the city 
council, the superintendent of streets shall make or cause to 
be made a full and particular estimate of the cost of the pro- 
posed work and the necessary plans therefor. He shall also 
ascertain, as nearly as may be, the damages which will 
accrue by reason of such work to abutters or others, and re- 
port, as soon as may be, all facts, estimates and plans relating 
thereto to the city council. He shall not change the grade 
or make any alteration in any public street, way or sidewalk^ 
whereby any claim for damages may accrue against the city, 
without the express order of the city council ; and he shall be 
personally responsible for any act whereby damages may so 
accrue, unless the same shall have been ordered by the city 
council or authorized by the express vote thereof. 

Sect. 24. The whole time of the superintendent shall be 
at the disposal of the city. He shall be duly sworn, and shall 
give a bond with sufficient sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
mayor and board of aldermen, for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of his office. He shall not in any manner, directly or 
indirectly have any pecuniary interest in any purchase, con- 
tract or agreement appertaining to his department or office ; 
and all claims and demands against the city arising in his de- 
partment for labor, services or materials furnished, shall be 
approved and certified by him, and shall be audited, allowed 
and paid in the same manner as other claims and demands 
against the city. 
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BEL A TING TO WATBBING STBBBTS. 

Sect. 25. The provisions of section four of chapter one statute i89i, 
hundred and seventy-nine of acts of the legislature of eighteen ©i^apter 179, 
hundred and ninety-one are hereby adopted. adopted.' 

Sect. 26. If an appropriation shall be made for water- Keportupon 
ing the streets by the city council, the superintendent of appvopriatioii. 
streets shall forthwith thereafter make a report to the board of 
aldermen, of the streets which he deems the public conven- Details, 
ience requires to be watered, with an estimate of *he expen- 
diture required therefor and the extent of the season ap- 
propriate for that purpose, and thereupon the board of alder- 
men shall designate the streets to be watered subject to an 
assessment therefor, and the extent of the season for watering ABsessment. 
the public streets under this ordinance. 

Sect. 27. The superintendent of streets shall keep an ac- Expense ac- 
curate account of the expense of watering the streets desig- ®*^^°** 
nated by the board of aldermen as provided in section twenty- 
six of this ordinance, and shall forthwith report the same to Report, 
the board of aldermen, upon the expiration of the season so 
designated, with a list of the persons and estates benefited 
thereby, a record whereof with such amendments as may be Betterments. 
made by the board of aldermen, shall be made in the ofiBice of 
the city clerk, and thereupon the board of aldermen shall de- 
termine the proportionate part of such expense to be imposed Adjudication, 
upon the estates benefited thereby, and shall apportion and 
assess upon every person whose estate has been so benefited 
his proportionate part thereof, a record whereof shall be forth- Record, 
with made in the office of the city clerk and certified to the 
board of assessors, to be collected as by statute provided. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



CONCERNING STREETS, OFFENCES IN. 



Section. 

1. Digging up the groand in the streets 

and depodlting an? obstructions 
therein, or moTine buildings with 
out license m writing ib prohibited. 

2. Terms and conditions imposed when 

license is granted; failure to con- 
form to conditions vacates license. 

3. Erections and projections within the 

streets prohibited; hoisting orer 
the sidewalk or street prohibited. 

4. fiasement ways from the street regu- 

lated; water from spouts or gutters 
not to be cast upon persons passing 
on the sidewalks; impure water 
flowing from any building or lot 
over the streets or sidewalkK pro- 
hibited. 
6. Awniogs or signs projecting over 
streets regulated; gates ana doors 
swinging over sidewalks regu- 
lated. 

6. Excavations adjoinine: publle streets, 

not guarded, prohibited. 

7. Curbstones, posts, fenoee or build- 

ings on the line of a street, subject 
to the regulati(»ns of the mavor 
and aMermen, under supervision 
of superintendent of streets. 

8. Depositing coal or wood upon the 

streets prohibited. 

9. Depositing of ashes or rubbish in 

the streets prohibited. 

10 Depositing and carrying house offal 
and refuse in the streets prohibi- 
ted. 

11. Obstruction of street crossings pro- 
hibited. 



Section. 

12. Obstruction of sidewalks bv car- 

riages, animals or material pro- 
hibited. 

13. Obstruction of sidewalks by loiterers 

prohibited. 

14. Removal of snow and ice on certain 

streets regulated. 
16. Removal of snow and ice from roofs 
adjoining the streets regalatea. 

16. Immoderate driving regulated. 

17. Sales from stands, tents, etc. In the 

streets regulated. 

18. Sales of wood and hay in the streets 

regulated; stands therefor to be 
designated. 

19. Swine in the pTiblic s treets prohibi- 

ted. 

20. Qraziog of cattle in the streets pro- 

hibited and regulated. 

21. Gaming in the streets prohibited. 

22. Bathing in public places and public 

waters prohlbitea. 

23. Indecent or disorderly conduct and 

games in the streets prohibited. 

24. Protection of shade trees and lamp 

po^ts in the streets provided for. 

25. lujury to trees, fences, etc. in or 

upon streets and public places pro- 
hibited. Street lighting regulated. 

26. Placards, show bills, etc. reenlated; 

indecent exhibits in public places 
prohibited. 

27. The right of way to fire department 

granted and regulated, interrup- 
tions prohibited. 

28. Penalties. 



Obstructions. 



lugs. 



License. 



Section 1. No person shall break or dig up the ground 
in any public street, way, sidewalk or other public place or 
lands of the city; nor erect thereon any building or any 
staging for building, fence or other encumbrance ; nor deposit 
thereon any stone, brick, timber or other material ; nor move 
any building into or along any public street, way, sidewalk 
Moving build- Qp other public placc, the superintendent of streets or other 
person under him in the exercise of their official duties excep- 
ted, without the license in writing of the mayor and alder- 
men first obtained upon application therefor in writing and 
subject to such restrictions and conditions as they may 
therein prescribe. 

Sect. 2. Every person so licensed under section one of 
this chapter shall in writing agree to indemnify the city for 
all loss or damage accruing to the city from doing any act or 
thing under such license, or in consequence thereof, and 
sureties may be required as the mayor and aldermen may 
direct; and every person who when so licensed, shall 
obstruct or render unsafe or out of repair any public street, 
way, sidewalk or public place, shall securely guard the same 
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Terms 
cense. 



of 11- 



Conditions. 
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by a proper fence or railing and by lights during the night 
time, and shall within such time as the mayor and aldermen 
may designate, amend and repair such public street, way, 
sidewalk or public place, and remove all obstructions there- 
from to the acceptance of the superintendent of streets, and ^ ^^^ 
in case of failure so to do, he shall pay such sum as the breach!** 
superintendent may expend in restoring to a safe and satis- 
factory condition, said public street, way, sidewalk or public 
place ; and such license shall be subject to such further con- 
ditions and restrictions as the mayor and aldermen may pre- 
scribe. Said license may be revoked at any time at the Revocation, 
pleasure of the mayor and aldermen, and the failure to com- 
ply with the conditions and terms of such license shall work 
an immediate revocation of the same. The provisions of 
section one and two shall extend to all persons and corpo- 
rations, holding any right or franchise within the public 
streets and ways of the city. 

Sect. 3. No person shall make, erect or maintain any Erections and 
door, step, porch, platform, cellar way or basement entrance. Projections, 
extending into or being within any public street, way, side- 
walk or public place without license in writing of the mayor 
and aldermen first obtained ; nor hoist material of any kind 
over such street, way, sidewalk or place into any building 
adjoining thereto, nor shall any portion of the apparatus for 
hoisting be operated within said streets, ways, sidewalks, or Hoisting, 
places without such license. 

Sect. 4. No person shall cause or suffer any cellar-way, 
or other basement- way under his control, leading from any Basement 
public street, way or sidewalk and immediate thereto, to ^*y^- 
remain open or insecurely closed, except when in present use 
and properly guarded. Nor shall any person cause or suffer 
any spout or gutter under his control to cast water upon Gutters, 
passengers using such street, way or sidewalk, nor cause or 
suffer any sink water or other impurities to flow from a house. Refuse water. 
barn or lot owned or occupied by him, into or over any such 
street, way or sidewalk. 

Sect. 5. No person shall place or maintain any awning or Awnings and 
shade, sign or signboard, before his place of business or dwell- ***^' 
ing-house over part of any public street, way or sidewalk, 
unless the same is safely and securely supported, nor unless 
the lowest part thereof is at least eight feet above the street, 
way or sidewalk, and in no case without the consent in writ- 
ing of the mayor and aldermen, and in all cases conformable 
to their direction and terms of construction and subject to 
removal upon their order ; and no person shall cause or allow Removal, 
any gate or door belonging to him or under his control to oates. 
swing into or over any sidewalk. 

Sect. 6. No person shall cause or suffer any well, cistern, 
vault, cellar, drain or other excavation belonging to him or Excavations, 
under his control to remain open or uncovered within or 
adjoining any street, way or sidewalk, or so near thereto as 
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Guards. 

Posts. 

Curbstones. 



Demarkation 
of streets. 



Coal and wood. 

Wood cutting. 

Ashesland rub- 
bish. 



House-offal. 



Street cross- 
ings. 



Obstruction of 
sidewalks. 



Obstruction by 
loiterers. 



Removal from 
sidewalks of 
ice or snow. 



to endanger the safety of travelers thereon, unless the same 
is enclosed by a safe and sufficient fence, curb or guard. 

Sect. 7. No person shall erect or cause to be erected, nor 
remove or cause to be removed, any post in the public streets 
or ways nor change the grade or width of any street, way or 
sidewalk, or the position of any curbstone thereon, without 
the permission of the mayor and aldermen, the same to be 
done under the supervision of the superintendent of streets, 
and the mayor and aldermen may order the removal of such 
posts and curbstones; and no person shall erect, place or 
change the location of any fence or building adjoining any 
street, way or sidewalk, without the true bounds of such 
street or way having been first ascertained upon application 
therefor to the mayor and aldermen, the same to be done 
under the supervision of the superintendent of streets. 

Sect. 8. No person shall place, or permit to remain, his 
coal or wood or other merchandise in or upon any public 
street, way or sidewalk for more than twenty minutes, and 
no person shall cut or saw wood in any public street or on 
any sidewalk thereof. 

Sect. 9. No person shall place or deposit or cause to be 
placed or deposited upon any street, way, sidewalk or other 
public place of the city, ashes, house dirt, shavings or rubbish, 
except under the direction of the superintendent of streets. 

Sect. 10. No person, other than employees of the city 
engaged in public work, shall deposit in or carry through any 
public street, way, sidewalk or other public place of the city, 
house-offal, filth or other noxious refuse matter, except in 
accordance with a permit from the board of health. 

Sect. 11. No person shall stop with a horse, team or car- 
riage, nor place any other obstruction upon or across any 
flagstones, stepping stones, or other footways in any public 
street, way or place of the city. 

Sect. 12. No person shall drive, draw or transport any 
cart, carriage, bicycle, tricycle, wheelbarrow, sled or other 
vehicle, excepting children's hand carriages or sleds, on any 
sidewalk ; nor cause or permit any horse, ox or other cattle 
under his care, to pass or travel thereon, except to cross the 
same to enter an adjoining enclosure, nor occupy or obstruct 
any street, way or sidewalk with boxes, barrels, merchandise 
or other things. 

Sect. 13. No person shall wilfully or negligently obstruct 
the free passage of foot travelers upon any sidewalk or foot- 
path within a public street, nor shall any person wilfully 
loiter upon any sidewalk or footway within a public street, 
after being directed by a police officer to move on, by reason 
of any disturbance or obstruction therein. 

Sect. 14. The tenant, occupant, and in case there is no 
tenant or occupant, the owner or other person having the care 
of any building or lot of land bordering on any sidewalk in 
such streets as may be designated by the mayor and alder- 
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men shall cause the snow and ice to be removed from such 
sidewalk. If the snow cease falling in the day time it shall 
be removed within four hours thereafter, if the snow ceases Time, 
falling in the night time it shall be removed before eleven 
o'clock on the succeeding day ; and all ice formed upon any 
sidewalk in such streets as may be so designated, or other- 
wise deposited thereon shall be removed by the abutting ten- 
ant or occupant, and in case there is no such tenant or occu- 
pant, by the owner of such abutting premises, within twenty- 
four hours after the same shall be so formed or deposited, 
unless within said time the sidewalk is otherwise rendered 
safe for travel. 

Sect. 15. The tenant, occupant, and in case there is no Removal of ice 
tenant or occupant, the owner or other person having the »»d snow from 

r u -ij- J- • • i. X xu^ -buildings. 

care ot any building adjoining any street or way, the roof 
whereof slopes toward said street or way, shall cause all snow 
and ice to be removed therefrom, within twenty-four hours Time, 
after the same shall cease forming or falling. 

Sect. 16. No person having the care of a horse or other immoderate 
beast of burden, shall drive or ride or permit such horse or driving, 
beast of burden to go at a greater rate of speed than seven Limitations, 
miles an hour in any public street, within the limits of wards 
two, three and four, and in any public street wherein is 
located a street railway; nor in any other public street 
within the city at a greater rate than twelve miles per hour. 

Sect. 17. No person shall place, erect or maintain in any sales from 
public street, way or place or upon any lands of the city any stands, 
stand, booth, tent, stall, table, or other structure, for the sale 
or exhibition of any articles, without license first obtained Terms of 
from the mayor and aldermen who may grant the same upon ^^^ense. 
such terms and conditions as they think proper. 

Sect. 18. No person shall expose for sale wood or hay in saies of wood 
any street, way or public place, nor allow teams, carts or ^^^ ^*y* 
other vehicles containing wood or hay to stand or remain 
therein, except in such places as may be designated therefor Places there- 
by the mayor and aldermen ; and the mayor and aldermen '^^' 
may designate certain places in the public streets, ways or 
places, as stands for exposing wood or hay for sale, under 
such rules and regulations as they may think proper. Rules therefor. 

Sect. 19. No person shall expose for sale swine, in any swine. 
street, way or public place of the city, except as the mayor 
and aldermen may designate ; nor cause or permit the same 
to feed or graze while under his charge, care or control, in 
any street, way or place, or common of the city. 

Sect. 20. No person shall cause or permit any horse, oraaingof 
goat, cow or other neat cattle belonging to him or under his ®*^*^®* 
control to graze, pasture or go at large, in any street, wslj or 
public place or common of the city ; but nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent the grazing of such animals under the Limitation, 
care of a keeper in such portions of the public streets or ways 
as front on the lands of the owner or keeper thereof. 
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Gaming. 



Bathing in 
public. 



In public 
waters. 



Disorderly 
conduct. 



Games. 



Shade trees 
and lamp posts 



Defacement of 
fences, posts, 
etc. 



Extinguish- 
ment of lights. 

Placards. 



Posters. 



Right of way 
for fire depart- 
ment. 



Interruptions 
prohibited. 



Penalties. 



Sect. 21. No person shall expose for sale, or use or set up 
for use, any table, stand, device or implements for gambling 
or other unlawful gaming, nor gamble or engage in any- 
unlawful game, in any street, way or other public place of 
the city. 

Sect. 22. No person shall bathe or swim without clothes 
on his person, at or in view of any public place or landing, 
nor'in any place exposed to view from any public street, way 
or railway, nor within the waters of the Taunton Great River 
from Neck of-Land Bridge to Shallow Water, between sun- 
rise and one hour after sunset. 

Sect. 23. No person shall use profane or obscene lan- 
guage ; nor wilfully frighten any horse or other draught ani- 
mal ; nor shoot with or use bow and arrows, guns or slings ; 
nor throw stones, snow balls or other missiles ; nor engage in 
any game of ball, in any street, way or public place in the 
city. 

Sect. 24. No person shall fasten any horse, cattle or team 
toiany ornamental or shade tree or lamp-post in any street, 
way or public place or any public grounds of the city or to 
any fence or other structure erected for the protection 
thereof. 

Sect. 25. No person shall deface, injure or destroy any 
tree, fence, guide-post, guide-board, gas-post, lamp-post, lamp 
or lantern thereon, or telegraph, telephone or electric light 
post in any street, wa}'' or public place in the city, nor light 
or extinguish any street light, without being duly authorized 
by the officers in charge thereof. 

Sect. 26. No person shall make, write, print or post any 
indecent or obscene marks, figures, words or signs upon any 
fence, building, post, tree or other object exposed to public 
view; and no person shall without the license of the mayor 
and aldermen first obtained, post up any placards, show-cards, 
hand-bills or posters upon any tree, fence, pole used for elec- 
tric purposes, hitching-post or building within any street, way 
or public place of the city, or upon any building, structure or 
lands belonging to the city. 

Sect. 27. In case of fire, the fire department and its offi- 
cers and members with their horses, machines and equip- 
ments, shall have the right of way in the public streets and 
ways of the city, as against all persons, vehicles or animals, 
and no person shall hinder or obstruct them in their free 
passage therein, nor drive over any hose belonging to the fire 
department with any carriage or other vehicle, nor remove, 
injure or in any manner disturb the members thereof, their 
horses, machines, hose or equipments, when stationed, located 
or laid in any such public street or way, except under the 
direction of the officer in command thereat. 

Sect. 28. Any person offending against any provision of 
this chapter, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars for each offence. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

CONCERNING THE SUPERINTENDENT OP SCHOOLS. 

Section 1. The school committee shall annually in the Election, 
month of June or whenever a vacancy occurs, appoint a 
superintendent of public schools who, under the direction 
and control of said committee shall have the care and super- 
vision of said schools, with such salary as the said school com- compenMtion 
mittee may determine. He shall hold his ofiBce until his suc- 
cessor is appointed unless sooner removed. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



CONCERNING ABSENTEES FBOM SCHOOLS. 



Designation of SECTION 1. The Norfolk^ Bristol and Plymouth Union 
fw^ant "Ito. Truant School in Walpole is hereby established and provided 
as a place for the confinement, discipline and instruction of 
any minor convicted of being an habitual truant or of any 
chUd between seven and fifteen years of age convicted of 
wandering about in the streets or public places of the city hav- 
ing no lawful employment or business, not attending school 
commitment, and groW up in ignorance. 

Sect. 2, Any minor convicted under the provisions of the 
preceding section, shall be committed to the Norfolk, Bristol 
and Plymouth Union Truant School in Walpole, for confine- 
ment, discipline and instruction for a term not exceeding two 
years, as the court having jurisdiction may determine. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



CONCERiraffG THE CITY SOLIOITOE. 



Hection. 

1. Bleotion of eity Bolloltor} qualiflea- 

iioni; tenure of office. 

2. Duties of city lolicitor. 



Section. 

3. Annual report of busineif, com- 

pleted and nnflniflhed. 

4. Compensation. 



Section 1. Annually in the month of January, or as soon Elections, 
thereafter as may be, and whenever a vacancy occurs, there ^^' ®''*'**' 
shall be chosen by ballot by the city council in joint conven- ' . 
tion, a city solicitor who shall be a resident of Taunton, and °** ^^' 

an attorney and counsellor in the courts of the common- 
wealth; he shall hold his office until his successor is elected, Tenure, 
unless sooner removed; and shall be removable at the 
pleasure of the city council. 

Sect. 2. It shall be his duty to prepare and draught all Duties, 
legal instruments of whatever nature, in which the city may 
be interested and which shall be at the city's expense ; to 
commence all suits and actions required by any orcfinance or 
by any order of the city council or either branch thereof, in 
which the city may be a party in interest, and appear for the 
city in the prosecution or defense of all causes in which it 
may be interested; to appear before the legislature of the 
commonwealth or either branch thereof or any committee of 
the same, whenever the interests of the city so require ; to 
give his legal opinion and professional advice on any subject 
relating to the aflEairs of the city or the duties of any of its 
officers, whenever required by the mayor, board of aldermen, 
common council, or any joint or special committee of either 
branch thereof, or by any officer of the city government ; and 
generally to perform those duties appertaining to said office 
as the legal adviser and attorney of the city. 

Sect. 3. He shall annually, before the close of the munici- Annual Report 
pal year, make a report in writing to the city council of all 
suits or legal proceedings in which the city is interested, 
begun, pencSng or determined during the year next preced- 
ing the time of making said report, and of all unfinished 
business in his department, with such other information in re- 
lation thereto as the city council may direct or the interests 
of the city may require. 

Sect. 4. He shall receive such annual compensation as the compensation, 
city council shall determine, and in addition thereto his 
reasonable traveling expenses, whenever his services are re- 
quired out of the city. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



CONCERNING TELEGEAPH, TELEPHONE OB OTHER ELECTRIC 

WIRES. 



Locating of 
eleotrlo .lints. 



Plan of looa- 
tlon. 



Certificate of 
location. 



Filing. 



Itegulation of 
wires. 



Removal of 
dead wires. 



Regulation of 
polos. 

Kemovai of 
poles and fix- 
tures. 



Section. 

8. Bniplovees to haye certificate of au- 
thority, and to exhibit the sanoe 
upon entry of premises. 

4. Bupenrision of same to be exercised 
by the superintendent of fire alarm 
telegraph, who shall see that the 
ordinance is enforced. 

6. Penalty. 



Seetion. 

1. Locating electric lines in the streets : 

plan with specification of posts and 
certificate thereof. 

2. Filing of plan and specifications In 

the ofllce of city clerk. Location 
of wires and regulations concemincr 
posts; dead wires to be removecn 
regulations ss to the use of wires 
and removal of poles. 

Section 1. Whenever the mayor and aldermen are 
applied to for a location of telegraph, telephone or other elec- 
tric lines, they shall first determine the streets through which 
said lines shall run, and shall then require the company or 
person so applying to furnish a plan of the streets so designated 
therefor upon a scale of one hundred and fifty feet to the 
inch ; and the mayor and aldermen shall then determine and 
specify on said plan where each pole shall be located and shall 
thereupon issue to the party applying therefor a certificate 
specifically enumerating the streets where lines may run and 
the location of each post thereon as exhibited by said plan^ 
the kind of posts and the height at which all wires must be 
placed. Saia plan and a copy of the certificate so made 
shall be filed in the office of the city clerk ; and the construc- 
tion of the line shall conform thereto in every particular and 
any post placed otherwise than therein designated shall be 
forthwith removed. 

Sect. 2. Every such line of wire along or across streets, 
ways or other public places shall be placed under ground or 
at a height not less than twenty feet from the ground, the 
posts supporting the same shall be kept painted and of uni- 
form color and every such line of wire shall be so con- 
structed, placed and maintained as not to interfere with any 
other line nor with the operations of the fire department or 
the fire alarm telegraph, and all dead or unused lines of wire 
shall be forthwith removed. Whenever a certificate is issued 
by the mayor and aldermen to any person to locate electric 
lines within the public streets of the city, he shall not suffer 
or permit any other person to place or keep wires on the 
poles erected by him, under such certificate, or upon any of 
the fixtures belonging to him connected therewith, without a 
written permit first obtained from the mayor and aldermen ; 
he shall not remove any pole erected under his certificate 
until, and shall remove any pole when, directed by the mayor 
and aldermen so to do ; whenever he shall violate the terms 
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of his certificate or the ordinances relating thereto, the 
superintendent may after due notice remove the poles or any 
fixtures connected therewith at the expense of the owner, as 
he may deem the public interest require. 

Sect. 8. Every employee, official or agent in the employ smpioyee'i 
of any telegraph, telephone or electric company shall be fur- oertiflcate. 
nished by the company with a certificate of his authority to 
act therefor, which shall be shown whenever access is de- 
sired to any premises, and no such employee, officer or agent 
who refuses or fails to exhibit such certificate, shall enter „ . ,^,^ ^. 

•xi-» Ai-» •!. i_ • n l^ Bxhlblt there- 

upon any premises within this city upon any business of the ©f. 

company appertaining to the laying or repairing of lines over, 

through or along said premises. 

Sect. 4. The superintendent of the fire alarm telegraph supepyision. 
shall have the supervision of all telegraph, telephone or other 
electric lines of wire within the city and shall see that all 
laws and ordinances relating thereto are enforced. 

Sect. 5. Whoever violates any of the provisions of this penalty, 
chapter, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars for each offence. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



CONCEKNING WABDS. 



Section. 

1. DiTislon of the olty Into eight wards 
re-affirmed; bonndaries. 



Bonndarlei of 
Ward One. 



SeotiOD. 

2. Each ward entitled to one alderman 
and three councilmen; how elected ; 
vacancyi how filled. 

Section 1. The division of the city into eight wards is 
hereby re-aflBrmed ; and, until alteration shall be made by the 
city council, shall remain as heretofore established with 
boundaries as follows : 

WABD ONE. 

Beginning in the centre of the railroad at the centre of 
Danforth street ; from thence southerly following the centre 
of the railroad to Somerset avenue; thence southerly to a 
turn at the west side of Wright's pottery ; thence southwest 
to the centre of Somerset avenue at the' centre of Highland 
street; thence northwesterly following the centre of High- 
land street to the centre of the north fork of Oak street ; 
thence northerly to the centre of Tremont street at the centre 
of Danforth street; thence easterly following the centre of 
Danforth street to the place of beginning. 



Boundaries of 
Ward Two. 



Boundaries of 
Ward Three. 



Boundaries of 
Ward Four. 



WAED TWO. 

Beginning in the centre of the railroad at the centre of Dan- 
forth street; thence in line of ward eight east to the centre of 
Mill river ; thence southerly by Mill river to the centre of 
Spring street ; thence southwesterly by the centres of Spring 
street, Bow street and Somerset avenue to the centre of the 
railroad ; thence northerly by the railroad to place of begin- 
ning. 

WARD THREE. 

Beginning at the northeast corner of ward two in the centre 
of Mill river; thence east by ward eight to the centre of 
School street at Lane's avenue ; thence southerly and east- 
erly following the centres of School, Main, Summer and Spring 
streets to Mill river ; thence northerly by Mill river to the 
place of beginning. 

WARD POUR. 

Beginning at the northeast corner of ward three in the 
centre of School street at Lane's avenue ; thence east by 
ward eight to Raynham line ; thence southerly by Raynham 
line to the Taunton river ; thence down stream in the centre 
of said river to the railroad near Weir Village; thence 
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northerly by the railroad to the centre of Somerset avenue ; 
thence by the centres of Somerset avenue, Bow, Spring, Sum- 
mer, Main and School streets to the place of beginning. 

WARD FIVE. 

Beginning at the southeast corner of ward four in the Boundariei of 
centre of the river at the centre of the railroad near Weir ward Five. 
Village ; thence southerly by the centre of the railroad to the 
line of Berkley ; thence by the lines of Berkley, Lakeville, 
Middleboro and Raynham to the corner of ward four by the 
river ; thence by the centre of Taunton river to the place of 
beginning. 

WARD SIX. 

Beginning in the centre of the railroad at the centre of Boundaries of 
Somerset avenue; thence southerly by the railroad and ^*'^®**' 
wards four and five to the line of Berkley ; thence northwest- 
erly by Berkley to the centre of Taunton river ; thence north- 
erly by ward seven to the centre of Somerset avenue thirty- 
six and one-half (36J) rods southwest from the centre of 
Highland street ; thence northeast by the centre of Somerset 
avenue thirty-six and one-half (36i) rods to the centre of 
Highland street ; thence northerly by ward one to a turn at 
the west side of Wright's pottery ; and thence to the centre 
of Somerset avenue at the centre of the railroad, the place of 
beginning. 

WARD SEVEN. 

Beginning at the centre of the Mansfield section of the Old Boundaries of 
Colony railroad where it crosses the line of Norton ; thence ^^^'^ seTen. 
southerly by the centre of the railroad to the centre of Dan- 
forth street ; thence by the centre of Danforth street to the 
centre of Tremont street ; thence by the line of ward one to 
the centre of Highland street opposite the centre of the north 
fork of Oak street ; thence southerly by the centre of High- 
land street to the centre of Somerset avenue ; thence south- 
westerly by the centre of Somerset avenue thirty-six and one- 
half (36 J^) rods ; thence by ward six to Taunton river ; 
thence by the lines of Berkley, Dighton, Rehoboth and 
Norton to the place of beginning. 

WARD EIGHT. 

Beginning at the centre of the railroad at the Norton line. Boundaries of 
being the northerly corner of ward seven ; thence southerly by ^apd Eight, 
the centre of the railroad to the centre of Danforth street ; 
thence easterly in a straight line by wards two, three and 
four, crossing School street at Lane's avenue, to Raynham 
line ; thence by the lines of Raynham, Easton and Norton to 
place of beginning. 
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Sbgt. 2. Each ward shall be entitled to one alderman and 
three common councilmen, to be elected by and from the 
Qnaiifleations. voters thereof, who shall be residents of the wards respec- 
tively in which they are elected. If a vacancy occurs in case 
of a failure to elect by death, removal or otherwise, a declara- 
tion thereof shall be entered upon the records of the board 
wherein the vacancy occurs, and the mayor and aldermen 
shall forthwith order a new election for the unexpired term. 



Bspreieiitatlon. 



Yaesneles. 



Order. 



Boundaries of 
precinct ••A" 
and-B." 

Division line 
defined. 



Order. 



Boundaries of 
precinct "A" 
and "B." 

Division line 
defined. 



DIVISION OF WABDS ONE AND EIGHT INTO PRECINCTS. 

By Statute of 1884 Chapter 299 Section 3, th6^ mayor and aldermen 
were authorized to divide into two precincts any ward containing more 
than five hundred and not more than eight hundred voters. 

Under this Statute, bv an order of the mayor and aldermen dated June 
30, 1884, upon a report of a committee of that board ward one was di- 
vided into voting precinct, as follows : 

Ordered that ward one of said city be and hereby is divided into two 
voting precincts in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 299 of 
the laws and resolves for the year 1884 : said precincts shall be known as 
"Precinct A" and "Precinct B" respectively. Precinct A shall include 
all of said ward which lies north and Precinct B all of said ward which 
lies south of the following described lines : 

Beginning in the east line of Highland street, at a point two hundred 
thirty one and one-half (231.50) feet south of the south line of Florence 
street ; thence north 86 degrees 40 minutes east ten hundred sixty-four 
(1064) feet to the west line of Anderson street at a point four hundred 
thirty-one and one-half (431.50) feet south of Oak street ; thence north 
68 degrees 47 minutes east two thousand four hundred fifty-two and six 
tenths (2452.60) feet to the centre of Vernon street at an angle in Vernon 
street; thence north 62 degrees 11 minutes east one thousand seven hun- 
dred seventy and four tenths (1770.40) feet to the Old Colony Railroad 
crossing Mason street about eighty feet south of Myrtle street. It is fur- 
ther ordered that the city clerk be and hereby is directed to post forth- 
with a copy of the above description of the aforesaid division in at 
least ten of the most public places in each of said precincts, and also 
to furnish a reasonable number of copies of said description to the reg- 
istrars of voters, the assessors of taxes and the election officers of said pre- 
cincts. [Report accepted and order adopted. Approved by the Mayor. 

And subsequently oy an order of the mayor and aldermen, approved 
June 16, 1888, upon the report of a committee of that board, ward eight 
was divided into voting precincts, as follows, viz. : 

Ordered that ward eight of said city be and hereby is divided into 
two voting precincts in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 299 
acts of 1884 ; said precincts shall be known as Precinct A and Precinct B 
respectively. Precinct A shall include all of said ward lying north, and 
Precinct B all of said ward lying south of the following described lines, 
viz. : beginning in the line of the Old Colony Railroad in West Britannia 
street; thence by said railroad to Mill river thence by a line in the 
centre of said river to Martel avenue ; thence by a line in the centre of 
Martel avenue to Cottage street; thence by a line in the centre of Cottage 
street to State street ; thence by a line in the centre of State street to Bay 
street ; thence by a line in the centre of Bay street to the junction of Bay 
and East Britannia streets; thence by a line in the centre of East Britan- 
nia street to the division line between Taunton and Raynham. It is 
further ordered that the city clerk be and hereby is directed to post forth- 
with copies of the description of the aforesaid division in at least ten of 
the most public places in each of the precincts of said ward, and also to 
furnish a reasonaole number of copies of such description to the registrars 
of voters, assessors of taxes, and to the election officers of the above pre- 
cincts. [The report was accepted and order adopted. Approved by the 
Mayor. ^ j 
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NOTE. 



Statute 1890 Chapter 423^beiDg a revision of Election Laws— re- 
pealed Statnte 1884 Chapter 299, bat it renewed the provision concerning 
precincts required by Section 69 of said Chapter 423. , 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



CONOEENING WABBANTS. 



Hection. 

1. The f erm of warrants for ward meet- 

ings. 

2. The rorm of warrants for general 

meetings. 



Section. 

8. Warrants, by whom issued and by 

whom signed and the service 

thereof; when meetings to be 

opened aad closed to be specified . 



Form for ward SECTION 1. The form of Warrants for calling meetings of 
meetings. the citizens of the several wards and precincts thereof, shall 
be as follows : 

CITY OF TAUNTON. 

To the Chief of Police or either of his Deputies or either of the CoDsta- 
bles of said city, 
GREETING:^ 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby re- 
quired forthwith to warn the citizens of Ward Precinct qual- 
ified to vote as the law directs, to assemble at on the day of 

at o'clock in the noon, and from that time 



until ■ 



• o'clock in the - 



— noon, then and there to give their bal- 
lots for 

Hereof fail not, and then have you there this warrant with your doings 
thereon. 

Witness, Mayor of our City of Taunton, this 

day of in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety . By order of the Mayor and Aldermen. 



[City Seal.] 



• City Clerk. 



erai meetings. Sect. 2. The form of Warrants for calling general meet- 
ings of the citizens, shall be as follows : 



CITY OF TAUNTON. 

To the Chief of Police or either of his Deputies or either of the Consta- 
bles of said city, 
GREETING: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are required 
forthwith to warn the citizens of Taunton qualified to vote as the law di- 
rects, to assemble in general meeting at on the day 

of at o'clock in the noon, then and there to . 

Hereof fail not, and then have you there this warrant with your doings 
thereon. 

Witness, Mavor of our City of Tauuton, this 

day of in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety — . By order of the Mayor and Aldermen. 

[City Seal.] City Clerk. 



Issue of war- ] Sect. 3. All Warrants, calling general or ward or precinct 
ReV^ barter ^^ec^i^gs, shall be issued by the mayor and aldermen, wit- 
Bec.6,iB, 19' nessed by the mayor, or in his absence by the chairman of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



BEVISED 0BDINANGE8. 189 

board of aldermen, and signed by the city clerk ; and shall be 

served seven days at least before the holding of such meetings service. 

by any officer to whom they are directed, by posting copies 

thereof in such public places, or by publishing the same in one 

or more newspapers of the city, as the mayor and aldermen 

direct. The officer serving such warrant shall seasonably re- Return of 

turn the same with his doings thereon to the city clerk, if it service. 

be for a general meeting, otherwise to the warden of the ward 

or precinct named therein ; and all warrants calling meetings 

for the election of national, state, district and county officers of wi^anta"* 

shall specify the time when the polls shall be opened and 

closed, that the polls shall be kept open at least six hours, 

and that such officers shall be voted for on one ballot. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



CONCERNING THE WATER WORKS. 



Election. 



Vacancies. 
Tenure. 

Organisation. 

President. 
Clerk. 

Clerk's bond. 



Duties and 
powers. 

Appointment 
of agents. 

Compensation. 
Rules. 



Section. 
6. The board audit all bills and certify 
for payment. 

6. Trespasses upon works or equip- 

ments prohibited; penalty there- 
for. 

7. Plumbers and pipe fitters to be 

licensed by the board; to give 
bonds; inspection of the work of 
unlicensed persons ; unlicensed 
connections prohibited ; penalty. 

8. Financial year to begin December 

Ist. ; annual report to be made in 
December. 



Section. 

1. Election of water commissioners. 

2. Organization of board; choice of 

president and clerk; duties and 
powers of the board; compensa- 
tion ; amenta ; tariff of water rates ; 
supervision of works and repairs. 

8. Duties of the clerk. Title " Taunton 
Water Works.*' Books of account 
and entries book; collection of 
bills and accounts; enforcement 
of rules. 

4. The board or their agents may enter 
premises of water takers to ex- 
amine apparatus, etc. and prevent 
waste ; exhibit of permit required. 

Section 1. The board of water commissioners as here- 
tofore established by virtue of the two hundred and seven- 
teenth chapter of the acts of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five, entitled, " An act to jjrovide the 
City of Taunton with pure water," is hereby continued with 
all the powers and subject to all the provisions of said act, 
and the acts in addition thereto, and there shall annually be 
chosen in the month of January and whenever a vacancy 
occurs, by the city council in convention one commissioner 
for the term of three years or the residue of said term as the 
case may be and until his successor is chosen, who shall be 
duly sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of the 
oflSce. 

Sect. 2. The said commissioners shall annually as soon 
as may be after the election of a commmissioner, meet and 
organize as a board by the choice of one of their number as a 
president, and they shall annually, and whenever a vacancy 
occurs, make choice of a clerk, not a member of said board, 
subject to removal by said board, who shall be duly sworn 
and shall give bond with sureties, approved by the board 
for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and said 
bond shall be forthwith filed in the oflSce of the city clerk; 
said board shall superintend and direct the execution and 
performance of all works, matters and things mentioned in 
the first three sections of said act or in any act in amendment 
thereof or addition thereto, subject to such ordinances, rules 
and regulations as the city council may establish and shall 
appoint and employ all necessary assistants and agents and 
remove the same at pleasure and fix their compensation 
excepting the clerk of the board who shall receive such com- 
' pensation as the city council may determine. Said board 
may prescribe rules and regulations for the inspection, 
materials, construction, alteration or use of water pipes and 
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water fixtures, subject to the revision or revocation of the 

city council, but shall not exercise the power of imposing 

penalties therefor, and they may determine and establish 

from time to time a tariff of water rates and make such rules Tariff of rates. 

relating thereto as the interests of the city require. Said 

board shall have charge of, and exercise a general supervision Superviflion. 

over the water works and all the propertv, material and 

appurtenances thereto belonging, and are authorized to make 

all necessary repairs for the effectual distribution of pure Repairs. 

water under the provisions of said acts, subject always to the 

rules and orders of the city council. 

Sect. 8. The clerk shall be the recording ofi&cer of the cierk's duties, 
board and under the direction of the board shall have the 
care and custody of all books, plans, documents and other 
appurtenances of the ofi&ce of the board. The works in 
charge of said board shall bear the designation of "The 
Taunton Water Works" and the clerk shall keep in a neat Title "Taunton 
and methodical manner and as the board may direct a com- ^^^^ works" 
plete set of books, and shall enter therein under appropriate Books, 
headings all receipts and expenditures of said water works. 
He shall keep suitable books wherein shall be entered the Entry book, 
names of all persons taking water, the buildings into which 
entries are made and brief descriptions thereof so far as 
appertains to such entries, with the name of the street and 
the numbers thereof, and the uses to which water is applied, 
the number of taps and the amount of rates charged, with 
the amount and circumstances of any abatement thereof. 
Said books shall always be open to the inspection of the J,^^^®^*^®" °' 
board and the city council, or either branch or any committee 
thereof. He shall make out and collect all bills for the use collections, 
of water and all accounts and moneys due the water works, 
and shall pay over all sums of money so received on the last 
Saturday of each month, and oftener at his convenience to 
the city treasurer who shall place the same to the credit of Payment to 
the Taunton Water Works. He shall see that the rules and ^«^«^'«'- 
regulations of the board and of the city council relating to 
the use of water are strictly observed and fully enforced, and Enforcement 
shall perform such other services appertaining to his office **'^"^®^- 
as may be required of him by the board or city council. 

Sect. 4. The board or their clerk or agents as they may Authority to 
direct, may enter upon the premises of any water taker to j^^^^^ ^^^' 
examine the water fixtures or other apparatus, to ascertain takers, 
the use of water thereon, and the amount thereof used, the 
waste of water thereon, and shall use all suitable means to 
prevent the waste and unauthorized use of water supplied from Prevention of 
said water works ; but any officer or agent of the board, enter- ^*®*®- 
ing upon any premises shall show upon his first entry thereof Exhibit of 
and afterwards if requested, a written permit from said board entry permit, 
authorizing such entry. 

Sect. 5. The board shall examine all accounts, bills or Auditing of 
claims against the water works, and if found by them correct accounts. 
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and justly due aud ia proper form they shall certify the same 
in writing for payment. And the committee on accounts 
shall allow no accounts, bills or claims against the water 
works unless so certified. 
TrespasB68 SlSOT, 6. No person shall injure any public reservoir, con- 

prohibittd. j^^^ p-p^^ hydrant, fountain, watering-trough, water-meter or 
other equipment connected with the Taunton Water Works, 
nor break and enter the same, nor draw or cause to be drawn 
any water therefrom ; nor turn on or off the water in any 
such reservoir, conduit, pipe, fountain, watering-trough, water 
meter or other equipment ; nor make any opening or connec- 
tion therewith without the license or authority of the board, 
Fireengineer's OT of the chief engineer of the fire department, cases of fire 
authority. excepted. Nor in case of fire except by authority of the offi- 
cer of the fire department then and there in command or 
Penalty. under his direction. Whoever violates any provision of this 

section shall for each offence forfeit and pay a sum not exceed- 
ing twenty dollars. 
Licensing of DECT. 7. The board are authorized to license plumpers 
plumbers. and pipe fitters to make connection with any water-pipe or 
hydrant and to do work necessarily connected therewith, pro- 
vided that every person applying for such license shall give a 
Bond. bond in the sum of five hundred dollars satisfactory to the 

board, binding himself to conform to the rules and regula- 
condition of tions of Said board and to save harmless the city from all 
bond. damage or expense accruing from his negligence or defective 

work, and plumbing or pipe-fitting work, done in connecting 
Inspection of ^^7 watcr-pipe or hydrant by other than a person duly 
unlicensed licensed as aforesaid shall be subject to inspection by the 
plumbing. board or its agent at the applicant's expense before water is 
unucensed let On. No persou shall make any connection as aforesaid 
service pro- without being licensed as aforesaid, or without an order from 
hibited. |.jjg board granting the same. Any person violating the pro- 

penaity. visions of this section shall for each offence forfeit and pay a 

sum not exceeding twenty dollars. 
Financial year. Sbct. 8. The financial year in all matters relating to the 
water works shall begin on the first day of December, and 
the books and accounts shall be made to conform thereto, and 
Annual report, the board shall during the month of December make report 
of their doings for the year preceding and of the condition of 
the water works, with such details and recommendations 
relating thereto as they may deem proper and shall further 
report at such times and upon such matters relating thereto 
as the city council may order. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



CONCBBNING THE BBVISED OBDINANGES. 



Section. 
1. Revised ordinances and repeal of 
old ordinances to take effect Janu- 
ary 1, 1892. 



Section. 
2. Limitation of repeal: corresponding 
provisions of prerioue ordinances 
continued by tbis rertsion. This 
revision to be known as *<Tlie 
revision of 1891.'* 



Section 1. All the foregoing ordinances having been Adoption of 
revised and compiled under the direction and supervision ^^^^^ '®^^<''*' 
of a joint special committee of the city council, are hereby 
declared to be the ordinances of the City of Taunton, and 
shall take effect as such on the first day of January in the Takes effect 
year eighteen hundred and ninety-two, and all other ordi- ^^^^^^ ^» ^^ 
nances neretofore passed by the city council are hereby 
repealed, but such repeal shall not take effect until said Repeal, 
revised ordinances take effect as above set forth. 

Segt. 2. The repeal of all prior existing ordinances, or Limitation of 
any clauses, parts or provisions thereof, shall not revive any repeal, 
former ordinance or any clause or provision therein repealed 
by such prior existing ordinance. Said repeal shall not affect 
any act done, any right accrued, accruing or established, the 
tenure of office of any person holding office at the time these 
ordinances take effect, or any forfeiture or penalty heretofore 
incurred under and by virtue of any prior existing ordinance ; 
and these ordinances are intended and are hereby declared to 
be a continuation of the ordinances hereby repealed, so far as continuation 
the foregoing ordinances conform to such ordinances so of previous or- 
repealed, the foregoing ordinances being intended for and dinances. 
being a revision and compilation of all the ordinances of the 
City of Taunton, and shall be known as " The Revised Ordi- 
nances of 1891." 

In Common Coungil, December 81, 1891. 
Passed to be ordained and sent up : 

Henry W. Colby, 
President of Common Coun^L 

In Boabd of Aldebmen, December 81, 1891. 
Passed to be ordained and approved : 

Fbancis S. Babbitt, Mayor. 
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STANDING RULES AND ORDERS 



OP THB 



CITY COUNCIL 



AND EACH BRANCH THEREOF. 



JOINT RULES AND ORDERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 



Seotion. 

1. Appointment of joint standing 

committees; list, of whom com- 
posed. 

2. Chairman of committees; meeting, 

how called. 

3. Records of committees. 

4. Auditing, method of. 

5. Reports, how made. 

6. Terms, "ordered." «* resolved," 

how applied. 

7. Committees of conference. 

8. Concurrence in adjournment. 

9. Reconsideration after final passage 

regulated. 



Section. 

10. Messages between the boards. 

11. Notice of adjournment, both boards 

being in session. 

12. Convention of both branches, how 

limited. 
18. Presentation for approval to mayor. 

14. Readings in the several boards: 

enrollment and ordaining of 
ordinances; signature of pre- 
siding officers and mayor. 

15. No amendment after enrollment. 

16. Calling of special meetings. 



COMMITTEES. 

Section 1. The following joint standing committees shall 
be annually appointed by the presiding officer of each branch, 
namely : 

!• Finance^ to consist of the mayor, one alderman, the 
president and four members of the common council. 

2. Accounts^ to consist of two aldermen and three mem- 
bers of the common council. 

8. Pviblic proverty^ including burial grounds, to consist of 
two aldermen ana five members of the common council. 

4. Street lights^ to consist of two aldermen, and three 
members of the common council. 

5. Printing^ to consist of one alderman, and two members 
of the common council. 

6. Pvhlic imtruction^ to consist of the mayor, two alder- 
men, and three members of the common council. 

7. Claims^ to consist of the mayor, one alderman, and 
three members of the common council. 
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8. Ordinances, to consist of the mayor, one alderman, and 
three members of the common council. 

9. Water works^ to consist of the mayor, one alderman, 
the president, and three members of the common council. 

10. Fire department^ to consist of two aldermen and three 
members of the common council. 

11. Unrolled bills^ to consist of two aldermen and three 
members of the common council. 

12. Streets and bridges^ to consist of the mayor, three 
aldermen and three members of the common council. 

13. Drains and sewers^ to consist of the mayor, three 
aldermen and three members of the common council. 

Sect. 2. The mayor or alderman first named on every joint 
committee shall be its chairman ; in case of the resignation, 
absence, or inability of the chairman, the other membors in 
the order in which they are named respectively shall act as 
chairman. Meetings of committees may be called by the 
chairman, or by the city clerk upon the written request of 
three members of the committee. 

Sect. 3. Joint standing committees shall cause records to 
be kept of their proceedings in books provided by the city 
for that purpose. No committee shall act by separate con- 
sultation and no report shall be received unless agreed to in 
committee actually assembled. 

Sect. 4. No chairman of any committee or board shall 
audit or approve any bill or account against the city for any 
supplies, or services which shall not have been ordered or 
authorized by the committee or board, except as provided by 
ordinance. 

Sect. 5. All joint committees may report by ordinance, 
resolve or otherwise, and may make their reports to either 
branch thereof. 

ordinances, orders, and resolves. 

Sect. 6. In all votes when either branch expresses any- 
thing by way of command, the form of expression shall be 
" ordered," and when either branch expresses opinions, prin- 
ciples, facts or purposes, the form shall be " resolved." 

Sect. 7. In every case of an ordinance, or joint resolution 
or joint order, or an amendment thereof agreed to in one 
board, and dissented from by the other, a conference may be 
had at the request of either. Committees of conference shall 
consist of three members on the part of each branch of the 
city council, representing its vote, and the committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose shall meet as soon as convenient, state 
the views of the two boards for and against the measure or 
amendment, and confer freely thereon. The report shall be 
in writing and may be first presented in either branch thereof. 

Sect. 8. Either board may propose to the other for its con- 
currence, a time to which both boards shall adjourn. 
[10] 
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Sect. 9. No vote by which a joint order or resolution or 
ordinance has been passed in its final stage shall be recon- 
sidered by either board after the same has finally been acted 
upon in the other board, unless a motion for reconsideration 
be made, or notice thereof be given, at the same meeting at 
which the vote on its final stage be passed. 

Sect. 10. All messages between the two boards shall be 
reduced to writing by their respective clerks and transmitted 
by them or through the messenger. 

Sect. 11. When the two boards are both in session it 
shall be the duty of each before adjourning to give notice of 
its intention so to do, to the other branch of the city council. 

Sect. 12. When a convention of the two branches of the 
city council has been agreed upon for any specific purpose, no 
other business shall be transacted in said convention unless 
by unanimous consent. 

Sect. 18. Whenever an ordinance, order, resolution or 
vote shall be passed by the boatd of aldermen, or by the con- 
current vote of the board of aldermen and common council, 
which is required by law to be presented to the mayor, the 
city clerk shall present the same after its passage without 
unnecessary delay, and shall enter upon the record of the 
board of aldermen the day upon which the same was pre- 
sented and approved. 

Sect. 14. An ordinance shall have as many readings in 
each board as the rules of that board require, after which the 
question shall be on passing the same to be enrolled, and 
if so passed, it shall be sent to the other board for concurrence ; 
and when such ordinance has passed to be enrolled in each 
board, the same shall be enrolled by the city clerk and 
examined by the joint committee of the city council on 
enrolled bills ; and on being found by said committee to be 
correctly enrolled the same shall be reported to the council 
when the question shall be on passing the same to be ordained; 
and when said ordinance has so passed to be ordained, it 
shall be signed by the president of the common council and 
sent to the other board, and after being reported to that 
board as having been correctly enrolled, the question shall be 
on passing the same to be ordained ; and when the same has 
passed to be ordained it shall be signed by the mayor. 

Sect. 15. No ordinance shall be amended after its enroll- 
ment. 

CALLING OF SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

Sect. 16. Special meetings of the city council may be 
called by the mayor, or by the city clerk upon the written 
request signed by three members of the board of aldermen, 
and five members of the common council, by causing notices 
thereof to be sent by the city clerk to each member of the 
city council. 
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RULES AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 



Section. 

1. Meetings, regalar and special; 

majority a qnornm. 

2. Mayor's functions as presiding 

officer; quorum must vote. 
8. Mayor may designate presiding 
officer; chairman being absent. 

4. When vote taken by yeas and nays. 

5. The order of propounding questions 

and motions fixed. 

6. Motions stated, how disposed of. 

7. Priority of motions fixed in debate. 

Form and effect of previous ques- 
tion. 

8. Right to floor, how determined. 
^. Conduct of {speakers in debate. 

10 Interruptions forbidden. 

11. Members not to vote on matters of 
private interest; otherwise voting 
required, unless excused. 



Section. 

12. Reconsideration regulated. 

13. Order of business at regular meet 

14. Petitions for appointment by the 

mayor with concurrence of board, 
to be referred without debate. 

15 Standing committees ; list, of whom 
composed. 

16. Appointment of committees. 

17- Two readings, when required. 

18. Duties of clerk as jpresfding officer, 

as recording officer. Clerk pro 
tempore when and how appointed 
and qualified. 

19. The suspension, repeal and amend- 

ment of rules regulated. 



MEETINGS, QUOBUMS, PROCEEDINGS* 

Section 1. Regular meetings of this board shall be held 
on such evenings in each month as shall be fixed by a stand- 
ing order of the board. Special meetings of the board may 
be called by the mayor when he deems it necessary, or by the 
city clerk upon a written request signed by three members of 
this board, by causing notices to be sent by thie city clerk to 
each member thereof. At all meetings a majority shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Sbot. 2. The mayor shall at the hour appointed for the 
meeting call the members to order, and a quorum being pres- 
ent, shall cause the records of the preceding meeting to be 
read. In the absence of the mayor, or at his request, the 
chairman of the board shall preside ; and in the absence of 
both, a chairman pro tempore shall be chosen. He shall pre- 
serve decorum and order, may speak to points of order 
in preference to members; shall decide all questions of 
order subject to an appeal to the board, by motion, regularly 
seconded, and no other business shall be in order till the 
question on the appeal shall have been decided. He shall de- 
clare all votes, but if any member doubt the vote, the chair, 
without further debate upon the question, shall require the 
members voting in the affirmative and negative, respectively, 
to rise and stand until they are counted, and he shall then de- 
clare the result, but no such declaration shall be .made unless 
a quorum of the board shall have voted. 

Sect. 3. The mayor may, in the absence of the chairman 
of the board, call upon any member to preside. 

Sect. 4. On all questions and motions, the chair shall 
take the sense of the board by yeas and nays, whenever any 
two members present shall so request. 
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Sect. 6. The chair shall propound all questions in the 
order in which they are moved, unless the subsequent motion 
shall be previous in its nature except that in naming sum& 
and fixing times, the largest sum, and the longest time shall 
be first put ; and when a motion is made to refer any subject, 
and different committees are proposed, the question shall be 
taken in the following order : 

1. To a standing committee of the board. 

2. To a select committee of the board. 

8. To a joint standing committee of the city council. 

4. To a joint select committee of the city council. 

Sect. 6. After a motion is stated or read by the chair it 
shall be deemed to be in possession of the board, and shall be 
disposed of by vote ; but the mover raayi by unanimous con- 
sent, withdraw it at any time before a decision or amendment. 

Sect. 7. When a question is under debate the chair shall 
receive no motions except to adjourn, — to lay on the table, — 
the previous question, — to postpone to a day certain, — to 
commit, — to amend, — or to postpone indefinitely; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order herein 
stated, and the first three shall be decided without debate. 
He shall put the previous question in the following form : 
"Shall the main question be now put?" and all further 
amendments or debate of the main question shall be suspen- 
ded, until the previous question be decided. 

Sect. 8. When two or more members rise at the same 
time, the chair shall name the member who shall first be 
heard. 

rights and duties op members. 

Sect. 9. Every member when about to speak shall rise 
and respectfully address the chair ; shall confine himself to 
the question under debate, and shall avoid personalities. 

Sect. 10. No member speaking shall be interrupted by 
another but by rising to a point of order or for explanation. 

Sect. 11. No member shall be permitted to vote on any 
question, or serve on any committee, where his private 
interest is immediately concerned, distinct from that of the 
public ; and every member, except as above, who shall be in 
the board when a question is put, shall vote, unless the board 
for special reasons excuse him. 

Sect. 12. A question having been taken it shall be in order 
for any member to move a reconsideration thereof at the same 
meeting ; or any member may give notice of his intention to 
move a reconsideration at the next meeting, and if such notice 
be given, no subsequent motion thereupon, to reconsider the 
pending question, shall be entertained ; but no more than one 
motion for the reconsideration of any vote shall be permitted* 
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ORDER OP BUSINESS. 

Sect. 18. At every regular meeting of the board the order 
of business shall be as follows : 

1. Reading of the record. 

2. Communications from the mayor. 

3. Papers from the common council. 

4. Communications and reports from city officers. 

5. Presentation of petitions^ memorials and remonstrances. 

6. Reports of committees. 

7. Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

8. Motions, orders, or resolutions. 

The above order of business shall not be departed from ex- 
cept by a vote of a majority of the members of the board pres- 
ent. 

Sect. 14. AH petitions for appointments that are made 
upon nomination of the mayor and confirmation of the board, 
shall, when received, be referred to the mayor without debate. 

COMMITTEES. 

Sect. 15. There shall be appointed standing committees, 
as follows : 

1. A committee on police and licenses, to consist of the 
mayor and two aldermen. 

2. A committee on elections and returns, to consist of three 
aldermen. 

8. A committee on streets and bridges, to consist of the 
mayor and three aldermen. 

4. A committee on armory and military aid to consist of 
three aldermen. 

5. A committee on drains and sewers, to consist of the 
mayor and three aldermen. 

6. Such committees on the part of this board as may be re- 
quired by the joint rules and orders of the city council. 

Sect. 16. All committees shall be appointed and an- 
nounced by the mayor, except such as the board of alder- 
men shall determine to elect by ballot. 

OBDINANCES, BESOLUTIONS, AND OBDERS. 

Sect. 17. Every ordinance and all resolutions and orders 
which impose penalties, or involve the raising, appropriation 
or expenditure of money, shall have two several readings 
before they shall be finally passed ; and no ordinance, nor any 
order or resolution authorizing a loan, shall have more than one 
reading on the same day, except under a suspension of this 
section. 
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DUTIES OF THE CLEBK. 

Sect. 18. In the absence of the mayor and the chairman 
of the board, the clerk, and in his absence the senior member 
present, shall call the board to order, and preside until a 
chairman jt?ro tempore shall be chosen. The clerk shall attend 
and keep the records of all meetings of the board, record the 
names of the members present, and have the care and custody 
of the city records, and of all documents, maps, plans and 
papers appertaining to the preceedings of the board, when no 
other provision is made therefor. He shall, whenever re- 
quested by the mayor or chairman, read such ordinances, 
orders, resolutions, petitions, or other papers as may be pre- 
sented, for the infoimation of the board. In the absence of 
the clerk a clerk pro tempore shall be chosen by the board, 
who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties. 

ALTEBATION OB SUSPENSION OF BULBS AND OBDEBS. 

Sect. 19. No standing rule or order of this board shall 
be suspended unless two thirds of the members present shall 
consent thereto ; nor shall any rule or order be repealed or 
amended without at least one day's notice being given of the 
motion therefor, nor unless a majority of the whole board shall 
concur therein. 
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Section. 

1. Meetings regular and special. 

2. The president, his duties. 

8. The appointment of a president pro 

4. The president's authority. 

5. The declaration and determination 

of vote. 

6. Mode of address. 

7. The president's right to call to the 

chair ; to preside in the committee 
of the whole; to offer statements 
and opinions on questions of 
order. 

8. Order of propounding questions. 

9. Priority of motions &ced in debate. 
10 Certain motions not debatable. 

11. Form and effect of previous ques* 

tion. 

12. Incidental questions of order, when 

not debatable. 

13. Right to floor, how determined. 

14. AppoiPtmeut of committees. 

15. The president's vote. 

16. Order of business at regular meet- 

ings. 

17. Conduct of speakers in debate. 

18. Personal designation forbidden. 

19. Disorder or interruptions restrained 

and regulated. 



Section. 

20. Speaking limited. 

21. when vote taken by yeas and nays. 

22. All motions in wrinng when re- 

quired. 
28. A question divisible, to be divided, 

on call. 
24. Reconsideration regulated. 
26. Suspension, repeal and amendment 

of rules regulated. 

26. Reading of papers regulated. 

27. Designation of seats. 

28. No member to act when privately 

interested. 

29. Members to retain their places until 

adjournment. 
80. Ballot required for election of 
salaried officers. 

31. Addresses to council how made and 

disposed of. 

32. Stan«ting committees ; list ; of whom 

composed. 

33. Duties of committee on bills in 

second reading. 

34. When two readings required. 

85. Committees in session during coun- 
cil session forbidden. 
36. Duties of clerk. 



NOTE. 

''A majority of each board shall constitute a quorum for business." 
(City Charter, Section 2.) 

MEETINGS. 

Section 1. Regular meetings of the council shall be held 
on such evening in each month as shall be fixed by a standing 
order of the council. Special meetings of the council may be 
called by the mayor, or by the city clerk, upon a written re- 
quest signed by five members of this board, by causing notice 
to be sent by the city clerk to each member thereof. 



DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Sect. 2. The president shall take the chair at the hour to 
which the council has adjourned or been called together ; he 
shall call the members to order, and on the appearance of a 
quorum proceed to business. 

Sect. 3. In the absence of the president, the senior mem- 
ber present shall call the council to order, and preside until 
a president pro tempore is chosen by ballot. If no member 
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receives a majority of the votes on the first ballot, upon the 
second a plurality shall elect. 

Sect. 4. He shall preserve order and decorum ; he may 
speak to points of order in preference to other members, and 
shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the 
council, on the motion of any member regularly seconded. 

Sect. 5. He shall declare all votes; but if any member 
doubt the vote, the president, without debate, shall require 
the members voting in the aflSrmative and negative to rise 
and stand until thej are counted, and shall then declare the 
result. 

Sect. 6. He shall rise to address the council or to put a 
question, but may read sitting. 

Sect. 7. The president may call any member to the chair, 
who may preside for one meeting. When the council de- 
cides to go into committee of the whole, the president shall 
appoint the chairman. The president may express his opinion 
on any subject under debate only by leaving the chair, and 
appointing a member to take it ; and in such case he shall 
not resume the chair while the question is pending, provided 
the same is taken previous to adjournment. But the presi- 
dent may state facts and give his opinion on questions of 
order, without leaving his place. 

Sect. 8. He shall propound all questions in the order 
in which they are moved, unless the subsequent motion is 
previous in its nature ; except that in naming sums and fixing 
time to fill blanks, the largest sum and the longest times shall 
be put first. 

Sect. 9. When a question is under debate, the president 
shall receive no motion but — 

To adjourn, — to lay on the table, — for the previous ques- 
tion, — to postpone to a day certain, — to commit, — to 
amend, — or to postpone indefinitely ; which several motions 
shall have precedence in the order in which they are arranged. 

Sect. 10. The motion to adjourn, when to adjourn simply, 
the motion to lay on, or take from the table, for the previous 
question, and for the yeas and nays, shall be decided without 
debate. 

Sect. 11. He shall put the previous question in the follow- 
ing form — "Shall the main question be now put?" and all 
debate upon the main question and pending amendments shall 
be suspended until the previous question is decided. After 
the adoption of the previous question, the vote shall forth- 
with be taken upon pending amendments in their regular 
order, and then upon the main question. 

Sect. 12. All incidental questions of order arising after a 
motion is made for the previous question shall be decided 
without debate, except on an appeal ; and on such an appeal 
no member shall be allowed to speak more than once without 
leave of the council. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



BULBS AND ORDERS OF COMMON COUNCIL. 163 

Sect. 13. When two or more members rise at the same 
time, the president shall name the member who is to speak 
first. 

Sect. 14. All committees shall be appointed and an- 
nounced by the president, unless otherwise provided for, or 
especially directed by the council. 

Sect. 15. In all cases the president may vote. 

BIOHTS AND DUTIES OF MEMBERS. 

Sect. 16. At every regular meeting of the council, the 
order of business shall be as follows, viz : 

1. Calling the roll of members. 

2. Reading the journal of the previous meeting. 

3. Papers from the board of mayor and aldermen. 

4. Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

5. Communications and reports from city officers. 

6. Presentation of petitions, memorials and remonstrances. 

7. Reports of committees. 

8. Motions, orders or resolutions. 

The above order shall not be departed from but by a vote 
of a majority of the council present. 

Sect. 17. When a member is about to speak in debate or 
deliver any matter to the council, he shall rise in his place, 
and respectfully address the presiding officer; shall confine 
himself to the question under debate, and avoid personalities. 
He shall sit down as soon as he is done speaking. 

Sect. 18. No member in debate shall mention another 
member by name, but may describe him by some designation 
intelligible and respectful. 

Sect. 19. No member shall be interrupted while speaking 
but by a call to order. When a member is called to order he 
shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to explain ; and 
the council, if appealed to, shall decide in the case without 
debate ; and if the decision is against the member, he shall 
not be permitted to speak unless by way of excuse for the 
same, until he has made satisfaction. 

Sect. 20. During debate, if objection, is made thereto, no 
member shall speak more than twice to the same question 
without leave of the council nor more than once until all 
other members choosing to speak have spoken. 

Sect. 21. The vote on all question^ shall be taken by yeas 
and nays, when one third of the members present are in favor 
of it. 

Sect. 22. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if r^ 
quested by the president or any member of the council. 

Sect. 23. Any member may require the division of a 
question when the sense admits of it. 

Sect. 24. A question having been taken it shall be in 
order for any member to move a reconsideration thereof at 
the same meeting ; or any member may give notice of his 
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intention to move a reconsideration at the next meeting, and if 
such notice be given, no subsequent motion thereupon, to re- 
consider the pending question, shall be entertained : but no 
more than one motion for the reconsideration of any rote 
shall be permitted. 

SUSPENSION, REPEAL AND AMENDMENT OF RULES 
REGULATED. 

Sect. 25. No rule or order of the council shall be suspen- 
ded unless three fourths of the members present consent 
thereto ; nor shall any rule or order be repealed or amended 
without giving notice thereof at the preceding meeting, nor 
unless a majority of the whole council concur therein. 

Sect. 26. The reading of any paper, when objected to 
shall be determined by a vote of the council. 

Sect. 27. The seats of the council board shall be num- 
bered, and assigned by lot ; no member shall change his seat 
but by permission of the president. 

Sect. 28. No member shall be allowed to vote, or serve 
on any committee, on any question where his private right is 
concerned. 

Sect. 29. The members of the council shall not leave 
their places on adjournment until the jpresident declares the 
council adjourned. 

Sect. 80. All salaried officers shall be chosen by ballot. 

Sect. 81. All memorial and other papers addressed to the 
council, shall be presented by the president, or by a member 
in his place, who shall explain the subject thereof, and they 
shall be disposed of in the order in which they are presented, 
unless the council otherwise directs. 

Sect. 82. Standing committees shall be appointed on the 
following subjects, viz : on streets and bridges, on drains and 
sewers, on elections, on bills in the second reading, and on en- 
rolled bills, each to consist of three members. 

Sect. 83. It shall be the duty of the committee on bills in 
the second reading to carefully examine all bills which pass 
to the second reading, to see that they are in technical form 
and that their provisions are not repugnant to the laws and 
constitution of the Commonwealth, or to the charter and 
ordinances of the city. 

Sect. 84. Ordinancies, resolutions, and all orders which 
impose penalties, or involve the raising, appropriation or ex- 
penditure of money, shall have two several readiiigs before 
they are finally passed by the council ; and no ordinance, res- 
olution or such order, except an order for printing, shall have 
more than one reading on the same day, except under a sus- 
pension of this section. 

Sect. 35. No committee shall sit during the meeting of 
the council without special leave. 
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DUTIES OF THE CLERK. 

Sect. 36, The clerk shall keep minutes of the votes and 
proceedings of the council, and enter thereon such orders and 
resolutions as are adopted; shall notice reports, petitions, 
memorials^ and other papers which are presented, and shall 
enter all accepted reports of select committees of the council 
at length, in a separate journal to be kept for that purpose, 
and provided with an index ; shall furnish the chairman of 
every committee with the names of the members comprising 
the same, and shall attend the meetings of the committees of 
the council, and make their records when required. 

NOTE. 

"Cities and towns may by ordinary vote incur debts for temporary loans 
in anticipation of taxes of the year in which such debts are incurred, and 
expressly made payable therefrom by vote of the city or town." 

"Other debts may be incurred only by a vote of two thirds of all the 
members of each branch of the city council, taken by yeaa and nays and 
approved by the mayor. 

[Public Statutes, Section 6 and 7 Chapter 29. 
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THE 



BOUNDARIES OF TAUNTON. 



Present 
bounds. 



Perambula- 
tions. 



The present bounds of Taunton according to the perambu- 
lations made every five years, as required by the public 
statutes and marked by permanent monuments, are as fol- 
lows: 

Beginning at the southwest corner of the city at a corner 
of Rehoboth and in line of Dighton, thence N. 1| degrees 
W. seven hundred rods in line of Rehoboth to a corner in line 
of Norton at what is known as Abel's corner; thence in line 
of the town of Norton N. 54 degrees 20 minutes E. eight 
hundred seventy rods to a turn at the side of Three Mile 
river near the mouth of Burt's Brook ; thence N. 45 degrees 
88 minutes E. eight hundred seven rods to the centre of 
Winnecunnet bridge at turn ; thence N. 43 degrees 81 minutes 
E. seven hundred twelve rods to the line of Easton ; thence 
in line of Easton about S. 70 degrees E. about two hundred 
thirty rods to a corner of Raynham ; thence by the line of 
Raynham S. 1 degree E. one hundred and ninety-two rods to 
a corner on the northwest side of Great Island ; thence S. 30 J^ 
degrees E. fifty-six rods; thence S. 46 degrees. E. fifteen rods ; 
thence S. 19^ degrees E. sixty-four rods ; thence due south 
forty rods; thence S. 17 J degrees W. seventy-two rods; 
thence S. 32 degrees W. eighty rods ; thence S. 16 degrees 
W. seventy rods ; thence S. 11 degrees E. one hundred five 
rods ; thence S. 9 degrees E. thirty-eight rods ; thence S. 32J 
degrees W. one hundred nineteen rods ; thence S. 26 degrees 
W. one hundred eight rods ; thence S. 14 degrees W. fifty- 
two rods ; thence S. 19 degrees W. thirty rods ; thence S. 42 
degrees W. seventy-four rods ; thence S. 38| degrees W. thirty- 
five rods twenty links ; thence S. 48 degrees W. twelve and 
one half rods ; thence S. 55 degrees W. eleven rods ; thence 
S. 76 degrees W. nine rods twenty links; thence S. 44 
degrees W. sixteen rods ; thence S. 13^ degrees W. twelve 
and one-third rods; thence S. 9^ degrees W. twenty-three 
and one-half rods to a corner in west side of Duck Pond ; 
thence S. 24 degrees E. about nine hundred twenty-two rods 
to the middle of Taunton Great River near the water works ; 
thence up stream by said river about five miles^ thence S. 
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131 degrees E. about fifty-four rods to a corner ; thence N. 
8?! degrees E. fifty-four rods to a torner ; thence 18J degrees 
E. one hundred thirty-seven rods to a corner ; thence N. 89i 
degrees E. thirty-five rods to a corner on the west side of 
Furnace Brook, formerly called Littleworth Brook ; thence S. 
11 degrees W. forty-three rods to a corner on the east bank 
of said brook ; thence N. 78 degrees E. fifty-seven rods ; thence 
N. 89A degrees E. forty-three rods to a turn near the burying- 
ground; thence N. 70 degrees E. eighteen rods; thence N. 78 
degrees E. thirty rods to a corner near the residence of John 
Mann ; thence N. 84 degrees E. one hundred ten rods to a 
corner by the Burnt Swamp three or four rods southeast of 
Richmond street; thence N. 38 degrees W. forty rods ; thence 
N. 6| degrees E. twenty-seven and one-half rods to a turn on 
the south side of the road leading easterly from Robinson's 
Bridge ; thence N. 12^ degrees E. forty-two and one-half rods 
to a turn near a rock ; thence N. 8 degrees W. sixty rods to a 
corner; thence N. 84J degrees W. about ninety-one rods to 
the middle of Taunton Great River; thence up stream by 
said river about two hundred thirty-one rods to the mouth of 
Trout or Poquoy Brook ; thence in line of Middleborough up 
stream by said brook to the line of Lakeville ; thence by the 
line of Lakeville S. 2^ degrees E. about eleven thousand one 
hundred seventy-eight feet to a turn on the west of the " High 
Stone " road ; thence S. degrees 53 minutes W. five thou- 
sand six hundred seventy-nine feet to a corner near Baiting 
Brook ; thence S. 54^ degrees W. eleven hundred feet to a 
turn ; thence S. 51^ degrees W. three hundred twenty-seven 
feet to a turn ; thence S. 58 degrees 25 minutes W. three 
hundred ninety-nine feet to a turn ; thence S. 66 degrees 50 
minutes W. five hundred feet to a turn near the Taunton and 
Lakeville Precinct Meeting House ; thence S. 77 degrees 6 
minutes W. nine hundred and twenty-one feet to a turn near 
Precinct street; thence S. 714- degrees W. seven hundred 
seven feet to a turn ; thence S. 69^ degrees W. three hun- 
dred thirty-two feet to a turn ; thence JS. 45 degrees 26 min- 
utes W. seven hundred sixty-nine feet to a corner ; thence 
crossing the road S. 48J degrees E. thirty-eight feet to a 
corner; thence S. 46 degrees 88 minutes W. one hundred 
twenty feet to a turn ; thence S. 52^ degrees W. three hun- 
dred sixteen and seven-twelfth feet to a turn ; thence S. 604 
degrees W. seven hundred four feet to a turn ; thence S. 
63|- degrees W. two hundred twenty-seven feet to a turn ; 
thence S. 69 degrees 25 minutes W. four hundred sixty-six 
feet to a turn ; thence S. 68f degrees W. nine hundred sev- 
enty feet to a turn ; thence S. 62f degrees W. one hundred 
ei^ty-six and one-half feet to a turn ; thence S. 67^ degrees 
W. one hundred thirty-one and one-half feet to a turn ; thence 
S. 58J degrees W, eighteen hundred fifty-five feet to a turn ; 
thence S. 66f degrees W. sixty-seven and one half feet to a 
turn : thence S. 66J degrees W. about two thousand three 
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hundred twenty-seven feet to the corner of Berkley; thence 
in line of Berkley N. 48 degrees W. six hundred rods to the 
old corner of Berkley ; thence N. 45 degrees W. seven hun- 
dred sixty-four rods to a turn near a large flat rock; thence 
N. 31 J degrjBes W. eighty-seven rods to a turn at Little 
Meadow Dam; thence N. 81 degrees W. two hundred 
seventy rods to a corner on the oank of Taunton Great 
River; thence to the centre of said river; thence down 
stream by said river to the mouth of Three Mile river; thence 
up stream by Three Mile River to a point in Mount Hope 
Factory Pond ; thence in line of town of Dighton N. about 
67| degrees W. about nine hundred forty-five rods to point of 
beginning. 

These limits have been greatly reduced from the earlier 
boundaries by the incorporation of Norton, Dighton, Easton 
and Raynham, which were organized from certain portions of 
the original territory of Taunton, and the purchases subse- 
quently made in addition thereto, 
originai The original bounds of the ancient town named Taunton, 

t>oiind8. but first bearing the name of " Cohannet," as laid out June 19, 

1640, were in the form of a rhombus, called " the oblong " 
or " long square," the sides of which were roughly estimated 
Location of eight miles in length. The corners of this " oblong " were the 
the corners of present southwest corner of Taunton adjoining Dighton and 
the "Oblong." Rehoboth, the southwest corner of Raynham adjoining Bridge- 
water and West Bridgewater, the corner formed by the ex- 
tension from the first corner north by west and from the second 
corner west by north in line of the present town boundaries to 
a point now in Mansfield, known as " Cobblers' Corners." The 
southeasterly corner was near the present corner, made by the 
boundaries of Lakeville, Freetown and Berkley, on the line of 
the ancient Indian trail (Myrick street) to Assonet. 
Report. The report of Miles Standish and John Brown, a commit- 

tee appointed to define these boundaries, is thus recorded. 

'^ The limits and bounds of the plantacon of the towne of Taunton als 
Cohannet, wthin the goument of Plymouth, bounded and ranged for 
length and breadth, by order of Court, by Miles Standish & John Browne, 
eentlem, assistants in the goument, the xixth day of June, ano Dm 1640, 
in the xvjth yeare of our souaine lord, Charles, &c., as followeth, vizs :-— 

Impris from two marked trees nere vnto Asonet, a neck of land being 
betweene Asonet and them, lying southerly, and from the said marked 
trees ranging east and by south foure miles, ranging also from the ex- 
tent of tne said foure miles north and by west; also from two markt 
trees neere the Three mile riuer, lying southerly of Taunton, the rang to 
runn foure miles west & by north ; and from the extent of this lastmenconed 
foure miles, the rang to runn north and by west eight miles ; moreou, 
from the extent of this eight miles range, then the range to runn on the 
east and by south line, to meete wth the former expressed north and by 
west lyne vpon a long square; alwayes puided, that if these ranges do 
not take in a place called Schadingmore Meddowes, the said Schading^ 
more Meddows to be included as belonging to the aforesaid towne of 
Taunton, with one thousand acrees of vpland neere and adjacent unto the 
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said meddowes ; prouided likewise, that these lines do not entitle the 
said towne of TauntoD to intermeddle wthin two miles of Teightaquid. 

MILES STANDISH, 
JOHN BROWN." 
2 Ply. Col. Rec. p. 99-100. 

The township was further enlarged southerly and easterly 
to the present easterly bounds of Raynham in small sections., Enlargement 
and in 1668 by what is known as the Taunton North Pur- towwd wgh* 
chase, and still further in 1672 by what is known as the ^"net. 
Taunton South Purchase, to which was added subsequently 
by conquest from the Indians the lands toward Assonet Neck. 
This large territorial domain continued until 1711, the north- set-offof 
erly precinct was incorporated under the following act : ' "" ^ 



"Norton." 



An Act For Raysing A New Town, By The Name Of Norton, Within 
The County Of Bristol. 

Whereas the tract of land commonly called and known by the name of 
the North Pnrchase, lying situate within the township of Taunton, in the 
County of Bristol, circumscribed within the lines and boundaries pre- 
scribed by a committee sometime since appointed by the general as- 
sembly, as follows : vizt., begiiming at the line between the two late col- 
onies of the Massachusetts and Plymouth, in the line of the said North 
Purchase and Attleborough ; from thence running southward to Reho- 
both, northeast comer; and from thence eastward, on the North Pur- 
chase line, to Taunton bound ; thence eastward to the mouth of the 
brooks called Burt's Brooke, and extending from the mouth of Burt's 
Brookt* to the bridge over the Mill River, neer William Witherela ; and 
from thence north-eastward to the North Purchase line ; and from the 
North Purchase line, the road that leads from the said bridge towards 
Boston to be the bounds, till it come to the line betwixt the two late col- 
onies aforesaid ; which line to be the bounds to Attleborough aforesaid, 
was set oif from Taunton, by and with the consent of that town, and, by 
an order of the general assembly, pass'd at their session in March, 1710, 
made a distinct and separate town from Taunton, containing a sufficient 
quantity of land and a competent number of inhabitants for that purpose, 
and named Norton, the fuU perfecting of the said grant being adjourned 
and referred to this present court; in pursuance, therefore, of the afore- 
recited order and grant, ^nd for the compleating and perfecting of the 

(Passed June 12, 1711.) 

And in 1712 the South Purchase was incorporated as a sep- 
arate town, called Dighton, but its bounds were not defined set-oflfof wgh- 
until January, 1745, as appears by the following act : ^^* 

An Act For Ascertaining The Bounds Of The Town Of Dighton, And 
For The Confirmation Of Their Powers And Privileges. 

Be it enacted, etc. 

(Sect. l.J That the bounds of the aaid town of Dighton shall be as 
follows ; vizt., beginning at a heap of stones by a rock near the waterside 
4m the westerly side of Broad Cove, and from thence running westerly to a 
heap of stones near Bristol old path ; and from thence westerly to a heap 
of stones near two miles from said Broad Cove, and then running north- 
erly about two miles to a stump of an ash tree ; thence west and by north, 
to Rehoboth ancient line, to a stake and stones about it, being the north 
corner of the town of Swanzey, and the southwest comer of the said 
town of Dighton ; thence northerly on a straight line to a marked tree, 
commonly called the " Horseshoe "; thence easterly by marked trees down 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



160 BOUNDARIES. 

to the Three-Mile River, so-called ; then with said river to Taunton 
Great River; then down Taunton Great River till it comes to the bounds 
first mentioned, together with Assonett Neck, so far northerlv as to come 
to the northerly bound of the land that was Mr. Edward Shove's ; and 
that the lands included within the bounds aforesaid shall always here- 
after be deemed a township by the name of Dighton as aforesaid, and 
that the inhabitants thereof be vested with the powers, privileges and 
immunities that the inhabitants of any of the towns within this province 
by law are or ought to be invested with, any law, order or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 
Passed January 8, 1744-45. 

The ancient town was again reduced in its domain in 1781 
Set-off of by ^he organization of Raynham under the following act : 

An Act For Dividing The Town Of Taunton, And Erecting A New 
Town There By The Name Of Raynham. 

Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Governour, Council and 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, 

(Sect. 1.) That the north-easterly part of Taunton, as hereafter 
bounded and described, be and hereby is set off and constituted a sep- 
arate township, by the name of Raynham ; the bounds of the said town- 
ship to be as followeth ; viz., on the east by the Bridgwater line; on the 
south by Taunton Great-River, including all the land of Lieutenant 
Ebenezer Robinson on the south-easterly or south side of sd river (except 
that peice of land by his saw-mill, near the furnace, which is in Middle- 
borough precinct); thence down said river to the bounds between the land 
of Thomas Dean and Nathaniel Williams, at the place called Shallow 
Water ; thence on a streight line to the east end of Prospect Hill, at the 
going over of the way: including within said new township all the land 
of Zephaniah Leonard, and that which was formerly Capt. James 
Leonard's, which joyneth to and is on the west side of said line, — which is 
to pay his proportion of all publick charges to said new township, — and 
excluding the land of Nathaniel Williams, join-to and on the east side 
of said line, — which is to pay his proportion of publick charges to the 
town of Taunton ; thence to run northerly by said way to the great cedar 
swamp at the going in of the great-island way ; thence to cross said 
island, and run streight to Easton line, at the nearest place; thence to 
run easterly by sd Easton line, until it comes to Bridgwater line, first 



mentioned : 
Passed April 2, 1731. 



• 



S^et-oflofBerk. following act 



And again in 1785 by the incorporation of Berkley by the 



An Act For Dividing The Towns Of Taunton And Dighton, And 
Erecting A New Town There By The Name Of Berkley. 

Be it therefore enacted ete. 

rSect. 1.) That the southerly part of Taunton, and the northerly part 
of Dighton, on the east side of the Great River, as hereafter bounded and 
described, be and hereby are sett off, constituted and erected into a sep- 
arate and distinct township, by the name of Berkley. 

(Sect. 2.) The bounds of the said township being as follows ; vizt., 
beginning at the Great River at a forked white-oak tree, at the landing- 
place between the land of Abraham Tisdal and Micah Pratt, and from 
thence, to extend on a streight line to a danmi, known by the name of 
Little Meadow Dam ; from thence to a rock with an heap of stones on it, 
in the said Little Meadow; from thence to extend on a streight line, until 
it intersects the line of the precinct, which includes part of Taunton and 
part of Middleborough, opposite to the dwelling-house of John Williams ; 
from thence, to extend on said precinct line to the maple tree, which is 
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the coraer bouuds of Middleborough, Freetown, Dighton and Taunton ; 
and from thence, bounded by Freetown, till it comes to a little knap or 
hillock of upland, being the bounds between Dighton, Freetown and 
Assonet Neck ; and then bounded by the land of Mr. Edward Shove, till 
it comes to Taunton River, and then bounded by said river, till it comes 
to the first mentioned bounds. 

(Sect. 3.) And that the inhabitants thereof be and hereby are vested 
and endowed with equal powers, privileges and immunities that the in- 
habitants of any of the other towns within this province are, or by law 
ought to be vested with. 

(Sect. 4.) It is to be understood that John Spurr, Nicholas Stevens, 
John Tisdale, Abraham Tisdale, Israel Tisdale and Ebenezer Pitts, and 
their families and estates, are not to be included in said township, and 
are to belong to the towns of Taunton and Dighton, as formerly. 

Passed April 18, 1735. 

The easterly portion of Norton was organized as a separate organi«ation 
town by the name of Easton, Dec. 21, 1725. of Easton. 

The new boundaries thus established by these excisions 
from the original domain remained substantially unchanged 
until 1879, when a portion known as Myricks was set off to 
Berkley by the following ^ct ; 

An Act to Set off a Part of the City of Taunton to the Town of ^^^ ^' 

. Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. All that part of the city of Taunton, with the inhabitants 
and estates therein, lying southerly of the following line, to wit : — Begin- 
ning at the easterly comer of the town of Berkley, thence running south 
forty-eight degrees east to a stake in the line of the town of Lakeville for 
a comer, is hereby set off from the city of Taunton and annexed to the 
town of Berkley. 

Approved April 1, 1879. 

Which leaves the present boundaries of Taunton according 
to the perambulations first described. 
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CITY OFFICERS. 



WHEN AND HOW ELECTED OR APPOINTED. 

Assessors. — Elected in January by concurrent vote of the 
city council for three years, one each year. 

City Clerk. — Elected in January by the city council in 
joint convention. 

City Treasurer and Collector of Taxes. — Elected in Janu- 
ary by the city council in joint convention. 

Chief of Police and Deputies. — Appointed by the mayor 
and aldermen. 

City Physician. — Appointed by the mayor and aldermen 
for three years. 

City Messenger. — Elected in January by the city council in 
joint convention. 

Constables. — Appointed by the mayor and aldermen. 

City Solicitor. — Elected in January by the city council in 
joint convention. 

Chief Engineer of the Fire Department. — Elected by the 
city council in joint convention for four years. 

Assistants in the Fire Department. — Elected by the city 
council in joint convention, in January. 

Commissioners of Sinking Funds. — One elected in January 
of each year by concurrent vote of the city council, for three 
years. 

City Weighers. — Appointed by the mayor and aldermen. 

Fence Viewers^ Pound Keepers and Field Drivers. — Elec- 
ted by the city council in joint convention. 

Fish Wardens. — Elected by the mayor and aldermen. 

Board of Health. — One appointed in January of each year 
by the mayor and aldermen, for two years. 

Board of Overseers of the Poor.— One elected each year 
in January, for three years, by the concurrent vote of the 
city council. 

Election Officers (Wardens^ Clerks and Inspectors'). — Ap- 
pointed in September of each year, by the mayor and 
aldermen. 

Inspector of Milk, — Appointed by the mayor and aldermen. 

Inspector of Petroleum. — Appointed by the mayor and 
aldermen. 
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Inspector of Provisions. — 

Mayor^ Aldermen^ Common Councilmen. — Elected annually 
by the voters on the Tuesday after the first Monday in 
December. 

Police. — Appointed by the mayor and aldermen. 

Registrars of Voters. — Appointed in March or April for 
three years. 

Superintendent of Streets. — Elected in January by the city 
council in joint convention. 

Superintendent of Schools. — Elected in June by the school 
committee. 

Superintendent of Fire Alarm Telegraph. — Elected for four 
years, in January, by concurrent vote oi the city council. 

Superintendent of Cemeteries and Burial Grounds. — ^Elec- 
ted by the city council in joint contention. 

Sealer of Weights and Measures. — Appointed by the mayor 
and aldermen in March or April. 

School Committee. — Elected by the voters on the Tuesday 
after the first Monday in December, for three years. 

Trustees of the Public Library. — Elected by the city council 
in convention, for three years ; two each year. 

Truani Officers. — Appointed by the school committee. 

Water Commissioners. — One elected for three years, in 
January of each year, by the city council in convention. 

Clerk of the Water Commissioners. — Elected annually by 
said commissioners. 

Wood Measurers and Surveyors of Lumber. — Elected by the 
city council in convention. 
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HISTORICAL 



LIST OF 



SELECTMEN, TOWN CLERKS ^ND TREASURERS, 

AND OF MBMBBBS OF THB 

CITY COUNCIL OF TAUNTON 

SINCE THE ADOPTION OF THB CITY CHABTBB 

JUNE 6, 1864. 
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TOWN CLERKS. 
FROM THE YEAR 1645 TO 1865. 



Parker, William .... in 1645 and probably earlier 

PuRCHis, Oliver 1654 to 1664-65 

WiLBORE, Shadrach 1665 to 1702 

Leonard, Thomas 1702 to 1708 

WiLBORE, John 1708 to 1725 

WiLBORE, Benjamin 1725 to 1740 

Williams, James, Sr., 1740 to 1775 

Williams, James, Jr., 1776 to 1821 

Williams, Alfred 1821 to 1835 

Anthony, Edmund 1835 to 1845 

Monroe, Francis S 1845 

Ellis, James P 1846 to 1855 

Brewster, William 1855 to 1858 

Porter, Henry C 1858 to Sept. 1862 

Cushman, James M 1862 to 1865 

The term of office of the earlier town clerks are in some cases only 
approximate. The act creating the office of town clerk was not passed 
until 1846, previous to this date we find certain persons styled, in old 
documents relating to town affairs, as keeper of the records. 



TOWN TREASURERS. 
FROM THE YEAR 1757 TO 1865. 



White, Samuel 1757 

Williams, Benjamin 1764 to 1772, 1774 

Godfrey, George 1775 

Crocker, Samuel 1805 to 1822 

Seaver, John . . . . . . . . 1822 to 1825 

Reed, William . . . 1825 

Hodges, James L 1826 

Baylies, John 1827 to 1834 

Woodward, Calvin 1834 to 1838 

Anthony, EiMUND 1838 to 1844 

White, Lemuel L 1844 to 1847 

Porter, Charles 1847 to 1853 

Ellis, James P 1853 and 1854 

Atwood, George B • 1855 and 1856 

Wilbar, Joseph E 1857 

Tinkham, Samuel M. 1858 

Brewster, Philip T 1859 to 1863 v^Q^Tp 

Washburn, George A 1863 and 1864 ^ 



>gi 
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CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR. 

Washburn, George A 1865 to Dec. 1891 

Temple, Edward H Dec 1891 to 



CITY CLERKS. 

CusHMAN, James M. 1865 to 1886 

Tetlow, Edwin A 1886 to 
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SELECTMEN OF TAUNTON. 

FROM 1645 TO 1865. 



Andrews, Henry 1645 to 1640 

Andrews, John . . .1726, '28, to '31, 

'84, '35 

Anthony, Edmund 1803 to '09 

Barney, Elisha 1773 to 76 

Briggs, Nathaniel 1779, '80 

Barney, Jacob 1801 to '04 

Brewer, Daniel, Jr.,. 1811, '12 

Bassett, David 1845 

Briggs, Abram. 1864 

Babbitt, Ziba 1855 

Blake, Samuel 1755 

Case, Edward 1645, '47, '48 

Grossman, Robert. . . .1710, '13, '14 

Cobb, Morgin, Jr 1721, '22, '24 

Cobb, Morgan 2nd 1736, '40 

Cobb, Richard 176.^, '70 

Cobb, Ebenezer 1773 to '75 

Canady, Noble 1845 

Crocker, Samuel L 1846 to '49 

Carrier, Isaac G 1856 to '63 

Dean, John 1657 

Deane, Walter. . .1645, '47 to '50 ; 
'51, '56, '66 to '69, '71 to '86 

Dean, Thomas 1693, '94, '97 

Dean, Ezra 1702 

Dean, John 1719, '20, '23 

Dean, Israel . .1726, '31, '33, '38, '39 
Dean, Ebenezer, 1760, '61, '80, '88 

to '96 
Dean, Benjamin, Jr.,. . .1772 to '75 

Dean, Solomon 1779 

Dean, Noah 1780 

Dean, Joseph 1797 to 1804 

Dean, Philip 1811 to '23 

Dean, Robert 1813 

Dean, Joseph, Jr., 1824 to '28 

Dennis, John P 1829 to '31 



Gilbert, Thomas 1648, '51, '96, '99, 

1702, '08, '07 to '13, '15, '18 

Godfrey, Richard, Jr., 1755, '60 to 

'66, '68, '70, f73 to '77 

Godfrey,' Richard 1728, '40 

Godfrey, George 1788 to '91 

Godfrey, John 1805 to '12 

Hall, George. .1645, '56, '57, '66 to 

'69 

Harvey, William. 1666 to 70, 72 to 

'83, '86 to 91 

Hathaway, John 1681 to '84 

HaU, Lieut. John. .1684 to '86, '91, 

'92 

Hodges, Henry 1687 to 1701, '03 to 

[Three persons '05, '07 to '09, '11 

o/thM namcl to '16, '31 to '35, '37 

to '39, '55, '62, '63, '68, '70 

Harvey, Thomas. .1696, '98 to 1720 

Hart, James 1792 to '96 

Hix, Gideon 1798, '99 

Haskins, William 1844 

Hall, Andrew S 1846 to '51 

Ingalls, Jonathan, Jr., 1797 to 1800 
Jones, Abraham. . .1710, '20 to '23 

King, Philip 1695, '96, '98 

King, John .1721, '22, '24, 

'27 
Keith, Edwin 1851, to '54 

Leonard, Thomas. .1680 to '86 '89 

to '92 
Leonard, Thomas , Jr. .1707 to '09, 

'43 

Leonard, James. . . 1689 to '95, '97, 

'98, 1703, '05, '06, '08 to '10 

[Three persons. . .'17, '20 to 23, 36, 

of this name}..: .'43, '65, '66, '88 to 

'91 
Leonard, Samuel 1721 to '24 
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Leonard, Ichabod 1773 to 76 

'93 to '06 
Leonard, Ichabod, Jr. . .1814 to '25 

Lincoln, Elijah 1777, '79 

Leonard, ApoUos 1777, 79, '80 

Lincohi, Rufus 1792 to '96 

Leonard, Nathaniel. .1796 to 1800 

'05 to '11 
Lincohi, Gen. Thomas. .1812 to '21 

Lincoln, Ichabod 1826 to '31 

Macey, Lieut. George 1648, '50, 

'58, 70, '72 to '86 

Mason, John. . . .1718, '19, '23, '26, 

'27, '29 to '31, '33, '34 

Merick, Isaac 1728 

Macomber, Josiah- . .1762, '63, '65 

Macomber, Abiel 1801, '02 

Morse, Elias A, . . . . 1850, '52 to '57 

Macomber, William F 1852 to 

'54 

Oh)ey, Otis 1645 

Pole, Capt. William.... 1656, '57 

Parker, William .1645, '49, '50, '51, 

'57, '58 

Purchis, Oliver 1647 to 1652 

Pratt, Samuel 1724 

Pitts, Samuel 1726, '29 to 31, 

'33, '38, '39 

Padelford, Seth 1792 

Paulf, Jeremiah, 1810 

Presbrey, Allen . . .1841 to '43, '55 

to '64 
Presbrey, Charles 1844 

Richmond, John 1670 

Reed, John 1722, 1804 to '09 

Strong, John 1645, '47 

Smith, Samuel 1676 to 79 

Smith, John. . .1694, '96, '99, 1702, 
'12, '14, '15, '17, '18 

The term of office of some of the earlier selectmen is only approximate, 
and the names of many are unknown. 



Smith, Job 1789 to '92 

Staples, Samuel, Jr . . . .1813 to '21 

Sumner, Seth 1814 

Seaver, William. . . .1825 to '34, '45 

to 49 
Short, Luther L 1838 to '40 

Tisdall, John, Sr 1650, '58, 72 

to '75 

Thrasher, Israel 1695, 1706 

Talbut, Jared 1706 

Tisdale, Israel 1755 to '60, '62 

to '65 

Thayer, William 1772 

Tisdale, James 1793 to '97 

Tisdale, Joseph 1797 to 1800 

Tubbs, Isaac 1800 to '02 

Tillinghast, Nicholas. .1801 '02, '04 
Williams, Richard. . . .1645, '47 to 
'52, '56, '66 to '69, 71 to '77 
Wyatt, Left. James .... 1648 to '52, 
'56, '57 
Williams, Abiathar. . . .1816 to '24 
Wilbur, Joseph.... 1832 to '44 

Walker, George, Jr 1832 to '47 

White, Stephen L 1835 to '43, 

'58, '59 

White, Cornelius 1860 to '64 

Williams, James M 1851 

Williams, Nathan S 1864 

Williams, Thomas 1695 to '97, 

'99 to 1705 

Willis, Joseph 1702 

Wetherell, John 1704 

White, Nicholas 1704, '13 to 

'15, '17 

Williams, John 1718 

Williams, Seth 1720, '27, '40 

Wilbore, Benjamin . . .1727, '29, '30 
Walker, James 1649, '50, '51 
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MAYORS OF TAUNTON. 



For the Years 

Alger, Arthur M 1890 

Babbitt, Francis S 1891, 1892 

Babbitt, George H 1874, 1875, 1876 

Bennett, Edmund H 1865, 1866, 1867 

CusHMAN, Horatio L 1883 

Fox, William H 1873 

Godfrey, Everett D Ib87 

Hanson, Charles F 1884, 1886 

Hall, Richard Henry 1886, 1888, 1889 

Johnson, Charles F 1880, 1881, 1882 

Mitchell, Daniel L 1870, 1871, 1872 

Paige. Onias S 1877, 1878, 1879 

Rhodbs, Stephen H 1868,.1'869 



ALDERMEN. 



For the Yearp 

Alger, Arthur M 1884 

Allen, Wilbur F 1876 

Anthony, Charles S 1888, 1889 

Anthony, James Y 1881 

Atwood, Charles H c 1873, 1874 

Atwood, Henry D 1882 

Baker, William S 1880, 1881 

Barker, Anson J 1865, 1866 

Babbitt, Francis S 1887 

Barrows, George W 1883 

Bent, William H 1877, 1878 

Bliss, Asaph L 1876 

Bos WORTH, Benjamin S 1880, 1881, 1882, 1883 

BoswoRTH, Frederick L 1873, 1874 

BoswoRTH, James H 1884 

Burt, Jacob 1869 

Carey, Daniel 1885, 1886 

Chace, John B 1866, 1867 

Champlin, Alexander H 1869 

Church, LeBaron B 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1873, 1874 

Church, Joh.v H: 1870 

Clark, Albert M 1890, 1891, 1892 

Colby, Henry W 1886, 1887 

Codding, James H 1873 

Grossman, Nathaniel J 1885, 1886 

Corr, Peter H 1888 

Grossman, Edgar L 1891, 1892 

Culver, Henry S 1879, 1882, 1890 

CusHMAN, Horatio L 1877, 1878 

Da VOL, Albert D 1872, 1883 j 
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Dean, Charles E 1877 

Dean, N. Bradford 1876 

Eddy, John H 1874 

Eldridge, John H 1887, 1888 

Elmes, George N 1889 

Evans, James M 1871 

Falvey, Thomas O 1877, 1878, 1880 

Fish, Frank L 1883, 1891 

Fuller, Henry J 1872 

Gaffney, William H 1892 

Godfrey, Everett D 1884, 1885 

Hart, John W 1875, 1876 

Harris, Henry S 1875 

Harvey, Ruel 1875 

Harvey, George B 1884, 1885 

Hathaway, Joseph W 1880, 1881 

HiGGiNS, Leonard B 1886, 1886, 1887, 1888 

Hodgman, Willis K 1891, 1892 

Holland, John 1873 

Hoye, Michael J , 1881, 1882, 1883 

Hoye, Thomas F 1891, 1892 

HjjsBAND, Charles 1874 

Johnson, Charles F 1878, 1879 

Johnson, Charles L 1891, 1892 

King, Jahaziah S. Jr 1871, 1872 

King, Silas S 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, 187U 

Lane, Samuel Ib82 

Leonard, Nathaniel B 1867 

Lincoln, G. Arthur 1888, 1889, 1890, 1891 

Lincoln, Martin J 1880, 1881, 1882 

Lovering, Charles L 1865, 1866, 1869, 1870, 1871 

Lovering, Henry M 1872 

Lovering, William M * 1890 

Macdonald, John C 1880 

McAusland, William 1889 

Mitchell, Daniel L 1868, 1869 

Morris, Benjamin 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1889, 1890 

Murphy, Joseph 1870, 1871, 1873, 1874, 1879 

Murphy, William B 1876 

Nelson, Moses 1879 

Newbury, Thompson 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869 

O'Hearne, John, Jr, 1886, 1887, 1888 

Paige, Onias S 1875 

Parker, Abel W 1875, 1876 

Paull, Alfred 1873, 1875, 1876 

Perrin, Parley 1 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872 

Pierce, Stephen ... .1871 

Pratt, Franklin 1877, 1878 

Rand, Nathan 1865 

Reed, Edgar H 1865, 1866 

Rhodes, Stephen H 1867 

Richmond, Charles E 1879 

Richmond, Chahles R 1877 

Seaver, George F 1871, 1872 

Short, Henry A 1891, 1892 

Short, Leonard L 1870 

Smith, Paran F 1868 

SouLE, Leander 1868 

Sprague, Walter S 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1883 

Stall, Alfred V 1887, 1888 

Staples, Ariel B 1886 

Swan. William W 1872 

Temple, Edward H 1889, 1890 
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Thornton, Charles 1886 

Thomas, John L 1892 

TiDD, Joseph S 1883, 1884 

TiNKHAM, William 1869, 1870, 1871 

ToLMAN, Elijah 1878, 1881 

Walker, George G 1866, 1867, 1868 

Walker, James G 1873, 1874 

Walker, William L 1875, 1876 

Washburn, Otis 1879 

WiLBCR, George 1884, 1885 

WiLLARD, A. Lyman 1877, 1878, 1879, 1882 

White, Cornelius 1865 

Williams, Alexander H 1884, 1885 

Williams, A. Gilbert 1889, 1890 

Williams, Arthur K 1887, lb88, 1889, 1890 

Williams, Nathan S 1865, 1875, 1880 

Wood, Cornelius 1877, 1878, 1883 

Woodward, Ezra P 1872 

Woodward, George M 1870 

Woodward, James A. B 1874 



COMMON COUNCILMEN. 



Albro, James D 1866, '66 

Allen, Wilbur F 1875 

Anthony, Charles S. . 1886, '86, '87 

Anthony, James Y 1879, '80 

Austin, Frederick E 1889, '90 

Austin, WilUam W 1891 

Alden, John C 1890, '91 

Abbott, John A 1890 

Atwood, Charles H 1872 

Baker, Benjamin H 1867 

Baker, Charles F 1881, '82 

Baker, Thomas 1890 

Baker, Timothy C . 1874, 75, 76, '81 

Baker, William H 1870, 71 

Baker, William S.1876, 77, 78, 79 

Babbitt, David D 1886, '87 

Barker, John J 1877, 78, 79 

Barker, Owen 1888 

Barrows, George W 1881, '82 

Bassett, Eustus C 1880 

Bassett; James T. . . . 1872, '73, '74 
Bearse, Thomas R.1868, '69, 78, '79 

Blake, Alden H 1888, '89 

Bliss, Asaph L 1875 

Bliss, Shubael P * . . 1875 

Bliss, Zenas F 1866 

Bo3worth, Benjamin S 1874 

Bosworth, James H 1882, '83 

Bowen, William C 1883, '84 

Boylan, John N 1887 

Brammer, George F 1891 

Brady, Connor 1868 



Briggs, Artemas 1865 

Brown, Frederick V 1888, '89 

Brown, John E. . . 1873, 74, 75, 76 

Brown, William H .1867 

Burbank, Henry J 1878, 74 

Carey, Daniel. 1880, '81, '82, '83, '84 

Carter, John T 1865 

Champlin, Alexander H 1867 

Chace, John C 1880 

Chace, Frank K. 1883, '84, '85, '86 
Chase, Timothy C. . .1886, '87, '88 

Church, John H 1867 

Church, William B 1878 

Claffey, James T 1885 

Clark, Albert M . . . . 1886, '87, '89 

Clark, Nathan 1865, '66 

Cleary, James H 1887 

Cobb, Ebenezer 1876 

Conaty, Patrick 1876, '77 

Conefy, James F 1882, '83 

Conatv, Francis P 1878 

Congdon, George A 1881 

Coombs, Joseph E 1891, '92 

Corr, Peter fl 1888, '84, '85 

Cottrell, Thomas B 1883 

Colby, Henry W.1883, '84, '85, '90, 
'91 '92 

Cowing, William M 1869 

Crane, George A 1870, 71 

Crapo, Henry G 1890 

Crapo, Nicholas N 1871 

Grossman, Edgar L. .1884, '86^0 
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Crossman, Job B 1871, 72 

Grossman, Nathaniel J.. 1882, '83, 

'84 

Culver, Henry S 1876, 77, 78 

Cushman, David B 1872 

Cushman, Horatio L 1876 

Cushman, William H 1877 

Dary, Edwin A 1890, '91, '92 

Dary, Marcus A 1888, '89, '92 

Davenport, William R. . .1866, '67, 

'68 '69 '70 

Davol, Albert D 1869^ 70 

Dean, Charles E 1875 

Dean, Ebenezer A. . .1890, '91, '92 

Dean, George E 1891, '92 

Dean, James H. .1867, '68, '69, '72, 
73, '74, 75, '81, '86, '87 

Dean, Silas 1869 

Dean, William E 1876, '77 

Dexter, Joseph R 1891, '92 

Dunbar, Frederick S 1892 

Dunbar, Joseph 1881 

Dunlap, John F 1878 

Eaton, Osborne E 1884 

Eddy, Forace M 1890 

Eddy, Saul W 1874 

Eldridge, John H 1885, '86 

Ellam, George 1887, '88, *SU 

Emery, Francis W. R. . . .1891, '92 

Evans, James M 1870 

Fairbanks, Crawford M 1871 

Falvey, Thomas 1875 

Fay, Edward A 1888, '89 

Field, Herbert H .1891 

Field, John 1880 

Fisher, A. Allen 1885, '86 

Fisher, Gustavus T. .1886, '87, '88, 
'89 '90 

Finn, John C 1888, '89*, '90 

Fitzgerald, Edward F.1890, '91, '92 

Francis, Laurens N 1879, '80 

Frasier, Philip A 1868, 1869 

Franks, John T. .1889, '90, '91, '92 

Fuller, Henry J 1869, '70, 71 

Foster, Charles. .1865, '66, '68, '69, 

'81, '82, '83 

Gaffney, JohnP 1891 

Gaffney, William H 1890 

Gallagher, Charles 1870 

Galligan, Edward. . T. . .1868, 1869 

Galligan, James, J 1877 

Galligan, James P. . . . 1873, 74, 75 

Galligan, John H 1876 

Galligan, Owen 1874, '79 

Godfrey, Charles L. .1890, '91, '92 

Godfrey, Everett D. .1875, 76, 78 

*79 '80 

Godfrey, Horatio . 1881, '82, '83! '84 

Godfrey, Job M 1865 

Geogan, John 1884, '85, '86 

Greenwood, Francis X 1892 

Gulliver, Calvin N 1887, '88 

Hall, Andrew H 1866, '67 



Hall, Horace M 1868 

Hall, Richard Henry 1872 

Hall, Theodore P. 1879 

Hall, Herbert E 1892 

Hanrahan, James 1869 

Harvey, Ruel 1865, '66, '67 

Haskins, Julius C 1868, '69 

Haskins, Urial M 1885, '86 

Haskins, Edwin 1877 

Harris, Henry S 1873, 74 

Hart, John W 1865, '70, 71 

Hart, Chester S 1891, '92 

Hathaway, Frederick . 1865, 74, 75 
Hathaway, Joseph W. 1865, '69, 79 
Hathaway, William B. . .1891, '92 

Hathaway, Benjamin B 1871 

Hills, Edwin M 1883, '84 

Healey, Michael 1885, '86, '87 

Hodgman, Willis K 1889, '90 

Holland, John 1872 

Hodges, Zephaniah 1875 

HoUoway, George H 1870, 71 

Holt, E. Clarence. . . .1887, '88, '89 

Holt, Noah H 1885 

Hoye, Michael J 1880 

Hoye, Thomas F.1887, '88, '89, '90 

Hunt, James 1878 

Hunt, Joseph S 1886 

Husband, Charles 1868 

Jackson, Elisha T 1877 

Johnson, Charles L. .1885, '86, '87, 

'88, '89 

Johnson, David 1889 

Kehoe, John 1884, '85, '8« 

Keith, Edwin. . . .1865, '66, '67, 73 
Kennedy, WilUam F.1878, 79, '80, 

'81, '82 

Kiernan, Bernard E 1880 

King, Earl 1886 

King, Charles 1 1887, '88 

King, George P 1875, 76, 78 

Kinnicut, Josiah.1877, 78, 79, '80 

Knapp, Arthur B. . , 1881 

Lawrence, Nathan 1868 

Lawton, William C 1879 

Lane, Gamaliel 1880, '81, '82 

Ijeach, Arunah A 1884, '85 

Leach, Henry B 1878 

Leach, Thomas 1875 

Lemaire, Noah 1889 

Leddy, Andrew 1874 

Leach, Isaac W 1869 

Leonard, Nathaniel B 1865 

Leonard, Manlius B 1873 

Lewis, Horace 1871, '72 

Lincoln, Charles H 1881 

Lincoln, G. Arthur 1886, '87 

Lincoln, G. Everett 1872 

Lincoln, J. Mordecai 1881 

Lincoln, James H. . ..1887, '88, '89 

Lincoln, Martin J 1879 

Lincoln, John W 1880, '81, '82 

Lincoln, Pahner 1870 
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Lovering, Henry M. . .1868, '69, 70 
Macomber, Arthur W. . . .1877, 78 

Macomber, Joseph L 1867, *68 

Macomber, Charles H 1872, 73, 74 

♦Mason, Charles E 1889 

Mason, Charles R. . . . 1880, '81, '82 

Mason, Frederick. . .1876, '77, '78, 

79, 80, '81 

Mason, Nathaniel S 1865, '66 

Maltby, Edward B 1878 

Marley, Thomas C 1882 

McCarthy, John M 1887, '88 

McCarthy, James 1873, '75 

McCormick, Thomas E 1881 

Macdonald, John A. ..1881, '88, '89, 

'90 

' McDuffie, Charles D 1889 

McAusland, William 1888 

McDonald, John C. . .1870, 71, '76 

Mehegan, Dennis J. 1871, '72 

Merrill, Hezekiah L 1880 

Messinger, J. Alfred. .1889, '90 '91 

'92 

Monroe, Charles A 1881, '82 

Monroe, Charles E 1870, '71 

Monroe. Francis S 1872 

Miller, Samuel 1868 

Morris, Benjamin. . . .1880, '81 '82, 

'83 

Moore, Millard F 1878 

Morse, Erastus 1870, '72 

Morse, Jason 1873, '74, 75 

Murphy, John 1881 

Murphy, William B. .1866, '67, 73, 
'74, 75 

Noyes, George K 1883, '84 

Nelson, Moses 1867, '68 

O'Connor, John J 187tt, 77 

O'Hearne, John 1882 

O'Hearne, John Jr 1883, '84 

Padelford, David 1879 

Paige, Nomus 1869 

Paige, Onias S 1872, 73, '74 

Padelford, Ebenezer 1866 

Parker, Abel W 1872 

PauU, Albert M 1891, '92 

Paull, Alfred .1868 

PauU Charles H 1871 

Paull, Charles F 1875 

Paull, Frank 1879, '80 

Peck, Clarence A 1887, '88 

Perkins, David D 1870, 71 

Perry, James E 1880, '81 

Pierce, Elkanah 1867 

Pierce, Herbert N. . .1888, '89, '90, 
'91 '92 

Pierce, Oliver A 1872, '73 

Pierce, Perry E 1877, 78, 79 

Pierce, Stephen 1866, '70 

PleadweU, William H 1876 

Place Alfred C 1879 

*To fill vacancy. 



Power John 1876, '77 

Phillips, William H 1866 

Pratt, Franklin .^ 1876 

Presbrey, Joseph L 1866 

Presbrey, William B 1866 

Paull, John 1866 

Porter, Edmund W. .1866, '67, '68, 
'72, '73 

Pratt Horatio 1866 

Pratt, Nehemiah B 1867, '68 . 

Presbrey, Billings T 1869, '70 

Quilleo, William 1882 

Quinn, John 1878 

Radley, John 1866, '67 

RafEerty, Matthew 1892 

Rankin, WiUiam H 1877 

Reed, Charles A 1879 

Rhodes, George H. . .1877, '78, 79, 
'80, 81, '82, '83, '84, '85, '86 

Rhodes, Marcus M 1866 

Rhodes, Stephen H 1870 

Richmond, Charles E . .1873, '74, 75, 

76, '77 

Robinson, John D. . .1886, '87, '88 

Robinson, Samuel W 1879, '80, 

'81, '82, '83, 84, '85 

Robinson, Winthrop A. .1879, '80, 

'82, 83, '89, '00 

Roach, Edward F 1891, '92 

Rose, Maurice 1891, '92 

Sanford, John E. . 1866 '66, '67, '68, 
'69, '70, 71, 72, 73, 77, '78 

Seaver, George F 1870 

Simmons, Abram 1877 

Soper, Lysander 1871, '72 

Soule, Leander 1867 

Southworth, Henry K 1866 

Short Leonard L 1867, '68 

Short, Henry A 1882, '89, '90 

Scott, Crysis T 1887 

Sprague, Edgar R. . .1882, '83, '84 

Sprague, Walter S 1877, 78 

Sprague, William G. .1886, '87, '88 

Sproat, James H 1865 

Sproat, William B 1871 

Stall, Alfred V 1885, '86 

Staples Abiel B 1877, 78 

Staples, Sylvanus N. .1867, '68, '69 

Stephens, Charles E 1867 

Stephens, Charles H 1873, '74 

Stoddard, William. . .1884, '85, '86 
Stanley, Jonathan J. .1866, '67, '68 
Swan, William W. . .1869, '70, 71 

Tetlow, Edwin A 1884, '85 

Thayer, Frederick 1873, '74 

Thayer, Henry A 1865 

Thayer, Otis A 1882, '83 

Thayer, Peter C 1868, '69, '76 

Thomas, John L 1891 

Thornton, Charles 1885 

Tidd, Joseph S 1879, '80 

Tinkham, James A.. .1871, '72, '77 
Tinkham, William 1878 
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Thomas, Nelson .^ 1877 

Tisdale, E. Dawes 1866 

Townsend, Ripley W 1884, '85, 

'86, '87 '88, '89 
Townsend, Samuel R.. 1873, '74, '75 

Trefethen, Daniel A 1884, '85 

Vaughn, Peter M 1871, '72 

Walker, Frederick A 1888, '89 

Walker, Benjamin L 1873, '74 

Walker, James G 1872 

Walker, William L 1873, '74 

Wastcoat, David W 1870 

Walker, George G 1885 

Welch, John 1876 

White, Harrison G. O 1871 

White Charles P 1875 

White, William L. Jr. . . . 1869, '70 

White, Lloyd E 1890 

Washburn. Otis 1874, '75, '76 

Washburn, George A 1892 



Wilbur, George E 1883 

Wilbur, J. W. L 1865, '66, '76 

Wilmarth, Learned J 1866, '67 

Williams, A. Gilbert. .1882, '83, '84 

Williams, Elisha 1865 

Williams, George. . ...1866, '67, '68 

Williams, Asa 1873 

Williams, Alexander H. .1873, '74, 
75, '76 

Williams, George 1891, '92 

Williams George F 1887, '88 

Williams, John A 1869 , 70 

Williams, John Tyler 1872 

Williams, Edward M. . 1884, '85, '86 

William, Philip 1879, '80 

Williams, Robert 1871, 72 

Willard, A. Lyman 1876 

Wood Cornelius 1876 

Wood WilliamH 1883 

Woodward, Ezra P. . .1865, '66, 71 
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See ali^o Finance. 



ABATEMENT 

of nuisances by board of health 
of unsafe building 

sewer assessment 

taxes, when to be made 
to be recorded 

how acted upon by assessors 
ABSENTEES FROM SCHOOL. See Truants. 
ABUTTORS, notice to 

in layout of drains and sewers 
of streets . . . 

of sidewalks .... 

ACCOUNTS AND COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS. 

Committee appointed .... 

general duties of .... 

to examine pay rolls weekly . 

to examine other accounts and claims 

to certify from what appropriation bills are to be paid 

city clerk to record bills allowed 

bills not to be allowed unless certified 

certain accounts excepted 

city clerk to be clerk of committee 

his duties as clerk of committee 

to report to city council when so requested . 

to transmit bills to city treasurer 

for months of January. February, March and April 

monthly bills to be filed with the clerk of 

when and how such bills are to be filed with . 

pay rolls — when to be filed with 

city treasurer's books under direction of 

to be notified when appropriation is exhausted 

interest and principal of a city debt may be paid without the action of 

to examine and cancel all coupons for interest 

to examine and cancel all notes and bonds paid 

bills not to be paid unless allowed by 

exceptions ..... 

due the city, collection of . . . 

ACTS 

of the legislature. See City Charter ; Special Acts ; Statutes 

RELATING TO THE ClTY 

ACCOUNT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 

to be published annually ...... 

ACTIONS. See City Solicitor. 

ADVERTISING ORDINANCES. 

in newspapers ........ 

ADMINISTRATIVE affairs 

how vested ........ 

ALARM. See Fire Alarm. 
[12] 
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PAGE 

ALDERMEN. See Mayor akd Aldbbmen. 

election of . • . . . . . . 2, 14 

term of office ......... 15 

special meetings called by the mayor ..... 16 

not to be elected to or to hold a salaried city office . . » .18 

ALDERMEN, BOARD OF 

to consist of 8 members ; to be sworn ; quorum of . .13 

to examine copies of election records . . . . .15 

to notify mayor and school committee of their election . . 15 

chairman of the . . . . . > . 16 

records of meetings to be kept ...... 16 

to judge of the election of its own members . . . .16 

the mayor to preside in ....... 17 

in case of vacancy in, or failure to elect . . . . .16 

city clerk to be clerk of ....... 18 

to have power to confirm or reject appointment . . . .17 

to approve appointment of engineers of engine houses . . .75 

may grant hackney carriage licenses ..... 87 

may establish fares for hackney carriages . . .88 

may license junk dealers and inspect their books . . . .90 

may lay main drains, and sewers, and assess therefor . . 107, 108 

may grant permits to enter sewer ...... 108 

may lay out streets, etc . . . . . .117 

to establish bounds ; grade ....... 117 

to establish grade of and close up streets opening into public streets . 118 

may order buildings to be numbered . . . .118 

may establish sidewalks . . . . . .118 

may assess abutters for sidewalks . . . . . .119 

to direct superintendent of streets in control of sidewalks . 119, 120 

may order private ways to be closed . . . . . .118 

to have direction and control of street lights . . . . .120 

to determine streets to be watered and assessment therefor . . 123 

Mayor and Aldermek 

with common council to form the city council . . .13 

to issue warrants for meetings and elections . . . .14 

to appoint and remove constables and police . . . . 4, 16 

to prepare list of jurors ....... 5 

to lay out, alter, and discontinue streets . . . . 5, 20, 116 

may establish sewers, etc. . . . . 5, 20, 107 

to license undertakers ........ 63 

may discharge officers and members of the fire department . . .73 

may approve appointments in the fire department . . . .76 

may permit fire companies to leave the city . . . . .77 

may license sale and firing of guns, toy pistols, etc. . . . .81 

may license keeping and sale of explosives . . . .81 

to appoint and remove board of health . . . . .84 

to approve hackney carriage license bonds ..... 88 

to assign stands for . . . . . . . .88 

to prescribe conditions for moving buildings . . . . .124 

to prescribe conditions for digging up streets, etc. .... 124 

to grant permits for signs and awnings ..... 125 

to designate streets in which snow and ice shall be removed . . . 126 

may grant licenses for stands, booths, etc. in streets .... 126 

to designate places for sale of wood and hay in streets . . . 126 

to designate places for sale of swine in streets .... 126 

may license posting of show bills, etc. ...... 128 

to determine street line in case of erection of fence or building thereon . 126 

ALEWIVES. See Special Acts. Statutes 

ALMSHOUSE 

cityiphysician to attend sick at the . 
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AMENDMENTS TO CITY CHARTER. See City Charter. 
ANIMALS 

not to be permitted to go at large 

not to be fastened to shade trees, etc. . 

when dead not to be cast into river, streets, etc. 
APPOINTMENTS 

mayor to make .... 

to again appoint within one month if rejected 
APPORTIONMENT 

of taxes ..... 
of sewer assessment 
APPROPRIATIONS 

annual estimate to be made 

monthly report to be made of the standing of 
famished to the city council 

when expended .... 

when exhausted . . . 

for water works, certain charges against 
ASHES 

not to be deposited in streets. . 
ASSESSMENTS 

for drains and sewers and collection . 

no person shall use sewer without payment of 

damages and benefits by layout of streets, etc. 

of expense of sidewalk construction 

not to exceed one per cent, of valuation of estate 

to be certified to the city treasurer 

procedure in street watering . 
ASSESSORS AND BOARD OF ASSESSORS 

election of and term of office . 

in case of vacancy in board of . 

mayor formerly a member of the board of 

powers, duties and liabilities of . . . . .11, 

to be sworn ..... 

assistant ..... 

duties of . 
clerical aid ..... 

organization of the board 

majority of the board to act . 

choice of chairman and secretary 

duties of secretary .... 

to report abatement of taxes to the city council 

to visit and examine estates . 

to confer with owners . 

not to assess in their own wards unless 

to visit every part of the city at least once in five years 

to make plans, minutes and descriptions, for property book 

expense of property book to be annually provided 

office hours in September and October 

full board only may abate taxes 

to assess taxes May 1 . . . . 

lists and warrants to be committed to the collector 

to publish notice of committment to the collector 

notice of discount on taxes .... 

salary of . . . . . 

to be notified of sums to be raised for payment of city debt 
ASSISTANT ENGINEERS. See Fire Department. 
ASSISTANTS IN STREET DEPARTMENT— DUTIES OF. See Streets 
AWNINGS 

over sidewalks regulated 
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B. 

BADGES 

of fire departmeDt 

to be worn at fires 

other than firemen not to wear 
BALLOTS 

to be sealed, transmitted, etc. 
BALL 

playing forbidden in streets . 
BARK 

measurement of 
BASEMENT 

entrances from streets regulated 
BATHING 

unclothed regulated 
BEASTS 

not to go at large 

not to be fastened to shade trees, etc. 

not to obstruct crossings 
BERKLEY, Town of 

setting off from Town of Taunton 

setting off part of Taunton to 
BETTERMENTS. See Streets, Sidewalks and Assessments. 
BICYCLES 

not to be used on sidewalk ..... 
BILLS. See also Accounts. 

due the city, collection of .... . 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN. See Aldermen. 
BODIES 

not to be buried or removed except 

removals and reinterment 
BONDS 

with sureties required of city officers . 

of city treasurer 

of chief of police and assistants 

of superintendent of streets 

of clerk of the water board . . 

for hackney carriage licenses . 

for work in streets ... 

BONDS, or notes issued by the city 

to be recorded by the city clerk 

to be certified by the city clerk 

to be signed by the committee on finance, etc. 

to bear the impression of the city seal 
BOUNDS 

of streets, aldermen to establish 
BOUNDARIES AND PERAMBULATIONS OF TAUNTON 

present . . . . • 

original ..... 

enlargement of by North Purchase 

South purchase and Assonet Neck lands 

setting off of Norton 

Dighton .... 
Raynham .... 
Berkley .... 
Myrickville to Berkley . , 
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BOXES 

etc. not to be left on sidewalks or in streets 
BRIDGE, across Taunton Great River 

authority for ..... 

BUILDINGS 

city council to have charge of public . 

combustible material in .... 

chief eiigineer to record such when destroyed by fire 
names of owners of when destroyed by fire 

may be declared a nuisance when unsafe 

not to be erected or moved within the fire limits except 
repaired within the fire limits except 

to be examined when containing combustible materials 

not to be moved through streets without a license 

bonds required for moving .... 

conditions of bond for license to move 

when on the street line ..... 

determination of street line and application therefor 
BURIALS 

when to take place ..... 

BURIAL GROUNDS 

superintendents of .... 

election of, and compensation . 

tenure of oflBce of ... . 

duties of ..... 

to be under direction of committee 

may assign lots in ... . 

to keep record of burials 

what record shall state .... 

notice of removal and reinterment of bodies to be given 

removal and reinterment of bodies 

burials and removals under supervision of 

trespassing forbidden in . . 

penalty for trespassing 

violations of ordinance relating to 

regulations of board of health relating to 

desecration of . 

when burials shall take place in 

coffins to be three feet below the surface 

form of deeds of lots in May Flower Hill Cemetery 

prices of lots may be changed . 

deposits may be made for care of lots in 

certificate of such deposit to be given . 

interest to be allowed on such deposit 

depositor to state certain things in writing 

account of deposits to be kept . 

interest to be credited to such deposits 

income of deposits to be expended for care of lot 
BY-LAWS. See Ordinances, 

authoiity for such as towns may make 

the mayor may sign .... 

relative to wood, coal, lumber, bark 
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CANNON 

not to be fired except . 
CARRIAGES. See Hackney Carriages. 
not to stand on street crossings 
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CATTLE 

not to go at large 

CEM:ETERIES. See Burial Grounds. 



PAGE. 
127 



CELLARS 




openings not to be left unguarded . . . . . 


125 


CHARTER 




the first city charter ....... 


1 


first amendment . . . . . . . 


10 


second amendment . . . . 


12 


present city charter ....... 


13 


amendment to . . 


23 



CEIEICF ENGINEER. See Fire Department. 

CHIEF OF POLICE AND ASSISTANTS, to be appointed by the mayor. 
See also Police. 

CHECK LIST 20 

CITY CLERK. 

election of ......... 17 

to be clerk of the board of aldermen ...... 18 

to be sworn ......... 18 

duties of ......... 18 

may be removed by the city council ...... 17 

to record election returns ....... 20 

to sign certificates of election . . . . . . .20 

record of elections to be delivered to . . . . . .18 

pro tempore ......... 18 

to receive copy of election records . . . . . .15 

to make record of removal of bodies . . . . . .62 

to record all notes and bonds of the city . . . . .68 

to certify to all notes and bonds of the city . . . . .68 

his duties as clerk of the committee on accounts . . . . 69 

to certify to statements of interest, etc. . . . . .70 

to record warrants for interest ...... 71 

to cancel coupons for interest ...... 71 

to' record hackney carriage licenses ...... 87 

to record junk dealers licenses ...... 91 

to record ordinances ........ 98 

to present ordinances and orders to the mayor . . . .98 

to supervise the publication of ordinances . . . . .99 

salary of ......... 104 

assistant ......... 104 

to keep plans of sewera ....... 107 

to keep record of expense, etc. of sewers ..... 107 

to record sewer assessments ....... 108 

to notify assessors of sinking fund requirements . . . .112 

plans of layout of streets, etc. to be filed in office of . . . .117 

to keep records of streets . . . . . .117 

plans of layout of sidewalks to be filed in office of . . . .117 

to certify sidewalk assessments to city treasurer . . . .119 

to record expense and lists of streets benefited by watering streets . 123 

to certify same to the assessors ...... .128 

to be clerk of committee on military aid . . . . .114 

his duties as such ........ 114 

to certify pay rolls to the city treasurer . . . . . 114 

to file plan of certificate of location of electrical companies . . .132 

to file copy of certificate of location of electrical companies . . 132 

CITY CLERKS OF TAUNTON 

list of . . . .168 
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CITY COUNCIL 

how constituted and powers of 

to direct as to warrants 

to assemble on the first Monday in January . 

election and term of office 

oath of, in convention .... 

special meetings may be called by the mayor 

powers vested in, and general duties . 

to elect city officers and fill vacancies . 

to define the duties of city officers 

to fix compensation of . . . . 

sessions to be public unless 
to have control of all city buildings and property 
. to have power to let or sell city property 
to have power to purchase property 
to publish annual account of receipts, expenditures, etc. 
no member to be elected to a salaried office of the city 
may hold other than a salaried office . . 

• may establish provisions for the collection of taxes . 
each branch to keep a record ..... 

may lay main drains and sewers. .... 

may lay out streets ...... 

may sell rights to take fish ..... 

may make ordinances relating to fires 

may make ordinances relating to a fire department . 

may appropriate money for the relief of injured firemen 

to fill vacancy in the office of mayor .... 

mayor to preside in convention .... 

city clerk to be clerk of, in convention 

to elect chief engineer and assistants in fire department 

to fix compensation of fire department 

to make by-laws for the inspection of wood, lumber, coal and bark 

to require bonds of officers intrusted with money, etc. 

to choose overseers of the poor . . . •. 

to annually provide for the "Property Book" 

may allow discount on taxes . . . . . 

to make orders concerning burial grounds 

may change price of cemetery lots .... 

settlement of claims by the committee on claims to be reported to the 

to receive report of the committee on finance, 

to receive report of monthly standing of appropriations 

to receive annual report of the finances of the city 

may authorize the issue of loans, notes, bonds 

to be notified when an appropriation is exhausted 

to approve regulations of board of engineers of the fire department 

to approve regulations of trustees of tne public library . . 

to approve compensation of drivers in the fire department' . 

to receive report of injury to firemen at fires . 

to regulate fire alarm telegraph .... 

to express command by the word "ordered" 

to express opinions by the word "resolved" 

plans and estimate of street and sewer work to be reported to 

to make ordinance for water works .... 

CITY DEBT. See Finance. 

CITY DOCUMENTS 

to be printed in uniform style ..... 

CITY GOVERNMENT 

corporate name and powers ..... 
organization ....... 
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CITY MESSENGER 

election, term of office, compensation 

duties of ..... 

CITY OFFICERS 

how elected or appointed 
to pay over money to the city treasurer 
CITY PRINTING. See Printing. ^ 
CITY PHYSICIAN 

election, term of office and compensation 

shall furnish medicines 

duties defined .... 

to be a member of the board of health 

salary and conditions .... 
CITY SEAL 

design and device of . 

deeds and legal instruments to be sealed with 
CITY SOLICITOR .... 

how and when to be elected 

to report to the city council 

duties of ..... 

to act with the committee on claims . 

to bring suits for bills due the city. 

salary ...... 

CITY STABLE 

cost of horses in .... 

superintendent of streets to have charge of 

superintendent of streets to have charge of disbursements for 

superintendent of streets to employ and rempve hostlers and drivers 

duties as to the horses in 

smoking forbidden in . 
CITY TREASURER. See also Collector of Taxks 

election of . ... 

to be collector of taxes .... 

money to be delivered to . . . 

to report unpaid taxes . . . 

to receive deposits for burial lots 

to. issue certificate for deposits for burial lots 

to credit such deposits with interest 

his accounts to be examined annually 

to receive bills for payment from committee on accounts 

to be notified of contracts 

to set apart money needed for contracts 

to expend no money needed for contracts 

to keep a set of books .... 

whom to notify when appropriation is exhausted 

to furnish a statement of the treasury 

to notify the city clerk when interest is due . 

to pay interest when due 

to deposit receipts and coupons for interest . 

to deposit notes and bonds paid 

to pay no bills unless duly allowed, exceptions 

to collect sums due the city . 

to receipt for money paid over by city officers 

not to pay out money unless appropriated 

to collect sewer assessments 

to collect sidewalk assessments 

to notify the committee on finance of unpaid bills 
list of .... . 

CITY TREASURY 

money, unless appropriated not to be paid from 

fines and forfeitures to be paid into . 
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CLAIMS 

committee on . . . . . . . ... 65 

committee to act with the city solicitor . . . . . 65 

powers of committee ........ 65 

may settle claims to the amount of S300 . . . . .65 

report of settlement to be made to the city council . . . .65 

city treasurer to pay claims allowed .. . . . . . 71 

CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL 

election Of . . . . . . . • • 3, 16 

duties of . . . . . . . . .16 

salary of . . . . . . . . . 105 

CLERK OF WARDS. See Ward Clerks. 

CLERK OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 

dilties defined . . . . . . . . 141 

salary fixed ......... 104 

COAL 

weighing of • • • • . . . . . 6, 21 

not to remain in streets . . . . . . . 126 

COLLECTOR OF TAXES. See City Treasurer and Taxes. 

city treasurer to be the ....... 61 

to issue summons demanding payment of taxes . . . .60 

to collect taxes ......... 60 

may require assistance of police in collecting taxes . . . .95 

COMMON COUNCIL 

to consist of 24 members . . . . . . . .13 

election and term of office ....... 15 

to assemble and to be sworn . • • • . . . 13, 16 

oath to be recorded ........ 16 

organization of . . . . . . . . .16 

quorum of . . . . . . . . .13 

rights and duties of members . . . . . . .17 

vacancies how filled . . . . . . . .16 

record of meetings to be kept ...... 16 

to judge of the qualifications of its members ..... 16 

to concur in the layout of streets . . . . .117,5,20 

to concur in laying main drains and sewers . . . . 5, 20, 107 

a member of, may not hold a salaried office . . • . . . 4, 18 

to elect one of their number as president of . . . . .16 

to elect a clerk ......... 16 

president and clerk of to be sworn . . . . . .16 

list of members . . . . . . . . 173 

president of to b^ a member of the school committee . . . 12, 15 ' 

to be trustee of the public library . . . . . .92 

COMPENSATION OF CITY OFFICERS. See Salaries. 

COMMITTEES 

of the city council ........ 144 

appointment, etc. . . . . . 144 

to file bills contracted with the committee on accounts . . .70 

to notify city treasurer of amount of contracts . . . .70 

COMMITTEE ON STREETS 

to approve appointment of assistants to the superintendent of streets , 122 

COMMISSIONERS. See Water and Sinking Funds. 

COMPLAINTS 

office of chief of police to be open to receive . . . . .95 

CONCURRENT VOTE 4, 17 

CONSTABLES 

appointment and removal of . . . . . . 4, 17 

duties at fires ......... 96 
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CONTRACTS 

notice of amount of to be sent to the city- treasurer . 

city treasurer to set apail amount of . 

to charge no other expenditure to such sum 

for labor and material in the street department. 

superintendent of streets to keep account of street department 

not to be altered except ..... 

superintendent of streets not to be interested in 
CROSSINGS IN STREETS 

not to be obstructed ...... 
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DAMAGES 

by layout of streets to be awarded by the aldermen 

by layout of drains in certain cases, by board of health 

by discontinuance of streets 

committee on claims may adjust in certain cases 
DANCING 

forbidden in engine houses, except 
DEAD 

animals not to be cast into streets, rivers, etc. 
DEATHS 

undertaker to be informed of, by whom 
DEBT. See also Finance. 

schedule of, to be published annually . 

may be refunded .... 

DEEDS 

of the city to be sealed with the city seal 
to be signed by the mayor 

of burial lote ..... 
DRAINS. See Sewers. 
DRAIN LAYERS 

appointment and removal of 

bond of . 

duties and liabilities of . 
DEPARTMENTS 

to file monthly bills 

to file pay-rolls . 
DIGGING 

up streets without license forbidden 
bond for, and conditions . 
DIGHTON 

set off from Taunton of town of 
DISTRICTS 

in street department work 

fire limit 
DOCUMENTS 

of the city to be printed in uniform style 
DOG LICENSE 

receipts appropriated for the public library 

fees of the city clerk to be paid into the city treasury 
DRAW BRIDGE AT WEIR VILLAGE 

fast driving forbidden over the 

penalty for fast driving over the 

signs to be posted on 

superintendent of streets to enforce the ordinance 
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DRIVERS IN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
appointment and removal of 
compensation of ... 

DROWNING 

of animals forbidden in ponds, streams, eto. 
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ELECTION 

officers 

wards 

record of . • 

by voters 

day of . . . . . . . .2,3, 

certificate of 

copy of record of to be returned to the city clerk 

in case of a tie vote 

warrants for representation 

for county, state, and United States officers 

returns to be examined by the mayor and aldermen 

result to be certified by the mayor and aldermen 

election to organize the first city government 

of clerk of the municipal court 

held to accept the act to incorporate the city 

voting lists at . 

warrants for, form of, ete. 
ELECTRIC WIRES. See Telephone, Telegraph and Electric Wires. 
EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY 

to notify the superintendent of streets of defects in highways 
.ENGINEERS, CHIEF. See Fire Department. 
ENGINEERS, ASSISTANT. See Fire Department. 

powers of ......... 

ENGINE HOUSES 

chief engineer to appoint and remove engineers at 

approval of appointment 

dancing in, forbidden, except . 

may be used as ward rooms 

may be used for public purposes 

to be for use of companies 

congregating not allowed about the doors of 

gambling and intoxicating liquors not allowed in 
EXCAVATIONS 

near street line to be guarded . 
EXECUTIVE POWER 

vested' in the mayor .... 
EXPENDITURES 

annual report of 
EXPLOSIVES 

regulations as to 

engineers may examine place where kept 

may cause reinoval or destruction of in case of fire 

penalty for violation of ordinance relating to 
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FARES FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGES 
FAST DRIVING IN STREETS REGULATED 
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FENCE 

adjoining public street, true location to be determined 
FEES 

city clerk to pay over ..... 
FINANCE 

financial year defined .... 

municipal year defined .... 

statement to be published 
FINANCE, COMMITTEE ON 

appointment of .... 

clerk to keep record of . 

to report on finances of the city 

to report estimate of annual appropriations 

to report ways and means 

to report the monthly standing of departments 

to report orders drawn by the mayor . 

cojjy of report to be furnished to the city council 

estimate of December expenses to be reported in November 

to report annually expenses in detail 

to report schedule of property of the city 

to report schedule of the city debt 

to examine the treasurer's accounts 

to examine sinking fund accounts 

to examine trust funds . 

to have access to books, vouchers, etc. . 

shall report examination of treasurer's accounts, etc. 

to negotiate and approve all loans 

renewal of debts at matmity 

may authorize the city solicitor to bring suit for unpaid bills 

to fix compensation of assistants to city clerk and city treasurer 
FINANCIAL YEAR 

to begin December first ..... 

FINES. See Penalties. 

for breach of by-law or ordinance not to exceed <20 . 

to be recovered before the 1st District Court of Bristol 

to be paid into city treasury 
FISHING PRIVILEGES 

catching alewives prohibited in certain seasons 

to be sold at auction 

Taunton may sell three 

purchaser m^ select location 

len^ of seines regulated 

limits of fishing privileges 

days and hours of fishing 

purchaser to file location 

duties of fish wardens . 

election of fish wardens 

fishways to be kept open 

penalties ....... 40, 

duties of fish wardens of Middleborough 

Middleborough to receive |30 from Taunton for watching fish 

Middleborough to receive sums from other towns for watching fish 

may be sold otherwise than by auction if . . . 

obstructing the passage of fish forbidden 

town of Norton may be paid for abolition of n.sli ways 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

established ....... 

powers of city council over ..... 

to be organized according to ordinance 

appointments and removals . . . . 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT, continued. 
powers and general duties of . 
compensation to be fixed by ordinance 
regulations may be made by the city council . 
city council may procure land, building, engines, etc. for use of 
committee on . 

officers and members of may be discharged by the city council 
vacancies in ..... . 

responsibilities of the board of engineers 

duties of chief of ..... 

roll of membership to be kept 

horses to be under control of . 

appointment and removal of drivers 

appointment and removal of engineers of engine houses 

composition of companies and hook and ladder companies 

appointment and removal of members 

age of members of .... . 

volunteer companies, how constituted 
volunteer companies, appointment of officers in 
volunteer companies, term of service of officers 
neglect of duty to be reported .... 

expulsion and suspensions 

officers and members to reside in the city 

removal from the city to vacate membership 

not to go to fires in neighboring cities, except 

shall parade for exercise .... 

companies not to leave the city on excursions, except 
members to be exempt from jury duty 
compensation and salaries . . . 

to have right of way in streets .... 

obstructions to, etc. . . . 

Chikf Engineer and Assistants 

to have the powers of fire wards 

election of, term of office, and removal of 

form of engineers certificate .... 

to constitute the board of engineers 

organization of board of engineers . . , 

secretary of the board of engineers 

board of engineers to make rules and regulations subject to approval 

board of engineers to have control of engine houses 

responsibilities of the board of engineers 

to maintain order at fires .... 

absence from fires to be reported to chief 

duties of chief at length .... 

duties at fires ...... 

chief to keep roll of membership and record of fires . 
chief to have control of horses .... 

chief to appoint and remove drivers 

chief to appoint engineers at engine houses 

chief may compel assistance of all persons 

to maintain order ..... 

chief to make recommendations and report to the city council 

chief may expend not over $200 in repairs 

chief may expend not over |500 in repairs, with consent of committee 

chief to have control of horses of the department 

chief to appoint and discharge drivers 

chief to have charge of all other horses when 

chief to make rules for horses and drivers 

chief to have stabling and feed for one horse. See also Enchne IIo 

may allow use of engine houses for public purposes 

report to be made of firemen injured . 

neglect of duty to be reported, penalty 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT, continued. 

expulsion and suspension of members 

chief to prosecute for false alarm of fire 

may order buildings to be pulled down to prevent fire 

chief to report on wooden buildings within the fire limit 

to examine places where combustioles are kept 

may order combustible material to be removed 

may remove same in case of neglect 

fine for obstructing such work 

to enforce laws for prevention of 

may examine places where explosives are kept and destroy the same 

storing of gunpowder to be reported to 

may recommend license for sale of guncotton 

Captains in the Fire Dbpartmbnt 

duties of 

records of companies 

to report to chief 

duty at fires 

compensation 

COMMITTRE ON 

appointment of .... 

with approval of chief may expend up to $500 
to approve appointment of diivers 
to fix compensation of drivers, subject 
to approve regulations for horses and drivers . 
to have supervision of fire alarm telegraph 
to locate signal boxes .... 
to establish rules for fire alarm telegraph 
to provide for the custody of keys of signal boxes 
FIREMEN 

to be appointed by chief engineer 

to be confirmed by the board of aldermen 

expulsion for disobedience 

when absent from fires report to be made 

neglect of duty to be reported 

to be residents of the city 

to be exempt from jury duty 

relief of when injured . 

age of . 

FIRES 

regulation of, management of , and conduct at . 

absence from to be reported 

chief to maintain order at 

record to be kept of 

duties of chief at 

duties of police at 

chief may compel assistance of all persons at 

false alarm of to be prosecuted 

board to enforce laws for prevention of 

fire limits defined ... 

removal and protection of property at . 

safeguards against 

penalties for violation of regulations relating to 

compensation ..... 
FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH 

committee on fire department to supervise 
to establish rules and locate signal boxes . 
to provide for custody of keys 

powers of the city council relating to 

superintendent, how elected and term of office 

sakry to be fixed by the city council . 
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FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH, continued, 

duties of superintendent of . 

injury or defacement of . . . 

chief to prosecute for violation of laws relating to 

disposition of fines .... 

salary of superintendent 

superintendent of to have supervision over all wires 
FIRE LIMITS 

defined ....... 

erection of wooden buildings in, prohibited without consent 
FIRE WORKS AND FIRE ARMS 

ordinance relating to approved 

sale of without license prohibited 

setting fire to without license prohibited 

sale of toy pistols without license prohibited 

firing of toy pistols prohibited in 

sale of guncotton regulated 

sale of gunpowder regulated and storage of same 

duties of chief engineer relating to 

penalties for violating the ordinance relating to 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. See Public Library. 
FUEL 

for schools, purchase of . . * . 

FUNERALS 

management of forbidden to other than undertakers . 

FOUNTAINS 

committee on public property to have charge of Marvel fountain 
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GAMING 

in streets forbidden ..... 

GENERAL MEETINGS. See Meetings. 
GRADE 

of streets not to be changed except by city council 
GRAVES 

depth of . 

digging of in charge of superintendent of burial ground 
"GREEN" 

committee on public property to have charge of 
GUN COTTON 

regulation as to keeping .... 

storage place may be entered and examined . 
GUNPOWDER 

regulation for keeping, sale, transportation of, etc. 

report to be made to chief engineer of storage 
GUNS 

firing in public places forbidden 
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HAOKNEY CARRIAGES 
defined . 
must be licensed 
license to be recorded 
license to expire May first 
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HACKNEY CARRIAGES, continued. 

license fee .... . 

person licensed to be deemed the owner 

license number to be on carriage 

name of owner and rates of fare to be posted . 

licensee to give bonds .... 

fares to be fixed by the aldermen 

chief of police may assign stands 

regulation of fares .... 

HAY 

said of in streets .... 

HEALTH, BOARD OF 

of whom to consist .... 

manner of appointment and term of office 

powers, duties, privileges and provisions of 

compensation of .... 

police, if requested, to enforce regulations of . 

enforcement of ordinances 

offences against ordinances to be reported 

may require drains, vaults and privies to be built 

vaults, etc. how to be constructed 

vaults etc. when to be cleaned . 

persons to be licensed to clean out vaults • . 

tenements may be ordered vacated in certain cases 

upon petition, may order land to be drained . 

may construct drain if owner neglects . 

hearing to be given .... 

to estimate damages and betterments . 

fine for violation of regulation or ordinance 

city physician to be a member of 

salary of . 
HEARINGS 

on construction of drains by board of health . 

on construction of sewers and main drains 

on layout, etc. of streets 

on layout of sidewalks .... 
HIGHWAYS, SURVEYOR OF. See Strbkts. 
HIGHWAYS. See Streets. 
HITCHING POSTS 

permit required for erection ..... 

HOISTING 

materials over streets and sidewalks forbidden 
HOOK AND LADDER COMPANIES. See Fire Department. 
HORSES 

not to go at large 

grazing in streets regulated 

not to De left so as to obstruct travel . 

not to be driven at a rate faster than . 

not to be tied to lamp-post, trees, etc. . 

not to be wilfully frightened 

in fire department, control of . 

in case of fire, control of other city horses 

cost of keeping in fire department 

cost of keeping in city stable . 
HOSE COMPANIES. See Fire Department. 
HOSE 

at fires . . . 

carriages not to be driven over 
HOSTLER 

and drivers at the city stable . 
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HYDRANTS 

who are aathorized to open 
penalty for onlawfully opening 
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142 
142 



I. 

ICE 

and snow ....•••.• 127 

removal from sidewalks reg^olated ...... 127 

removal from roofs ........ 127 

INCORPORATION 

of the City of Taunton 1, 13 

INJURED FIREMEN 

relief of . . . . . . . . 20, 77 

INHABITANTS 

powers of, vested in the city council . . . . . . 4, 18 

INSPECTOR 

of petroleum ......... 100 

of milk; salary ......... 105 

INSPECTORS. See Ward Inspectors. 

INSURANCE 

of buildings destroyed by fire ....... 75 

record to be made by the chief engineer ..... 75 

INTEREST 

on the city debt . . . . . . . . 60, 70 

may be paid, how . . . . . . . . 69, 70 

notice of to be dven to the city clerk •.••.. 70 
warrants for to be recorded ....... 71 



JOB WAGONS, etc. See Hacknet Carriages. 

JOINT RULES AND ORDERS. See Rules and Orders. 

JUDGE 

of municipal court ..... 
JUDGMENTS 

against the city 

how they may oe paid . 
JUNK, OLD METALS, etc. 

no person to be a dealer in unless licensed 

purchases of, to be recorded by dealers 

record to be open for inspection 

dealer to keep sign on his shop 

shops an4 articles therein may be examined 

not to be purchased of minors . 

articles purchased not to be sold for one week 

ahop shall be closed, when . . 

dealers m^ be licensed to set up wagons for collecting 

fees, etc., for wagons 

license to set forth 

license mi^ be granted in April 

license may be revoked 

license to have printed in it the provisions, etc. 

penalties for violating . 
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JURORS— and Jury 

preparation of list 

drawing of ..... 

venires to be served on the mayor and aldermen 

members of the department exempt from service as 
JUVENILE OFFENDERS 



PAOE. 
5 

5 
5 

78 
130 



K. 



KEROSENE. See Petroleum. 

KEYS 

for fire alarm boxes 



79 



LAMPS 

injury of forbidden 

streets lamps, who to have charge of . 
LAMP POSTS 

animals not to be tied to 
LEASES 

of public lands and buildings . 

to be drawn by the city solicitor 
LIBRARY. See Public Library. 
LICENSES 

of board of health for removal of swill, etc. 

for hackney carriages . 

for junk dealers 

for work in streets 

bond and conditions of 

for erection of stands, etc., in streets 

to undertakers . 

for removal of buildings 

sale and use of firewoi^s, etc. . 
LITTLE RIVER 

act authorizing the change of the course of 
LIGHTS. See also Street Lights. 

to guard obstruction in streets 
LIMITS, FIRE .... 
LISTS 

voting ..... 

of selectmen of the town of Taunton . 

of town treasurers of the town of Taunton 

of town clerks of the town of Taunton 

of mayors of the city of Taunton 

of aldermen of the city of Taunton 

of common councilmen of the city of Taunton 

of city treasurers of the city of Taunton 

of city clerks of the city of Taunton . 
LOCATIONS 

of fire alarm boxes, how designated 

of electrical companies . 
LOANS. See also Finance. 

city council may authorize 

committee on finance to negotiate 

mavor and president common council to sign notes ajid bonds 

sinxing funds provided for 
LUMBER 

measurement of 
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128 
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87 

90 

124 

124 

127 

63 

124 

81 

85 

124, 109 

78 

21 
169 
167 
167 
171 
171 
173 
168 
168 

79 
132 
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MAY FLOWER HILL CEMETERY. See Burial Grounds. 
MAYORS 

list of . . . 

MAYOR. See also Aldermen. 

how and when elected, term of office . 

vacancy by resignation or death, how filled 

vacancy to be declared 

to be sworn ..... 

to be chief executive officer and to enforce laws 

to exercise supervision over subordinate officers 

to preside over the board of aldermen, and in convention 

to call special meeting of either branch of the city council 

to communicate information and recommend measures 

to have executive power .... 

administration of the police vested in 

to nominate police ..... 

to be chairman of the school committee 

to be chairman of the trustees of the public library . 

to have power of nomination where appointments are made 

salary of to be fixed by the city council 

to approve by-laws or return them to the city council 

to draw warrants for payment of interest on city debt 

ordinances and orders to be presented to 

ordinances ^nd orders may go into effect without signature of 

to direct in what newspapers ordinances are to be published 

to sign leases, deeds and legal instruments of the city 

salary of ...... 

in certain cases may authorize sale of property 
MEASURES 

salary of sealer of weights and 
MEDICINES 

city physician to furnish .... 

MEETINGS 

of citizens, how called, warrants, etc. 

mayor to call special ..... 

general meetings ..... 

to be called on petition of fifty voters . 
MERCHANDISE 

not to be left on sidewalks or in streets 
MILK INSPECTOR 

salary ........ 

MILITARY AID 

state aid and soldiers relief .... 

applicants may be sent to city physician for examination 

time for paying ..... 

committ^ on . ..... 

city clerk to be clerk of the committee, his duties 

pay roUs to be certified to the city treasurer . 

city treasurer majr temporarily suspend payment if . 

to report suspension ..... 

compensation of clerk of committee 
MONEY 

not to be paid from treasury unless appropriated 

bonds to be given by persons intrusted with . 

received by city officers to be paid into the treasury . 
MUNICIPAL YEAR 

defined ••••... 
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106 

104 

121 
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. 126 

. 105 

114 

114 
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MYKICKVILLE 

set off from Taunton ..... 
MOVING BUILDINGS 

without lioense prohibited .... 

oonditionB of to oe prescribed by the board of aldermen 



161 

124 
124 



N. 



NAMES OF STREETS . 117 

NIGHT SOIL. See Board of Health. 

NIGHT WATCH. See Police. 

NORTON 

set off from Taunton •.....•• 159 

NOTES 

of the city to be signed by ••••••. 68 

to be recorded, certified to, ete. . . . . . . 68, 69 

interest on, how paid ........ 70 

NOTICE OF HEARING TO BE GIVEN 

in layout of streets ........ 116 

in construction of main drains and sewers ..... 107 

to be given in case of order by board of health to vacate tenement . . 84 

NUISANCES 

abatement of . . • . . . . ... 84, 85 

NUMBERING BUILDINGS 

board of aldermen may order . . . . . . .118 

form, size and material of numbers . . . . . .118 

penalty for not numbering . . . . . . .118 



o. 



OAKLAND CEMETERY. See also Burial Grounds. 




compensation of superintendent 


. 


. 105 


OATH 






of ward officers . 


... 


. 2,14 


of mayor and city council 


. 


. 8,16 


of city clerk 


... 


. 5,18 


chief of police and police force 


... 


94 


water commissioners « 


• . * 


. 140 


OBSTRUCTIONS. See also Streets, 


Offences in. 




in streets 


• • • 


. 124 


forbidden without license 


... 


. 124 


bond and conditions of license for 


... 


. 124 


OFFAL 






not to be deposited in . 


... 


. • . .126 


not to be cast into ponds, rivers 


. 


«6 


OFFENCES IN STREETS. See Streets. 




OFFICE 






in case of refusal to accept 


. 


16 


OFFICERS 






appointment and election of subordinate 


17 


to pay over money 


. 


71 


how elected or appointed 


... 


. 162 
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ORDINANCES 

city oofimeil mmy make, relating to the fire department 

mayor to approye or return to city council 

by a two-thirds vote may be adopted over the mayor's veto 

enacting style ...... 

record of ordinances to be made by city clerk 

record of ordinances to be open for inspection 

term " ordered " and " resolved " defined 

to be presented to the mayor for approval 

to go into effect when signed by the mayor 

may go into effect without mayor's approval . 

to be printed and published annually . 

failure to publish not to affect validity of 

repeal of old ordinances to take effect, limitations of repeal 

corresponding provisions to be continuous 
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, BOARD OF 

term of, vacancies and removals 

organization ...... 

chairman, secretary and agent 

compensation ...... 

may have certain bills ap{>roved weekly 

may direct the city physician to attend sick paupers 

salary of secretary • . . • . 
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PAY ROLLS. See Accounts. 

PENALTIES 

for trespassing upon burial grounds 

for breach of regulations relating to fires 

for violation of ordinance relating to fire works 

health 

hackney carriages 

junk dealers 

petroleum . 

sewers 

wires 

water works 
for not numbering buildings 
for offences in streets .... 
for violation of ordinances not to exceed 920 . 
to be prosecuted for in the First District Court 

PETROLEUM 

inspector to be appointed 

no kerosene to be sept tor sale without inspection 

compensation of inspector 

inspector to enforce ordinances and statutes . 

penalty ...... 

PHYSICIAN. See City Physician. 
PISTOLS. See Firk Works.' 
PLANS 

of sewers to be made .... 

of streets to be made .... 
PLUMBERS AND PIPE FITTERS 

to be licensed by board of water commissioners 

to give bonds to the board of water commissioners 

work of subject to inspection . 
POLICE DEPARTMENT AND POLICE 

administration of vested in the mayor 

duties of in enforcement of health ordinances 
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142 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT AND POLICE, continued, 

appointment and removal of . . 

term of office, yacancies, removals 

whole time to be at the service of the city 

compensation to be fixed, salaries 

bonds of officers 

oath of . 

duties at fires .... 

to assist in the collection of taxes 

to have all powers of watch and ward 

duties of deputy chief, captains, etc. . 

deputies and others to pay over fees 

special police, appointment and compensation 

const&bles, appointment of 

constables to be sworn, duties of 

mayor and aldermen to have powers 6f selectmen over 

Chief of Police 

general duties of . . . 

to have charge and supervision over police 

to report neglect of duty 

to observe and report nuisances in streets 

to observe and report defects in streets 

to have office hours for receiving complaints 

to prosecute for violation of ordinances 

to act for board of health 

to make a record of complaints, and report 

aldermen may inspect record of complaints 

to give account of fees, money, ete. 

duties at fires .... 

to assist in collection of tai^es . 

to make rules for department, subject to 

to pay over fees monthly 

deputies to pay fees to . 
POLICE COURTS 
POLLS 

warrants to state time of opening the 
POSTING SHOW BILLS 

regulated . . . . 

POSTS 

not to be erected in streets without permit 
POWERS 

general, etc., of the city 

of government vested in the city council 

mayor vested with executive 

of appointment by the mayor and aldermen 
PRESIDENT OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

to be a member of the school committee 

to be a trustee of the public library . 

election, duties, etc. 
PRIVATE WAYS. See Streets. 
PRINTING, AND COMMITTEE ON 

city printing to be under the direction of the committee 

of documents to be uniform in style . 

committee to approve bills for printing 
PROPERTY BOOK 

assessors to make 

appropriation to be made for . 
PROPERTY OF THE CITY 

city council to have control of 

city council may purchase property 

sehedule of to be made 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY 

previous ordinance reaffirmed . . . . ^ 

trostees, how chosen, to manage 
term of office, vacancies, removals, etc. 
duties of trustees ..... 

dog fund anpropriated for use of . . . 

choice of lioranan and his compensation 
trustees may make rules subject to approval . 
to report annually ..... 

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND COMMITTEE ON 
committee, how constituted and chosen 
general duties of . 

to have care of and to repair public buildings 
expenditure not to exceed $200 unless 
expenditure to be considered and agreed to in committee 
expenditure not to exceed appropriations 
to nave charge of all lands of the city 
to have charge of all drinking fountains 
shall invite proposals when cost of repairs exceeds $500 
proposals not to be disclosed by until . 
may reject all proposals .... 

contracts to be in writing .... 
contracts not to be altered except 
to keep records and schedule of public property 
to report to city council . . . . 

to contract for fuel ..... 
may provide articles for use in departments, not to exceed 
may let land or buildings not in use 
leases to be in writing and approved by city council 
may let buildings temporarily 
to be notified of repairs needed at city stables 
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Q. 

QUORUM 

a majority of each board required to do business 



1,13 



R 



RATES OF FARES 




may be established for hackney carriages . . . 


. 87,88 


to be posted in hackney carriages ..... 


87 


RAYNHAM 




set off from Taunton \ . . . 


. 160 


RECEIPTS 




aijnual report of ....... 


69 


RECORDS 




duties of city clerk as to 


18 


of fires, etc. ........ 


75 


REFUSE MATTER 




not to be thrown into streets ...... 


86 


REGULATIONS 




of superintendent of streets, fire department, public library, subject to 




approval, etc. ....... 


121,74,93 


REPEAL 


. 9, 143 


REPRESENTATIVES . . . . . . . 


20 


REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 




salary of ........ 


. 105 
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RETURNS OP VOTES 

to be recorded .... 

to be delivered to the city clerk 
REVISED ORDINANCES. See Ordinancks. 
RESPONSIBILITY 

for change of street grade 
ROLLS 

of fire companies to be kept 
RUBBISH 

not to be cast into the streets . 
RULES AND ORDERS 

of the city council 

of the board of aldermen 

of the common council 
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122 

75,76 

86 

144 
147 
151 
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SALARIES AND COMPENSATION 

weekly pay rolls for . 

to be fixed by city council .... 

of city officers, in detail .... 

to be in full for all services .... 
SALE OF KEROSENE, etc. ... . 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE . 

how constituted — election .... 

vacancies, quorum ..... 

ma^or and president of common council to be members of 

to judge of the election of its own members . 

powers of ...... 

may provide fuel, furniture, etc., in certain cases 

to elect superintendent of schools and fix the salary . 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

elected by the school committee 

salary fixed by the school committee . 
SCHOOLS, ABSENTEES FROM. See Truants. 
SCHOOL HOUSES. See Public Property. 
SEAL. See Citt Seal. 
SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

salary of ...... 

SECOND HAND ARTICLES. See Junk. 
SELECTMEN OF TOWN OF TAUNTON 

List of ....... 
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SEWERS AND DRAINS 

to be laid by mayor and aldermen 

concerning damages sustained thereby 

persons to pay for entering drains into 

all to be the properirjr of the cit^ 

manner and mode of construction 

notice of laying to be given 

superintendent of streets to have supervision over 

superintendent of streets to have supervision over repairs 

superintendent of streets to make plans and description of 

plans of to be filed with the city clerk 

superintendent of streets to keep and report expense of 

superintendent of streets to report names of owners and estates benefited by 
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SEWERS AND DRAINS, continued. 

record of same to be made ....... 108 

assessment for construction of ...... 108 

assessment to be certified to city treasurer ..... 108 

demand and collection of assessments ..... 108 

aldermen to apportion assessments for ..... 108 

use of sewers may be charged for ..... . 108 

no person to enter drain into without permit .... 108 

no person to enter drain into without payment of assessment . . 109 

form of permit ......... 108 

may be altered at applicant's expense . . . . . 108 

superintendent of streets to have supervision of entries into . . 108 

drain layers to be licensed . . . . . . . .109 

drain layers alone authorized to enter drains into .... 109 

bonds of drain layers and conditions ....*. 109 

entry of rain water into ....... 109 

violation of ordinance, penalty ...... 110 

SHADE TREES 

protection of . . . . . ' . . . • 128 

SIGNS 

not to project over streets . . • . . . . . 125 

SHOOTING GUNS, &c. 

forbidden in streets . . • . . . . . 81, 128 

SINK DRAINS 

water from not allowed to flow into streets ..... 125 

SINKING FUNDS 

to be maintained ........ Ill 

committee on accounts to examine ...... 68 

commissioners of, election, etc. . . . . . * . Ill 

treasurer of, salary . . . . ' . . . . 104 

municipal to be kept distinct from water . . . . .111 

refunding of debts, etc. . . . . . . .111 

what funds to be set over to municipal . . . . .111 

what funds to be set over to water loan . . . . .112 

to be established for future indebtedness . . • . . .112 

taxes assessed to pay interest and extinguish debt . . . .112 

annual appropriations may be made for .... . 112 

duties of treasurer of . . . . . . . .113 

pledged for payment of debt and for no other purpose .• . . 113 

not to be used to pay interest on debt ..... 113 

amount annually required to be reported . . . . .113 

investment of and annual report ...... 113 

funds to be applied to payment of ..... . 113 

balance of funds, how disposed of . . . . . .113 

bonds when paid to be cancelled . . . . . .113 

SMOKING 

in the city stable forbidden ....... 121 

SNOW AND ICE 

removal of from sidewalks ....... 126, 127 

removal of from roof s . . . . . . . . 127 

SOLDIERS* RELIEF. See Military Aid. 

SOLICITOR. See City Solicitor. 

SPECIAL ACTS. Statutes relating to the City of Taunton. 

Chap. 209, Acts of 1864, original city charter . . ^ . 1 

Chap. 45, Acts of 1886, first amendment to charter . . . . 10 

Chap. 347, Acts of 1869, second amendment to charter . . . 12 

revised city charter . . . .13 

Chap. 46, Acts of 1883, revised city chaiter, first amendment to . .23 

Chap. 217, Acts of 1875, act to supply Taunton with pure water . . 24 

Chap. 70, Acts of 1877, additional water loan . . . .27 
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SPECIAL ACTS, continued. 

Chap. 31, Acts of 1878, additional water loan . . . .27 

Chap. 74, Acts of 1880, additional water loan and for additional water supply 28 
Chap. 159, Acts of 1882, additional water loan .... 29 

Chap. 160, Acts of 1884, additional water loan . . .29 

Chap. 124, Acts of 1888, additional water loan .... 30 

Chap. 150, Acts of 1891, additional water loan . .34 

Chap. 94, Acts of 1892, additional water loan . . . .30 

Chap. 140, Acts of 1878, New Bedford's rights in Lakeville ponds . . 31 

Chap. 59, Acts of 1884, Middleborough's rights in Assowompset Pond . 32 
Chap. 188, Acts of 1864, concerning Weir Bridge . . .34 

Chap. 178. Acts of 1871, to change the course of Little River . . .35 

Chap. 92, Acts of 1888, to construct a bridge across Taunton Great River 35 
Chap. 254, Acts of 1883, to construct a way through Hospital lands . 36 

Chap. 267, Acts of 1884, to construct a way through Hospital lands . 36 

Chap. 401, Acts of 1855, to regulate fisheries in Taunton Great River . 37 

Chap. 73, Acts of 1863, concerning fisheries in Taunton Great River . 41 

Chap. 54, Acts of 1886, concerning sale of fishing privileges by Taunton 42 

Chap. 268, Acts of 1871, concerning fishing in Taunton Great Kiver . 42 

Chap. 71, Acts of 1875, concerning fishing in Taunton Great River . 42 

Chap. 208, Acts of 1876, concerninjg; fishing in Taunton Great River . 43 

Chap. 83, Acts of 1879, concerning protection of shad, etc., in Taunton 

Great River ........ 43 

Chap. 230, Acts of 1873, concerning mill dams on Mill River . . 44 

Chap. 8, Acts of 1853, incorporation of Taunton Gas Light Company . 44 
Chap. 18, Acts of 1870, incorporation of Taunton Street Railway Company 45 

SPECIAL POLICE. See Police. 

SPORTS 

forbidden in public streets 

STATE AID. See Military 
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STATUTES, IN Force by Virtue op their Adoption by the City. 

Chap. 28, Sec. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 23 . 

Chap. 50, Sec. 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24, concerning sidewalks, re-afiirmed 

Chap. 101, Sec. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, concerning the abatement of nuisances 

Chap. 102, Sec. 40 to 48 inclusive, steam engines, furnaces and boilers 

Chap. 104, concerning the prevention of fires 

Chap. 331, Acts of 1888, to regulate the catching of pickerel 

Chap. 83, relating to pickerel and trout .... 

Chap. 97, Acts of 1891, relating to apportionment of sewer assessments 

Chap. 179, Sec. 4, Acts of 1891, relating to watering streets 
STONES 

not to be thrown in streets ...... 

STREET BOOK 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS. Sfee also Sidewalks ; Superintendent 
Streets; Streets, Offences in. 

layout, alteration, discontinuance, etc. 

grades of .... 

damages by layout of . 

appeal to county commissioners 

superintendent of, election of . . 

stands for job wagons in, etc. . 

petition for layout to be signed by ten legal voters 

notice to be given to land owners ; how served 

hearing to be held before laying out ; view to be taken 

boundarii^s, grade, plan and profile of 

damages to be awarded ; fences, etc., to be removed from 

report and plan of layout to be filed with city clerk . 

common council must concur in layout of 

permanent bounds to be established 

record of layout, name, etc., to be made 



128 



48 
50 
62 
53 
56 
57 
58 
108 
123 

128 
117 



OF 



5, 20, 116 

20. 116 

20. 117 
20 

17, 119 
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STREETS AND HIGHWAYS, continued. 

city clerk to keep a description book of . . . 

not to be less than forty feet wide .... 

no person to open up a new street unless forty feet wide 

plan of new street to be deposited with city clerk 

grade of new street established .... 

new street to be safe for public travel 

aldermen may order the closing of a street privately constructed 

ways opening into public streets .... 

buildings on, to be numbered if ordered 

water commissioners to notify superintendent of before digging up 

water commissioners to restore streets to satisfaction of superintendent of 

defects in to be reported to superintendent and record made 

duties of assistants to superintendent, compensation 

estimates of cost of layout and repairs to be made by superintendent of 

grades, of, to be changed only by the city council • . 

bills in street department to be approved by superintendent 
STREET LIGHTS 

not to be injured ..... 

STREET WATERING 

adoption of act relating to ... . 

superintendent of streets to report what streets need 

to estimate expense and determine season 

board of aldermen to designate streets for 

board of aldermen to assess for ... 

superintendent to j-eport expense at end of the season 

record of expense and estates benefited to be made 
SIDEWALKS 

section 20, 21, 22 and 23 of public statutes chapter 50 adopted 

applications for, hearing, notice, etc. . 

adjudication, grade, etc. 

construction, and account thereof to be kept 

assessment and collection 
record to be made of 

hoisting over, prohibited 

awnings and signs over, how placed . 

gates and doors not to swing over 

removal of ice and snow from 

removal of ice and snow from roofs over 
SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS 

to be chosen .... 

general duties of . . . 

salary, to have stabling and feed for one horse 

to have charge of sewers and repairs 

to make plans of sewers and keep account of expense 

to supervise all entries into sewers 

to have power of surveyor of highways 

to have charge of streets, ways, bridges, sidewalks, etc. 

shall cause streets to be kept in repair and safe for travel 

shall make contracts for labor and material . 

shall cause streets to be kept clean 

shall give notice of obstructions and nuisances therein 

to act under direction of the aldermen 

shall close unsafe ways and bridges 

shall close entrances of private ways into streets when 

to be notified of laying of water mains 

may, in certain cases, charge repairs to the water department 

when directed, to have control of street lights 

to have care, etc., of the city stable 

to hire and discharge hostlers and drivers at the city stables 

to make rules and regulations for the department, subject 
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SUPERINTENDENr OF STREETS, continued. 

to make recommendations and report 

in certain cases may sell propeiiy 

notices of defects in streets to be recorded by 

to repair defects in siareets .... 

to keep account of and report contracts 

to make an annual report .... 

may appoint assistants, duties thereof and compensation 

may denne districts of assistants 

to make estimate of and report cost of layout of streets, etc. 

to make plans and estimate damages by layout of 

to enforce penalty for fast driving over Weir bridge 

not to change grade of street except . 

in certain cases to be pernonally liable for damages . 

to give his whole time to his duties, to give bonds 

shall not be personally interested in contracts 

shall approve bills of street department 

to report what streets need watering, expense and season of 

to report cost of watering streets at end of season 

to supervise erection of hitching posts, etc. . 

to supervise depositing of ashes. in streets 

may remove poles of electrical companies if . 

to supervise the ascertaining of street lines . 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS. Offences in and things Prohibited 
WITHOUT License. 

to break or dig up ground in . 

to erect building or staging in 

to erect fence or incumbrance in 

to deposit stone, brick, lumber, etc., in 

to move a building in . . . 

restrictions and conditions 

bond for above and license conditions 

door, step, porch, cellar way not to extend into 

hoisting materials over 

operating hoisting apparatus . . 

basement and cellar ways extending into to be kept closed except 

gutters and spouts not to cast water upon travellers in 

sink water and other impurities not to flow over 

height of awnings over, regulated 

consent of mayor and aldermen required 

conditions of consent ; revocation 

doors and ^ates not to swing over . . 

cistern, ceflar, drain, etc., unfenced not to be left near 

posts not to be erected or moved in 

grade and width of street not to be changed 

curbstone not to be changed 

fence or building adjoining street not to be changed except 

mayor and aldermen may permit posts to be erected 

coal and wood not to remain in . . . 

cutting and sawing wood forbidden 

merchandise not to remain in ... 

ashes, house dirt, rubbish, etc., not allowed in except 

house offal, noxious refuse, not to be carried through 

street crossing not to be obstructed 

bicycle, carriages, etc., not to be driven on sidewalks 

cattle forbidden to travel on sidewalks 

merchandise, boxes, etc., not to obstruct 

passage of travelers not to be obstructed 

loitering on sidewalk when an obstruction forbidden 

ice and snow on certain streets to be removed 

ice and snow to be removed from roofs sloping towards 

fast driving regulated ..... 

stands, booths, tables, regulated 
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STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, continued. 

stands for sale of wood and hay regulated ..... 127 

swine not to graze in ....... . 127 

cattle not to be allowed to go at large in .... . 127 

cattle in charge of owner may graze ...... 127 

earning forbidden in ....... . 128 

bathing unclothed in view of streets r^ulated .... 128 

profane or obscene language forbidden ..... 128 

frightening animals forbidden ...... 128 

use of bows, arrows, guns, or slings forbidden .... 128 

playing ball in forbidden ....... 128 

horses not to be fastened to shade trees, etc., in streets . . . 128 

defacing guide posts, trees, fences, etc., forbidden .... 128 

regulation of placards, show bills, etc. ..... 128 

hose of fire department not to be ridden over .... 128 

fire department not to be obstructed in streets .... 128 

penalties for violation of ordinance relating to ... . 128 

SURVEYOR OF HIGHWAYS. See Superintendent op Streets. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH. See Fire 
Alarm Telegraph. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF BURIAL GROUNDS. See Burial Grounds. 

SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 

mayor to exercise supervision over . . . . . .16 

elected by the city council according to ordinance . . . .17 

SWILL 

not to be carried through the streets by unlicensed persons . . 85 

SWINE 

sale of in streets forbidden . . . . . .127 



TAUNTON GAS LIGHT CO. 

its authority in the public streets ...... 44 

TAUNTON STREET RAILWAY CO. 

its authority in the public streets . . . . . 45, 46 

TAXES. See also Assessors. 

additional provisions for collection of may be made . . .19 

assessment, collection and abatement of . . . . .59 

lists to be committed to the collector ...... 60 

notice thereof to be given ....... 60 

summons upon delinquents, how served . . . . .60 

interest added to taxes unpaid December 1st . . . . .61 

city treasurer to be collector of . . . . . .61 

to report to city council, list of unpaid . . . . .61 

discount on ......... 60 

notice of discount and commitment to be published . . . .60 

police to assist in collection of ...... 95 

may be raised for sinking funds . . . . . .112 

TELEGRAPH. See Fire Alarm Telegraph. 

TELEGRAPH, TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC WIRES. 

mayor and aldermen may grant location ..... 132 

streets to be designated and plan made ..... 182 

location of each post to be specifically desicfnated and shown on plan . 132 

conditions of certificate of location . . . . .132 

plan and copy of certificate to be filed . . .132 

removal of ........ . 132 

construction of lines of ....... 182 
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TELEGRAPH, TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC WIRES, continued, 

after due notice superintendeDt of streets may remove if 

employees of compaDies to have certificate of authority 

employees of companies to show same if requested . 

superintendent of fire alarm telegraph to exercise supervision over 

penalties for violation of ordinance relating to 
TOWNS 

set oH from Taunton ..... 
TOWN WAYS. See Streets. 
TOWN OFFICERS 

to hold until successors are chosen 
TOWN CLERKS 

list of ....... 

TOWN TREASURERS 

list of ....... 

TOWN OF TAUNTON 

list of selectmen of .... . 

TOY PISTOLS 

use and sale of prohibited without license 

ordinance relating to approved by court 

firing in streets forbidden .... 

discharging fire arms forbidden in streets without license 
TRANSPORTATION 

of gunpowder regulated .... 

TRESPASSERS UPON BURIAL GROUNDS. See Burial 

superintendent of burial grounds to prosecute 

penalty for ..... . 

TREES 

horses not to be tied to in streets 

defacing forbidden ..... 

placards and show bills not to be posted on . ' . 
TREASURER. See Finance and Accounts. 

of sinking funds, salary .... 

duties of ...... 

TRUANTS, OR ABSENTEES FROM SCHOOL 

truant school established .... 

commitment of truants to truant school 

term of commitment ..... 
TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY. See Public Library, 
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UNDERTAKERS 

to notify city clerk of removal and reinterment of bodies 
to be licensed ...... 

to be informed of deaths .... 

only, to have charge of funerals 
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VACANCIES 

in oflBice of mayor 

in city offices 

in fire department 
VACCINATION OF SCHOLARS 
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VAULTS, etc. See Board of Hkalth. 

dwelling houses to be furnished with suitable .... 84 

how to be constructed, when and how to be cleaned . . .85 

owner may be notified to clean ...... 85 

after notice and failure to clean, board of health may do so . . 85 

how and when contents are to be removed . . . . .85 

persons unlicensed forbidden to remove contents . . . .85 

wagons and utensils used in cleaning not to be kept near houses . . 85 

VEHICLES USED IN CARRYING PASSENGERS. See Hackney Carriages. 

VETO 

powers of the mayor ...... 

two-thirds vote required to pass by-laws over the mayor's 

VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES. See also Fire Department. 

VOTES, AT WARD MEETINGS 

sorting and counting ...... 

VOTERS 

lists of ....... . 

lists of to be delivered to ward clerks . . . . 

copies of list to be posted ..... 

general meeting may be called by fifty 

VOTERS, REGISTRARS OF 

salary ........ 
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21 



2, 6, 14, 15, 20 

. 6,21 
21 
21 
21 

. 106 
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WAGONS 

not allowed to stand on street crossings 

used in cleaning vaults not to remain near dwelling houses 
WARDS 

division of the city into .... 

to contain as nearly as may be equal number of voters 

division of the city into, may be revised 

boundaries to be revised if needful 

one alderman and three councilmen to be elected from each 
WARD CLERKS 

election of .... . 

duties of ..... 

WARDENS 

powers and duties of . 
WARD INSPECTORS 

election of .... . 

duties of ..... 



WARD MEETINGS .... 

WARD OFFICERS 

to be residents of ward ....... 14 

oath and record of oath ....... 14 

to hold office for one year ....... 14 

duties of ......... 14 

WARRANTS 138 

for elections, how issued, etc. ....... 138 

shall specify when polls shall be opened and closed .... 139 

for payment of interest on city debt ...... 70 

WATER 

act to supply Taunton with pure ...... 24 

may be taken from Taunton River, Elders, Assowompset ponds . . 24 

.land mav be taken along the river in Taunton or Raynham for . . 28 

rights of New Bedford by ch. 140 st. 1878 in the Lakeville ponds . . 31 

duties, etc., of Taunton under ch, 140 st. 1878 in the Lakeville ponds . 32 
rights of Middleborough by ch. 59 st. 1884 in the Lakeville pond^^ . y 32, 33 
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WATER COMMISSIONERS 

authority for appointment of 
daties of 

salary of the board of . 
salary of clerk of 
to notify the superintendent of streets before laying pipe 
to restore streets to good condition 
election of, oath of 
organization, and choice of clerk 
clerk to give bonds 
general duties of 
to make annual report . 
compensation of employees 
tariff of water rates 
may make regulations . 
to have charge of water works . 
to be subject to the city council 
general duties of clerk . 
clerk to have custody of books and plans 
books to be o^n for inspection of the city council 
to certify to bills and accounts . ... 

WATER LOAN SINKING FUNDS 

committee of sinking funds to be trustees of 
WATER LOAN OF 
f 200,000 authorized 
50,000 authorized 

100,000 authorized 

100,000 authorized 

100,000 authorized 

100,000 authorized 

200,000 authorized 

500,000 authorized 
WATER WORKS 

repairs of streets in certain cases may be charged to 
books of, may be inspected by. the city council 
clerk shall pay over receipts of . 
clerk shall see that regulations are enforced 
agents may enter premises of water takers to examine 
to use means to prevent waste of water 
injury and tampering with apparatus forbidden 
unauthorized use of water forbidden 
penalty for violation of ordinance 
plumbers to be licensed 
work of plumbers may be inspected 
unlicensed persons not to make connections . 
financial year 

report of . . . ' . 

WAYS. See Streets. 
WEIR BRIDGE 

act concerning . . . 
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